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Abstract

The instructional model based on reflective metacognition strategies together
with research based learning was based on the principle of metacognitive theory and
research based learning to be the core principles of the instructional model and was
named KWPML Plus Research Based Learning. There are 6 steps of learning process ;
step 1 : reviewing prior knowledge, step 2 : setting learning outcomes goal, step 3 :
planning to construct new knowledge, step 4 : operating and monitoring according to
the plan, step 5: summarizing new knowledge and step 6 : setting a research based
learning plan to construct further knowledge which follow 4 steps ; 1) setting project
topic and learning outcomes, 2) planning learning activities according to the learning
outcomes, which consisted of 2.1) specifying research question 2.2) making hypothesis
2.3) planning learning activities to prove the hypothesis 2.4) collecting and analyzing
data 2.5) presenting and evaluating 3) operating step by step and 4) summarizing and
reflecting the new knowledge. The KWPLM Plus Research Based Learning instructional
model enhanced searching planning skill, searching skill, data management and
presenting, summarizing skills, self-directed learning, questioning skill, realizing the
benefits of research results and research skills, which were enhanced and strengthened
21" century skills.

Keywords : Instructional model, Metacognition, Research based learning
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Abstract

This research aimed to design and develop an internationalized characteristic
test (international culture) form for undergraduate students through quality assessment.
Normal criteria were designed and a guidebook, based on internationalization
(international culture), was created to cover six characteristics; sense of democratic,
responsibility, learning commitment, sense of common interest, social behavior, and
living and working with people from other cultures. The assessment form consisted of
situations, each of which had five options, but one correct answer, to choose from.
Twenty items were constructed and assessed for each characteristic making the total
number of 120 items. Each item was tested for its content validity by five experts.
Level of difficulty and discrimination were tested using the simple KR-20 formula and T
scores. The findings were as follows;

1. The internationalized characteristic (international culture) assessment form
obtained its content validity with I0C value of 0.80 — 1.00, level of difficulty of .27 - .60,
discrimination of .20 - .60, and the reliability of 0.83.

2. The normal criteria of the intermnationalized characteristic (international
culture) assessment form obtained raw scores of 68 — 110 and the normal t scores of
Toz = Tra.

Keyword : Development test Internationalized characteristic test
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Abstract

This study is a research and development, aiming to develop a social media
based professional supervisory system for Faculty of Education in southern universities:
a case of Thaksin University. The research consisted of 4 objectives 1) to study the
elements of social media based professional supervisory system for Faculty of Education
at Thaksin University, 2) to test the efficiency of the system, 3) to investigate user
satisfaction toward the system, and 4) to verify the social media based professional
supervisory system for Faculty of Education in southern universities: a case of Thaksin
University. The sample in this study consisted of, 1) 9 focus-group experts, 2) 8 teacher
supervisors, 3) 42 student teachers, 4) 22 cooperating teachers, and 5) 5 system
certification experts. The research instruments were: 1) a model of a social media based
professional supervisory system for Faculty of Education in southern universities: a case
of Thaksin University, 2) a manual of teaching supervision in educational institutions, 3)
a system efficiency evaluation form for user, 4) an evaluation form for user satisfaction
toward the system, and 5) a system verification form for experts.

The results found that a social media based professional supervisory system for
Faculty of Education in southern universities: a case of Thaksin University consisted of 8
elements; 1) members and management, 2) information, 3) supervision activities, 4)
supervision process for a social media based professional supervisory system in
education institutions, 5) supervision results, 6) feedback, 7) social media and support,

and 8) a supervisor manual of a social media based professional supervisory system in
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education institutions. The efficiency of the system evaluated by supervising teacher,
teacher students and cooperating teachers were at an excellent level with the mean of
3.85, 3.96, and 3.90 respectively. The user satisfaction evaluation showed that the
satisfaction of teacher supervisors, student teachers and mentors was at the highest level
with the mean of 4.90, 4.95, and 4.92 respectively. The supervisory system verified by
the experts showed that the system was appropriate at the highest level (the mean =
4.85).

Keywords: Social Media Based Supervisory System/ Professional Supervision
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Abstract

This research aims to study, analyze, and synthesize components and
processes of the research-based project learning management model to enhance
students’ critical thinking, to develop the research-based project learning management
model to enhance lower secondary school students’ critical thinking, and to evaluate
the effectiveness of the use of the research-based project learning management model.
The statistics used in the study were mean, standard deviation and t-test.

The results indicated that 1) the model comprised of 5 components which
were 1) principles and theories, 2) objectives, 3) learning criteria, 4) teaching processes,
and 5) evaluation and assessment. The five processes of the research-based project
learning management model to enhance students’ critical thinking consisted of 1)
interest making, 2) problem survey, 3) knowledge exploration, 4) conclusion, and 5)
assessment.

2) The efficiency of the model evaluated by five experts was at a high level.
The model was appropriate to use and tested with 39 grade 8 students of Chalongrath-
uthit School in the academic year 2/2018. The efficiency index of the model (E1/E2) was
more than the criteria (70/70). 2. The learning outcomes of the students after using the
model were significantly higher than those at .05 levels. 3. The results of the students’
critical thinking after using the model were at high levels. 4. The students’ satisfaction
towards the model was at a high level.

