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ABSTRACT
This is a comparative research of musical culture of Tai Yai in 4 major cities in Shan State;

Kyaukme, Hsipaw, Taunggyi, and Kengtung.

The research findings on rituals and beliefs show that the ritual Wai Kru Surasati remains
strong and maintains its services as the artists’ musical transmission ritual only in Kyaukme and
Hsipaw where Jat Tai performance prospers, since Jat Tai artists strictly perform the ritual in its

original ways.

The study on Glong Kon Yao, Glong Mong Seung, and stringed instruments show that in
the research areas, Glong Kon Yao and Glong Mong Seung are played with Mong and big
cymbals. Stringed instrument found in the areas is Tor Yor horn which is used to play in Jat Tai
musical band. The three musical instruments, Glong Kon Yao, Glong Mong Seung, and Tor Yor

horn are more popular in Hsipaw and Kyaukme, cities in the northern part of Shan State.
Concerning Tai Yai’s percussion instruments and wind instruments, it is found that

the popular percussion instruments are Mong Khaeng, a panel gong; Mong wang, a circle gong;

Patana, an instrument similar to Thai iron xylophone; Chao Long Pat, a set of drums; and Gee Hok

Saeng, a rhythm marker. No Tai Yai’s wind instrument is found in Shan state of this fieldwork.

Keywords: Culture of Tai Yai Music/ Shan State/ Republic of the Union of Myanmar
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