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ABSTRACT

The study of Chyam in Mon ethnic groups is qualitative research aiming at the study of
the derivation as well as the playing of this musical instrument among the ethnic groups. The area
of research covered Mon communities in Thailand, in the border region of Thailand, and in

Republic of the Union of Myanmar. This study was conducted by The Franz Boas methodology.

From the research we found that the musical instrument called chyam in a such ethnic
group is originated from the “love myth of the prince and the princess” who separated apart by
a river with plenty of crocodiles. The prince who hid himself in the crocodile mouth to see princess.
One day the crocodile was attacked to death which caused the prince to pass away in this tragedy.
Therefore, the Mon has worshiped a crocodile in accordance with the legend of honesty and
sacrifice. Hence, they created a musical instrument resembling the crocodile shape in their culture,
and which is considered as their national musical instrument. The results of this research, show
that the playing of chyam at the Mon communities between the border region of Thailand also in
Mon state in Republic of the Union of Myanmar indicates the use of three string in their melodies,
including which the techniques of: sabat, prip, proy and kayee. The songs used were Smoiboptho,
Palayaimua, Thamlahoiboptho, Chaobanua and Yensamai-Saowanaphoeng. In concrost,
The playing of chyam in Thailand is mainly played on one string (sai-ele) , While the second string
(sai-thum) makes the krathop sound. The use of the special techniques and the metal string

(sai-luat) are not favorable. The songs used were Choekmua, Potse and Sinoun.

Keywords: Mon Ethnic / Chyam / Mon music
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