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ABSTRACT

This article aims to study the background of the male character performing by female
dancers in the royal court dance from the reign of King Rama IV in the Rattanakosin era which
ordinary female dancers were allowed to perform Thai Dance publicly to the Krom Silapakorn
period. The study emphasizes on three aspects: the physical characteristics, dance training and
body movement control. The results of the study showed that females were allowed to perform
only in the royal court dance troupe since the end of Ayutthaya period after that they were
allowed to perform in the general dance troupe in the King Rama IV. Thai Classical Dance by female
dancers was very popular up until Krom Silapakorn period. The training of female dancers to taking
male role is started from selecting the female who have a properly physical characteristic, then
practicing; body bending, dancing with music and the dance language in dance and dance-drama.
The important thing is the body movement control has to be presented in the male character
form such as body balancing is in the upright position, shoulder is in the straight position, leg and
foot postures are in a turnout position with square form, and upper torso is in the straight or tiled
position to making curve by not letting their shoulders go beyond their own knees. However, the
shoulder tip, knee joint and the edge of toe of the dancer must be presented in harmonious
position. It must be vertically correlated in 2/ 3 spots: shoulder, knee and toe. Besides, the arm
has to form in curve, angle or straight line in different positions, directions and levels. The highest
level of arm and hands positions are not over the head and the lowest level is not below the
hip. Essentially, the elbow position must be placed in angle pose away from the torso at least
1 palm hand. The training of female dancer for taking the male character in the Thai classical dance
is a process of inheriting the unique Thai classical dance method that is continuously recognized

worldwide until now.

Keywords: Female dancers performing male characters/ Thai classical dance/ Theroyal court dance
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