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METHODS FOR JAKAY PERFORMANCE IN KHREUNGSAI PICHAWA ENSEMBLE
BY ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR PAKORN RODCHANGPHUEN
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Abstract

Originated in the reign of King Rama IV, Khreungsai Pichawa Ensemble is a combination
of Klong Khaek Ensemble and Khreungsai ensemble. The role of Jakay player in the ensemble
is to play the main melody as well as to support the ensemble performance. Thus, the
skillfulness, astuteness, and the accuracy are the required eligibility for the Jakay player of the
ensemble.

The most frequent performing techniques adopted by Associate Professor Pakorn
Rodchangphuen includes alternation of high and low notes (Deet Tingnoi), alternation of high
and low notes for two bars (deet tingnoi baep song hong phleng), one-pitch triplet (Deet Sabat
Siang Diao), three-pitch triple (Deet Sabat Sam Siang). The second most frequent techniques
include simultaneous three-string strumming (Deet Krathop Sam Sai) and strumming three
strings continuing to the second string. As for the selection of melodic lines, playing adjacent
notes (Siang Chit), alternating from high notes to bass notes and strumming the strings (Choa)
are the most frequently used techniques, while semi-tapping and semi-strumming (Kueng Kep
Kueng Kro), switching between high-pitched string and bass string and strumming all three strings
take the second place. The selective adoption of melodic lines results in the musical harmony,
while the skillful use of different melodic lines makes the refrain sound different. All these

methods are inherited from the traditional Thai musical convention.

Keywords: Methods / Jakay / Khreungsai Pichawa / Pakorn Rodchangphuen
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