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Abstract

The objective of this study is to investigate the history, functions, materials, making process and
sonic quality of Thon Rammana by employing qualitative research methods. Six Thai music experts and
four drum makers were interviewed. The study reveals that the making procedure involves a manual
process of teamwork and uses the combination of mechanic tools and applied hand tools. The main
process in this study includes preparing materials, making drum body, preparing membrane called
“Dong Nang,” drum covering/attachment and quality inspection. While Rammana is made of various types
of woods, Thon is made of timbers, terracotta and ceramic. Cow, goat and serpent hide are used
respectively. The experts suggested that the sonic quality is of greater emphasis than physical appearance.

The sound effect of the drum can be created by using both fingers/hands to hit down on the various

» o« ” o« ” o«

positions of the drum in order to produce five basic sounds: “Ting,” “Ja or Na,” “Jong,” “Thang or Tham”
and “Tha.” Furthermore, there are also other five technical strategies; namely, “Teed,” “Taling,” “Krod,”
“Joh,” and “Thad.” The difference of Thon Rammana sonic quality consists in four intrinsic factors: drum
shape, type of membrane, attachment materials and membrane tenseness, along with four extrinsic
factors: climate, drum tuning, the ability of “hand-compression” while hitting the drum and how drums
are maintained before and after playing. In addition to the sonic quality study, the harmony of Thon
Rammana, theoretically speaking, when the sounds of “Ting” and “Tham” are tuned, is ideally as

“perfect fifth.”

Keywords: Making Procedure / Sonic Quality / Thon Rammana
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