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Abstract

This study deploys qualitative data collecting methods in surveying cultural historic
phenomena of dance in Thai culture with the hypothesis that dance occupies life of Thai people in
three cultural areas i.e. dance as a form of entertainment, dance as a form of ritual, and dance as a
microeconomic unit. The survey has found that dance has had economic value since ancient time,
Economic life of dance troupe in Ayutthaya kingdom and flourishing taxation in King Rama IV to King
Rama VI were documented. Not only the dance itself, but also supporting business factors such as prop

makers and craftsmanship of costumes still play an important role in dance economy.

The Survey has also found more succeed in entertainment taxation after King Rama IV’s royal
edict in 1854 by which restriction of female dance troupe was waived. The royal edict, more or less,
answered social demand of entertainment as it was recorded that new form of entertainment taxation
was issued. The royal government seemed to be more and more successful in reign of King Rama V
since income from the taxation was eight times in value more of when it was started. Many of dance
troupes in present time still survive by their adaptability since they not only do performance but also

involve in ritual and dance ritual as requested.
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