3) The effectiveness inde(E.l.) of the model was more than the criteria. The
post- learning outcomes of the students were significantly higher than the pre-learming
outcomes at .05 levels. The students’ critical thinking was at a high level. The students,

teachers, and school administrators satisfied with the model which was at a high level.

Keywords: Learning Management Model Research — Base Project Critical Thinking
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Abstract

The purposes of this research were 1) to study, analyze, synthesize the
compositions and processes Of Blended Learning Management Model Based On
Gamification to Enhance Lower Secondary School Student 2) to develop the leaming
management Management Model Based On Gamification to Enhance Lower Secondary
School Student, and 3) to evaluate the effectiveness of the learning management
Management Model Based On Gamification to Enhance Lower Secondary School
Student. The sample group consisted of 30 Mathayom Suksa 1 students, Sin Pun Kunwich
1 School, Department of Biology, 2/2561, 30 students. The research instruments
consisted of 1) Computer Leamning Management Plan 3, Information Technology and
Communication 2) Assessment form for learning achievement in Information and
Communication Technology 3) The determination of the commitment of lower
secondary school students 4) Assessment form for student satisfaction towards the
learning management model 5) Teacher opinion questionnaire Administrators have a
learning management style.

1. The Learning Management Model consists of 6 components: 1) The
principles, concept, and theory of the learning management model based on
gamification to enhance lower secondary school student 02) objective , 3) content, 4)
learning management processes, 5) evalution, 6) the roles . And there were 5 Processes
in learning management Searching, Motivation, Information, Learning, Evaluation

2. The grade 7 Students had the posttest average score of comprehensive
higher than the pretest score which was significantly different at the .05 level.to develop
the learning management Management Model Based On Gamification to Enhance Lower
Secondary School Student

3. The grade 7 Students had the posttest average score of comprehensive
higher than the pretest score which was significantly different at the .05 level to develop
the learning management Model Based On Gamification to Enhance Lower Secondary
School Student

Keywords : The learning management Model Based On Gamification Enhance student

engagement.
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Abstract

This research is a combination of quantitative and qualitative research the
objectives are 1) to propose the guidelines of the football coaches’ competencies
assessment criteria 2) to evaluate the suitability of applying football coaches’
competencies. How to conduct research the samples were experts, experts and
stakeholders. By purposive sampling, collecting data by semi-structured interviews and
Delphi technique for evaluation model for football coaches’ competencies in Thailand
and assess the suitability, accuracy, feasibility, coaches’competencies for Thailand by
using the focus group technique which has passed the consistency examination of the
question with the objective (Content Validity Index: CVI) with the CVI value from 0.8 and
up. Evaluate model for football coaches’competencies the results of the study showed
that.

Football coaches’ competencies form consisting of 10 element: expertise (11 indicators)
have knowledge and expertise in football and must have basic knowledge in sports
science, achievement motivation (7 indicators) set goals, plan, analyze and evaluate,
use in practice, teamwork (7 indicators) targeting clear roles and responsibilities of the
coach team, leadership (7 indicators) determination of motivation guidelines for athletes
and being a good role model for athletes, accountability and responsibility (7 indicators)
there is a meeting to plan the improvement of the team by taking into account the
highest efficiency of the team, integrity (7 indicators) has adhered to the principles of
ethics for trainers and follow the rules,communication ( 7 indicators) improved
communication skills and foreign language to communicate effectively, analytical
thinking (7 indicators) targeted and planning the short, medium and long terms training
sessions for the team's success, trust building (7 indicators) a good example for others
shows the image of being a good coaches, innovation (7 indicators) have education,

knowledge, technology and new knowledge in the field of their profession continuously.

Keywords: model development, coaches’competencies, football
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Abstract

The objectives of this research were as follows: 1) To create and evaluate the
quality of application instruction media on android operating system 2) To compare pre-
test score and post-test score of student’s learning achievement after studying with
lesson application instruction media 3) To study the students’ satisfaction on using
application. The samples were 57 students of the 3" year in medical technology program
from the faculty of allied health science who were selected by purposive sampling. The
statistical analysis in
data were mean, standard deviation, and the t-test. The results revealed that: The quality
of this lesson application was good level in both content assessment and media
assessment, which consist of mean 4.04 and 4.07, and standard deviation 0.65 and 0.54,
respectively. The students’ learning achievement showed that the post-test scores were
higher than post-test scores at 0.01 level of statistical significance. The satisfaction on
using lesson application was at good level with the mean 4.30 and standard deviation
0.77.

keyword : Diagnosis of viral infections Medical laboratory Lesson application Android

operating system
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Abstract

This research is a qualitative research which aims to analyze the risk factors and
risk management affecting the effectiveness of islamic private school in special
administration zone in southern border of songkhla. The methods of gathering the
research are doing an in-depth interview and a focus group. The result of the research
found that the risk factors are drug problems among the students, learning problems,
adulterous problems which lead them to quit school completely, early marriage

problems and premature labour problems.

