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CONTEMPORARY THAI DANCE IN THE LIGHT AND SOUND PERFORMANCE:
WIANG KUM KAM: WHEN WATER CONQUERED THE UNDEFEATED KING
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Abstract

This thesis studies and analyzes the format and performing context of the light and sound
performance, Wiang Kum kam: When Conquered the Undefeated King by Professor Naraphong
Charassri, Ph.D. by collecting information from academic documents, observation and interview.

The research found that the performing format is a harmonious combination of performing arts
and drama, employing modern technology to accompany the description of the historical accounts
of Wiang Kum Kam. The dance style is a combination of Thai arts and culture, Western performing arts
and Eastern performing arts, presented with stage scenery depicting the places of worship. This format
is presented through performing components, consisting of the performance script, the dance style,
the performers, the costumes, the music, the stage scenery, props, light, sound and special techniques,
make-up and hairstyles that enhance the audience’s understanding and reflect the important contexts
of local history, faith in Buddhism, beliefs in ghosts and spirits and the monarchy. The study of different
education resources demonstrates the characteristics of the alluvial low plain near the river, which has
caused floods from the past to the present and has now been developed to become a tourist site in
order to provide additional income for the people as well as to serve as a centre of arts, music, dance,

literature, architecture and paintings, all of which are worth preserving for future generations.

Keywords: Light and sound performance / contemporary Thai dance / Wiang Kum Kam
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