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Abstract

This article aims to propose a dance performance conveying beliefs on the river worship rituals of Thai and Indian people in various
forms, including worshiping, forgiving, and blessing, according to their ways of life which are tightly bound to the rivers. The emphasis is on
Ganga Aarti in Varanasi of India as it is the origin of the worship rituals of the holy River Ganga. This work is also inspired by the experience the
writer gained while studying Bharatanatyam classical dance at Banaras Hindu University, Varanasi City of India. It is believed among the locals in
Varanasi that the passage of the River Ganga through Varanasi is sacred and they have continued to preserve the tradition of worshiping the sacred
Ganga River until now. The Ganga Aarti, the Way of the River is a contemporary dance performance created by integrating Bharatanatyam
classical dance with Thai classical and Western dances. This creative dance performance is composed of the 7 major elements: 1) a storyline
and script design concerning the worship ritual to the goddess of the Ganga; 2) contemporary music composition used for the dance performance;
3) a selection of talented dance performers; 4) a creation of traditional and daily life styles, postures, and symbols to convey meanings and
stories; 5) an equipment design based on the concept of minimalism; 6) a costumes design with conservative and creative styles; and 7) a design

of an open stage divided into 3 Acts: Faith, Brahman Tradition, and Inheritance.

Keywords: Dance Creation/ Ganga Aarti/ Indian Dance
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