Keyword: School dropout Education Risk Factor Special administration zone in

southern border of songkhla.
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Abstract

The purpose of this research were to study digital citizenship of undergraduate students
in Higher Education Institutions and to compare their levels of digital citizenship which
classified by gender, clusters program of study, and years of study. The sample was
consisted of 950 undergraduate students with selected from a multi-stage random
sampling. The research tools including situational test with 4 behavioral choices. The
data were analyzed by using frequency, percentage, independent samples t-test, and
One-way ANOVA.

The result revealed that:

1) digital citizenship of undergraduate students in Higher Education Institutions
there were 249 digital citizenships at a fairly high level with representing 26.21 percent,
338 digital citizenships at a fair level with representing 35.58 percent, and 363 digital
citizenships at a low level with representing 38.21 percent.

2) digital citizenship of undergraduate students in Higher Education Institutions
when to compare classified by gender, clusters program of study, and years of study

which result revealed that digital citizenship is no difference.

Keywords: Digital Citizenship, Undergraduate Students, Higher Education Institutions
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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to investigate Thai high school summary writing
performance. The researcher investigated the effects of reading text types and the
students’ English language ability on their summary writing performance. The subjects
were 90 Thai grade 12™ students who were divided into three different levels of English
language ability: High, Average and Low. Each student was asked to write two summaries
of texts in different text types: description and problem-solution. The research
instruments included two reading passages and a rubric scoring scheme for evaluating
summary writing performance. The rubric criteria were based on (1) completeness of
idea units (2) accuracy of idea units (3) paraphrasing skills and (4) total quality of the
summary. The research data were analyzed by using Two-Way ANOVA. The findings of
the study were as follows. First, it revealed that there was no significant difference
between students’ writing summary performance in terms of text types. Second, the
mean score of the students with low ability was different from the mean score of those
with average and high ability. Obviously, it was revealed that the students in high
language ability level possessed more effective summary skills than those in the average
and the low groups. Third, there was no significant interaction effect between text types
and language ability levels. Lastly, the students’ summary writing performance was
analyzed in detail. The high ability students could write better summaries than the other
two groups. However, they still lacked paraphrasing skills. As for the average ability
group, most of their summaries comprised some distorted or inaccurate main ideas with
some unimportant details. As for the low ability groups, they lacked summary skills and
needed to be taught how to read for global comprehension, to find main ideas and
important details, and then to write a well-organized paragraph. The implications of the
findings were discussed to support the need of instructional practice for summarizing
skills which would enhance students’ reading and writing abilities in their academic

future.

Keywords: Text Type; English Language Ability Levels; Summary Writing; Thai High School
Students
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Introduction

The ability to summarize has been identified as one of the essential skills
required in academic studies such as in reading and writing academic texts. It has been
contended to be the ‘hub in the wheel of reading comprehension’ (Axelrod, 1975 as
cited in Yu, 2008: 522). Students who had strong summarizing skills could comprehend
what they read by reading for global comprehension which was referred to the
understanding of propositions beyond the level of microstructure - main ideas and
important details (Wier et al, 2000).

A summary task was usually used as an aspect of formal classroom
assessment. It aimed to test examinees’ ability to communicate the main idea of one’s
reading (Koda, 2005). Cohen (1994) confirmed that “Summarizing tasks on reading
comprehension tests has a natural appeal as authentic tests in the era of communicative
language testing”. The response formats of summary could be extended-response or
selected-response tasks. Researchers i.e., Kobayashi (2002) and Sawaki (2005) used the
summary writing format; whereas, Huhta and Randell (1995) utilized the multiple-choice
summary format in their studies. Both formats had pros and cons of their utilization.

Cohen and Upton (2006) stated that in the new TOEFL iBT reading test, there
was one type of questions for reading comprehension in the form of ‘multiple-selection
multiple choices’ summary task called “The Reading to Learn-Prose Summary”. The
test takers were called on to read through the entire text and then selected three out
of sistatements that represented the major ideas in the text. It was clear that one of
the outstanding advantages of the multiple-choice summary task was that this format
was not a muddied test for writing and reading abilities. On the contrary, the summary
writing test was a muddied one. Alderson (2002) pointed out that in the summary writing,
test takers might understand the text but were unable to express their ideas in their
writing adequately. Moreover, the summary writing scoring was another subjective issue.

In spite of the fact that the summary writing had some disadvantages in
evaluating reading and writing abilities, it was still a useful format which reflected a real-
world task (Cohen, 1994). Johns (1985: 79) insisted that “In studying a foreign language,
there seems to be no escape from the acquisition and development of summarizing
skill”. Thus, research studies on the summary skill were still of immense value. It was
worth investigating students’ summary writing ability which was a required skill in the
academic world. Particularly, it was a challenge of developing a proper summary scoring
scheme, then brought into attention for writing instruction.

