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Abstract

In this research, the researcher has chosen four songs—“Mon Monta Khelang,” “Tai Lue,”
“Sabai” and “Tor Pha Lue,” all of which have distinctive and varied methods for playing the melodies.
The study found that the four songs differ in their number of sections but their melodies are on the
musical scale of double-level and single-level rhythms. The melodies of each musical unit are in the
form of counterpoint, being divided into a front musical unit and a back musical unit. In terms of key, it
was found that all the four songs use the upper Pieng Or and the right musical group as their major key
and the external musical group and the lower Pieng Or as the minor key. In studying Assistant Professor
Sornchai Tengratlom’s technique for playing the Sa Law Sam Sai fiddle, it was found that playing the
two strings simultaneously creates two pairs of harmonious sounds—the fifth pair and the fourth pair.
The melodies found in the study are the Kep melody, the melody produced from the repetition of
sounds, the reduction of sound syllables to focus on the melody, the change of sounds to change the
song’s expression, the change of the principal, original melody to a new melody in the form of the
change from a high pitched sound to a low pitched sound or vice versa. Assistant Professor Sornchai
Tengratlom’s technique in playing the Sa Law Sam Sai fiddle shows the characteristics of adjusting the
expressions to make them suitable for the sound system and the physical features of the Sa Law Sam
Sai fiddle.

KEYWORDS: Performance Methods of Sa Law Sam Sai / Mon Monta Khelang / Tai Lue / Sabai /
Tor Pha Lue
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