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Abstract

This article aims to study performance techniques of Bang Khun Phrom Tai's Thai String Ensemble
combined with Organ. The objectives are threefolded : first it aims to study the history related to the ensemble
and the performing techniques. The result of reseach findings indicated that Bang Khun Phrom Tai's Thai String
Ensemble combined with Organ was originated during the reign of King Rama VIl and it was established by Khru
Chit Chaengchawee. After Khru Chit's death, Khru Benjarong Thanakoses acted as the ensemble leader with
8 members. The ensemble works included broadcasting for entertainment and recording participation with Khru
Prasith Thavorn. The performing techniques of playing the organ were found in charactristics of performing
octave like Ranad-Ek, strictly using the performing of Saw-Duang as main melodies. Bang Khun Phrom Tai
Ensemble possessed three unique songs of Wayubutr Tao, Lao Somdej Tao and Bhram Deet Namtao Tao.
An analysis of three repertoires showed distinctive twelve stylistic melodic lines including tonic emphasis (yuen
siang), alternative from high notes to bass notes (chit kham), while semi-tapping and semi-lengthening the notes
(kueng keb kueng tam siang yao), thin texture (chao), repeating melodies (sum), synchopation (lug jung wa),
ending before the downbeat (long job korn mod jung wa), melody moving in reverse directions (tam nong suan
tang gun), playing adjacent notes (siang chit), restrospecting melodies (yon ta keb), variation (prae luk tao) and

shortening the melodies (torn sum nuan).

Keywords: Thai string ensemble / organ / Bang Khun Phrom Tai
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