According to literature review, there were a number of studies involving in terms
of text types. Kobayashi (2002) utilized four types of texts in her research study:

‘association’, ‘description’, ‘causation’, and ‘problem-solution’. These types of rhetorical
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organization represented the degree of interconnectedness of ideas from loosely-
organized to tightly-organized. Similarly, Urquhart and Weir (1998) proposed that
‘problem-solution’ texts lent themselves better to test reading carefully for main idea
comprehension than descriptive texts with lots of detailed information. Besides, Yamada
(2002) confirmed that text types mattered on summary writing performance. ‘Problem-
solution” was easier to be summarized than ‘description’ because of the clause-
relational features of the texts.

Regarding the research studies on language ability, there were findings of the
positive relationship between language proficiency and summary writing skills. Language
proficiency or language ability did matter on summarizing products. Johns (1985) as well
as Johns and Mayes (1990) pointed out that the summaries written by students with
different language proficiency levels were distinguishable on the basis of the differences
in inclusions, replications and distortions of idea units of reading texts. Moreover, Shi
(2004) contended that students with higher language ability possessed more effective
summary expertise than those with lower English language ability. It was said that in
their writing summaries, students with lower language ability did more direct copying,
made more distortions of idea units, and had less syntactic reformulation. In addition,
Kobayashi (2002: 193) studied these two factors and revealed that “When texts were
clearly structured, the more proficient students achieved better results in their summary
writing. By contrast the structure of the text made little difference to the performance
of the less proficient students”.

To sum up, the researcher of this study was interested in investigating the
effects of text types and language ability levels on Thai high school students’ summary
writing performance. The results would pave the way for more efficient reading and
writing instruction in Thai context. The marking scheme for summary writing as well as
the selection of text types would be examples for further research studies and

implications in the future.

Hypotheses

1. The mean score obtained from summary writing of description text type
was significantly different from that obtained from summary writing of problem-solution
text type at the significant level of .05.

2. The mean score obtained from students’ summary writing in high ability
group was significantly different from that obtained from students’ summary writing in
average ability group, and significantly different from that obtained from students’

summary writing in low ability group.
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3. There was a significant interaction effect between text types and students’

levels of English language ability on summary writing scores at the significant level of .05.

4. Summary writing performance of students in high language ability group

differed from that of average language ability group and that of low language ability

group.

Research questions

1. Did text types (problem-solution and description) have a significant effect

on summary writing performance?

2. Did students’ levels of English language ability have a significant effect on

summary writing performance?

3. Was there a significant interaction effect between text types and students’

levels of English language ability on summary writing performance?

4. To what extent did summary writing performance of students in the high

language ability group differ from that of the average and the low language ability groups?

Methodology

The research design in this study was “a Factorial Design”. There were two independent

variables: Text Types and English Language Ability Levels. There were two levels for the

former independent variable: Description (D) and Problem-Solution(P) and three levels

for the latter independent variable: High(H), Average(A) and Low(L) as shown in Table 1

below.

Table 1: 2 3 Factorial Design for the study

English Language Ability Levels

Text Types
High(H) Average (A) Low(L)
Description(D) D(H) D(A) D(L)
Problem Solution P(H) P(A) P(L)

Subjects

The subjects in this study were stratified randomly selected from the

population of 196 Thai grade 12" students. There were altogether 90 subjects in three

levels of language ability: High, Average and Low. 30 subjects from each language ability

group were assigned to do two writing summaries of two texts: Description and Problem-

Solution.
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Instruments: Texts & Scoring Scheme

The research instruments were two reading texts and a rubric scoring scheme.

The two reading texts were well-structure text types named description and
problem-solution. Kobayashi (2002) specified that these two text types were tightly-
organized so that they lent themselves to test reading for main ideas. Moreover, these
two text types were selected because they were mentioned as important expository
text structures in content area literacy (teacherthrive.com, n.d.). In addition, Akhondi et
al. (2011) confirmed that well-structure texts could facilitate reading comprehension.

The first reading text was a description entitled “An Exciting Way to Visit the
Wilderness” (Comprehension Skills, n.d.) and the second one was a problem-solution
entitled “Recycling Can Reduce Pollution” (Jamestown Education, 2002). (see AppendiA)
Table 2 showed types of the texts and the readability scores calculated by the
Automated Readability Inde(ARI) (Tests Document Readability, n.d.). It was seen that
both texts were in the similar level of difficulty with the inde6.32 and 6.82 respectively.
Table 2: Reading texts

Title Text Type Readability
1.An Exciting Way to Visit The Description 6.32
Wilderness
2. Recycling Can Reduce Pollution Problem - Solution 6.82

Regarding the rubric scoring scheme, three experts were invited to write
summaries of the two texts and then the rubric scoring scheme was developed. The
agreed main ideas and important details were counted as the idea units (Alderson, 2002).
The rubric scoring criteria were (1) completeness of idea units counted by the number
of idea units (2) accuracy of idea units (3) paraphrasing skills (4) total quality of the
summary ( see AppendiB). The researcher was the only one rater checking all the
summary writing.

