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The Development of an Inquiry-based and Cooperative Learning Approach to Enhance
Analytical Thinking on Buddhist Principles among Eighth Grade Students
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Abstract

This study aimed to: 1) compare students’ analytical thinking skills before and after participating
in an inquiry-based and cooperative learning approach focused on Buddhist principles; and (2) examine
students’ satisfaction with the instructional method. The participants were 32 eighth-grade students
from Ban Na Tao School, selected using cluster random sampling. Research instruments included six

instructional plans, a pre-and post-test on analytical thinking, and a student satisfaction questionnaire.

Data were analyzed using mean, standard deviation, and paired-samples t-test.

The results indicated that students’ post-test scores were significantly higher than pre-test

scores (p<.05). The students also reported a very high level of satisfaction (M=4.52, S.D.=0.43) with

the learning approach.
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