Results and Discussion

The results of this study were the findings of data from the analysis of summary
writing scores and writing performance. The scores of the summaries were analyzed
through Two Factors Independent Measures (Two-Way ANOVA); whereas, the summary
writing performance was analyzed in detail and presented in percentages.

Findings of the data from the analysis of summary writing scores:
Descriptive statistics, Tests of two main effects and interaction effect between the
two Vs
The data from this research study were analyzed through Two Factors Independent
Measures (Two-Way ANOVA) by the SPSS software.
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Descriptive Statistics

The output of SPSS containing the important information of the descriptive
statistics could be seen from the Descriptive Statistics Table (Table 3). It displayed the
mean scores of the summaries of the two different text types: description and problem-

solution. They were written by test takers with high, average and low language ability

levels.
Table 3: Descriptive statistics of the three groups
GROUP TEXT TYPE Mean Std. Deviation N
High description 12.63 1.80 30
problem-solution 12.80 1.95 30
Total 12.71 1.86 60
Average description 8.60 1.69 30
problem-solution 9.10 2.04 30
Total 8.85 1.87 60
Low description 4.46 1.85 30
problem-solution 4.53 1.69 30
Total 4.50 1.76 60
Total description 8.56 3.78 90
problem-solution 8.81 3.88 90
Total 8.68 3.82 180

From the table, when the factor of “GROUP” was considered, it could be seen
from the Total rows that the mean score obtained from the test takers with high ability
(12.71) was more than that of average ability (8.85), and more than that of low ability
(4.50). Meanwhile, when the factor of “TEXT TYPE” was considered, the mean score
obtained from the high group’s summary of description text type (12.63) was slightly
lower than that obtained from the summary of problem-solution text type (12.80). The
mean score obtained from the average group’s summary of description text type (8.60)
was also lower than that obtained from the summary of problem-solution text type
(9.10). Similarly, the mean score obtained from the low group’s summary of description
text type (4.46) was lower than that obtained from the summary of problem-solution
text type (4.53). To conclude, by observing the Total in the bottom row, it could be
seen that the overall mean scores obtained by “TEXT TYPE” did not show much
difference, no matter whether the test takers had high, average or low ability level. In
short, the mean score of the test takers’ summary of description text type (8.56) was
only a bit lower than that of the test takers’ summary of problem-solution text type
(8.81).
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Tests of two main effects and interaction effect between the two Vs

There were four hypotheses in this research study. To test the first hypothesis,
the output of SPSS was presented by Tests of Between-Subjects Effects Table (Table 4).
Table 4: Tests of Between-Subjects Effects

Type lll Partial
Source Sum df Mean F Sig. Eta

of Squares Square Squared
Corrected Model 2031.978@) | 5 406.396 | 119.326 .000 74
Intercept 13589.422 | 1 | 13589.422 | 3990.144 .000 .958
GROUP 2027.744 | 2 1013.872 | 297.695 .000 Jq74
TEXT TYPE 2689 | 1 2.689 .790 375 .005
GROUP*TEXT TYPE 1.544 | 2 122 227 797 .003
Error 592.600 | 174 3.406
P <.05

Hypothesis 1
From Table 4 for the factor “TEXT TYPE”, there was not a significant main
effect, F (1,174) = .790, p <.05.

difference between the two different reading text types.

The result showed that there was not a significant
The value of “Partial Eta
Squared” was .005 which represented a small effect size. There was less variance in
reading scores among the two reading text types.

This finding was inconsistent with those of previous studies, e.g. Urquhart &
Weir (1998); Yamada (2002); and Kobayashi (2002). Urquhart & Weir (1998) stated that
problem-solution lent itself better to test reading for main ideas than description.
Kobayashi (2002: 203) found that in summary writing, scores were significantly different
depending on text types: tightly-organized texts (causation and problem-solution texts)
produced higher mean scores in summary writing than loosely-organized texts
(association and description texts).

However, the result of this present study could be supported by Alderson’s
claim (2002: 236). The summary writing risked testing both reading and writing skills. In
the summary task, the students might understand the text, but were unable to express
their ideas in writing adequately, especially within the time available for the task. Thus,
this inconsistency might be caused by the response task. Students might comprehend
problem-solution text better than description text. However, they could not write better
summaries. Consequently, mean scores in summary writing of each level of language
ability of both text types were not significantly different.
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Hypothesis 2

As for the factor “GROUP”, the finding revealed that there was a significant
main effect, F (2,174) = 297.695, p< .05. In other words, there was a significant difference
among the groups of high, average and low ability. The value of “Partial Eta Squared”
for the factor “GROUP” was .774 representing a large effect size. Thus, there was a lot
of variance in the scores among the three language ability groups.
The differences among the three levels of the factor “GROUP” could be seen from the
Multiple Comparison Table (Table 5) as follows:
Table 5 : Multiple Comparisons

Mean 95% Confidence Interval
(DGROUP | (JJGROUP | Difference(l- | Std.Error | Sig. Lower
Upper Bound

J) Bound
high average 3.86* .33 .000 3.07 4.66
low 8.21* .33 .000 7.42 9.01
average high -3.86* .33 .000 -4.66 -3.07
low 4.35* .33 .000 3.55 5.14
low high -8.21* .33 .000 -9.01 -7.42
average -4.35% .33 .000 -5.14 -3.55

From Table 5, in the column “Mean Difference”, it could be seen that the
difference in mean scores between the high group and the average group was 3.86. The
difference in mean scores between the high group and the low group was 8.21. The
difference in mean scores between the average group and the low group was 4.35. All
the p-values were highly significant at the .05 level. Therefore, all the three ability groups
differed from one another.

The differences among the three levels of the factor “GROUP” could also be illustrated
from the Homogeneous Subsets Table (Table 6) as follows:

Table 6: Homogeneous Subsets

Tukey HS
Subset
GROUP N
Low Average High
low 60 4.50%
average 60 8.85%
high 60 12.71*

XxH > XA > xL p < .05
From Table 6, it could be seen that the mean score for the test takers with
low ability was 4.50, for those with average ability was 8.85, and for those with high

ability was 12.71. Therefore, it could be concluded that the mean scores obtained from
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the three groups of test takers with high language ability, average language ability and
low language ability were significantly different.

This finding was consistent with the previous research studies which revealed that
‘language ability’ affected reading ability as well as writing ability (Johns, 1985; Johns
and Mayes, 1990; Devine, 1993; Wolf, 1993; Riley and Lee, 1996; Shi, 2004). Obviously,
Shi (2004) discovered that the students with higher language ability possessed more
effective summary skills than those with lower language ability. Similarly, Kobayashi’s
study (2002: 208) confirmed that “the difference between proficiency groups became
greatest in summary writing”.  Cohen (1994) and Corbeil (2000) also revealed that
language ability did matter on summarizing products.

Hypothesis 3 : Interaction effect

Table 4 presented that there was not a significant interaction effect between
the two factors “GROUP*TEXT TYPE”, F (2,174) = .227, p < .05. In other words, the
interaction effect between the two variables was not evident. This was supported by
Hinton et al.’s study (2004: 221). In addition, the value of “Partial Eta Squared” was only
.003 which indicated a very small effect size (Muijs, 2004).

In order to see the interaction effect clearly, a graph was plotted (Figure 1) as shown
below:

Estimated Marginal Means of scores

14.00— D1,D2,D3,P1,P2,P3
description

problem-solution

12.00—

10.00—

8.00 —

Estimated Marginal Means

6.00 —

4.00 —

T T T
high average low

Figure 1: Estimated marginal means of scores
From Figure 1, the graph showed the two main factors and the interaction
effect that were identified as part of the ANOVA analysis. The plot indicated that there

were significant differences among the mean scores of the three language ability groups.
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However, there were no significant differences between the mean scores of the two text
types: description and problem-solution. In other words, there was no significant
interaction effect between text types and language abilities because the effect of text
types was almost the same for the students in high, average and low ability groups.

The plot presented that the two lines were almost parallel. The mean score
obtained from the low group of problem-solution text type (4.53) was a bit higher than
that obtained from the low group of description text type (4.46). The mean score
obtained from the average group of problem-solution text type (9.10) was also a bit
higher than that obtained from the average group of description text type (8.60). In
addition, the mean score obtained from the high group of problem-solution text type
(12.80) was a bit higher than that obtained from the high group of description text type
(12.63). In short, the mean scores of the three language ability groups of problem-
solution text type were only a bit higher than those of the three language ability groups
of description text type.

Moreover, the plot also showed that the difference of the mean scores of the
low ability groups between two text types (4.53-4.46 = 0.07) was not as much as that of
the high ability groups between two text types (12.80-12.63 = 0.17), and that of the
average ability groups between two text types (9.10-8.60 = 0.50).

The result shown by the plot could be firstly discussed in terms of types of
text. The mean scores of all the three language ability eroups for problem-solution text
type were a bit higher than those for description text type. This result was evidenced
in Kobayashi’s study. She claimed that, “When texts were clearly structured, the more
proficient students achieved better results in summary writing” (Kobayashi, 2002,
abstract).

Secondly, in the aspect of the interaction between language abilities and text
types, it revealed that the effect of text types was almost the same for the students
with high, average and low ability groups. This result was supported by Chinnawongs’
study (2000). She stated in her study that language proficiency levels affected the kind
and the number of writing errors. Thus, it could be assumed that no matter which text
types they read, it was likely that students with the same language ability level made
the same amount and kind of errors in their writing summaries. Thus, there were no
significant differences between the mean scores of the two text types when the students
were in the same language ability level.

However, the difference of the mean scores of the low groups between two
text types was not as much as those of the high and average ability groups. This result
was also confirmed by Kobayashi’s study (2002: 193). She contended that, “The
structure of the text made little difference to the performance of the less proficient

students”. In addition, she stated that, “It does not matter for learners of lower language
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proficiency what kind of text structure is involved in the passages that are used as input

for summary writing” (Kobayashi, 2002, pp. 193).

Hypothesis 4 : Summary writing performance
Findings of the data from the analysis of summary writing performance

The data of summary writing performance were analyzed in order to see the
differences of summary writing performance of the three different language ability
groups: High, Average and Low. The analysis criteria of both text types: description and
problem-solution were (1) completeness of idea units (2) accuracy of main ideas and
important supporting details (3) paraphrasing skills (4) total quality of summary. The

result of the analysis was presented in Table 7 and Table 8.

Table 7: Analysis of Summary Writing Performance (Description)

High Ability Average Low Ability
Group (30) Ability Group (30)
Group (30)
(1)completeness of idea units
4 idea units (4) 60%(18) 26.66%(8)
3 idea units (3) 40%(12) 53.33%(16) | 16.66%(5)
2 idea units (2) 20%(6) 36.66%(11)
1 idea unit (1) 46.66%(14)
0 idea unit (0)
(2)accuracy of main ideas and
important supporting details
completely accurate (4) 53.33%(16) 30%(9)
fairly accurate, a few distorted (3) 40%(12) 70%(21)
some inaccurate; some distorted (2) 6.66%(2) 33.339%(10)
mostly distorted (1) 60%(18)
Extremely distorted (0) 6.66%(2)
(3)paraphrasing skills
paraphrased &qualified(4) 16.66%(5)
copied/ some paraphrased & 73.33%(22) 6.66%(2)
qualified(3)
copied / modified but not qualified(2) 109%(3) 86.66%(26) 30%(9)
copied unimportant details(1) 6.66%(2) | 66.66%(20)
copied unimportant details & 3.33%(1)
extremely unqualified (0)
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High Ability Average Low Ability
Group (30) Ability Group (30)
Group (30)

(4)total quality of summary

well-organized paragraph. correct 3.33%(1)
grammar (4)
fairly well-organized paragraph, a few 43.33%(13) 3.33%(1)
grammar mistakes(3)

moderate well-organized paragraph, 50%(15) 30%(9)
some disconnected sentences, some
grammar mistakes (2)

poor-organized paragraph, lots of 3.33%(1) 56.66%(17) 20%(6)
grammar mistakes(1)

very poor summary, lots of grammar 10%(3) 80%(24)
mistakes(0)

The data of summary writing performance as shown in Table 7 were presented
in percentages. The bold numbers represented the highest proportions.

As for the aspect of the completeness of idea units, most of the high ability
students (60%) included complete idea units (4 idea units) in their summaries; whereas,
only 26.66% of the average ability students and none of the low ability students did it.
Fifty-three point three three percent (53.33%) of the average ability students included
3 idea units and 46.66% of the low ability students included only 1 idea unit.

For the accuracy of main ideas and important supporting details, 53.33% of
high ability students wrote completely accurate main ideas and important supporting
details, but only 30% of the average ability students and none of the low ability students
did it. Seventy percent (70%) of the average ability students wrote a few distorted main
ideas and some unimportant details. Sixty percent (60%) of the low ability students
wrote mostly distorted main ideas with lots of unimportant details.

The ability to paraphrase effectively varied widely among the students. Only
16.66% of the high ability students possessed paraphrasing skills. Most of them (73.33%)
copied main ideas and important details from the texts with some modified phrases that
were all qualified. Only 6.66 % of the average ability students possessed paraphrasing
skills; while, none of the low ability students were able to complete the task. Eighty-
sipoint sisipercent (86.66%) of the average ability students copied and modified some
phrases but not all of them were qualified. Sixty-sipoint sisipercent (66.66%) of the low
ability students copied unimportant details.

As for the total quality of summary, 50 % of the high ability students wrote a
moderately well-organized paragraph with some disconnected sentences and some
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grammar mistakes. Forty-three point three three percent (43.33 %) of them wrote a
fairly well-organized paragraph with a few grammar mistakes. Fifty-sipoint sisipercent
(56.66%) of the average ability students wrote poor summaries with lots of grammar
mistakes. Thirty percent (30 %) of the average ability group wrote a moderately well-
organized paragraph with some disconnected sentences and some grammar mistakes.
Obviously, 80% of the low ability students wrote very poor summaries with lots of
grammar mistakes.

Similarly, Table 8 provided the data of the analysis of summary writing

performance of problem-solution text type as follows:

Table 8: Analysis of Summary Writing Performance (Problem-solution)

High Ability Average Low Ability
Group(30) Ability Group
Group(30) (30)

(1)completeness of idea units
4 idea units (4) 60%(18) 36.669%(11)
3 idea units (3) 36.66%(11) 23.33%(7) 6.66%(2)
2 idea units (2) 3.33%(1) 40%(12) 50%(15)
1 idea unit (1) 43.33%(13)
0 idea unit (0)
(2)accuracy of main ideas and
important supporting details
completely accurate (4) 43.33%(13)
fairly accurate, a few distorted (3) 53.33%(16) 40%(12)
some inaccurate; some distorted (2) 3.33%(1) 56.66%(17) 33.33%(10)
mostly distorted (1) 63.33%(19)
Extremely distorted (0) 3.33%(1)
(3)paraphrasing skills
paraphrased &qualified(4) 26.66%(8)
copied/ some paraphrased & 66.66%(20) 13.33%(4)
qualified(3)
copied / modified but not 6.66%(2) 73.33%(22) 109%(3)
qualified(2)
copied unimportant details(1) 13.33%(4) 83.33%(25)
copied unimportant details & 6.66%(2)
extremely unqualified (0)
(4)total quality of summary
well-organized paragraph. correct 10%(3)
grammar (4)
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High Ability Average Low Ability

Group(30) Ability Group
Group(30) (30)
fairly well-organized paragraph, a 43.339%(13) 3.33%(1)

few grammar mistakes(3)
moderate well-organized paragraph, | 46.66%(14) 70%(21)
some disconnected sentences,

some grammar mistakes (2)
poor-organized paragraph, lots of 26.66%(8) 56.66%(17)

grammar mistakes(1)

very poor summary, lots of grammar 43.33%(13)

mistakes(0)

The data of summary writing performance as shown in Table 8 were presented
in percentages. The bold numbers represented the highest proportions.

As for the aspect of the completeness of idea units, most of the high ability
students (60%) included complete idea units (4 idea units) in their summaries; whereas,
only 36.66% of the average ability students, and none of the low ability students did it.
For the average ability students, 23.33% of them included 3 idea units and 40% of them
included 2 idea units. For the low ability students, 50% of them included 2 idea units,
and 43.33% included only 1 idea unit.

For the accuracy of main ideas and important supporting details, 43.33% of
high ability students wrote completely accurate main ideas and important supporting
details, but none of the average and the low ability students did it. Fifty-three point
three three percent (53.33 %) of the high ability students wrote a few distorted main
ideas and some unimportant details; whereas, 40% of the average ability students did it.
Fifty-sipoint sisipercent (56.66%) of the average ability students wrote some inaccurate
main ideas and supporting details with some unimportant details. Sixty-three point three
three percent (63.33%) of the low ability students wrote many distorted main ideas with
lots of unimportant details.

In terms of paraphrasing, only 26.66% of the high ability students possessed
the skills necessary to complete the summary task. Most of them (66.66%) copied main
ideas and important details from the texts with some modified phrases that were all
qualified; whereas, 13.33 % of the average ability students and none of low ability
students did it. Seventy-three point three three percent (73.33%) of the average ability
students copied and modified some phrases but not all of them were qualified. Eighty-
three point three three percent (83.33%) of the low ability students copied unimportant
details.
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As for the total quality of summary, less than half of the high ability students
(43.33%) wrote a fairly well-organized paragraph with a few grammar mistakes, but 46.66
% of them wrote a moderately well-organized paragraph with some disconnected
sentences and some grammar mistakes. For the average ability students, more than half
of them (70%) wrote a moderately well-organized paragraph with some disconnected
sentences and some grammar mistakes. For the low ability students, a bit more than
half of them (56.66%) wrote poor summaries with lots of grammar mistakes, and 43.33%
of them wrote very poor summaries with lots of grammar mistakes.

To conclude, Table 7 and Table 8 showed the number of students in
percentages with their summary writing performance. This performance was analyzed in
4 criteria: (1) the completeness of idea units (2) the accuracy of main ideas and important

supporting details (3) the paraphrasing skills (4) the total quality of summary.

Conclusions and Implications

This study was conducted in order to investigate the effects of text types and
the language ability levels on Thai students’ summary writing performance. The first
finding was not consistent with the result in some previous research studies. In this
study, there was not a significant difference between students’ summary writing
performance in terms of text types: description and problem-solution. The second result
confirmed the information of earlier research studies that students in high language
ability eroup had more effective summary competencies than those in average and low
ability groups. The third finding was that there was not a significant interaction effect
between text types and language ability levels. In other words, the mean scores of both
text types in each language ability level were not significantly different. This might also
be affected by the writing competence of the subjects in this study. Finally, the analysis
of summary writing performance showed that the high ability students could write better
summaries than the other two groups. Most of them wrote accurate main ideas and
important ideas which showed that they could read for global comprehension. However,
they still lacked paraphrasing skills. As for the average ability group, most of their
summaries comprised some distorted or inaccurate main ideas with some unimportant
details. As for the low ability groups, they lacked summary competencies and needed
to be taught how to read for global comprehension, to find main ideas and important
details, and then to write a well-organized paragraph.

To conclude, this study could offer both theoretical and practical implications.
In terms of theoretical contributions, it provided more insights on the relationship
between text types and summary writing performance. The replication of this study

should be conducted to confirm this relationship. As for the practical implications, this
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study could shed some light on Thai students’ summary writing competencies at
different English language ability levels. This could pave the way for the reading and
writing instruction for Thai students. Obviously from the summary marking scheme
developed in this study, students should be taught how to read for global
comprehension by finding main ideas and important supporting details. Then, the writing
skills such as how to write a well-organized paragraph with paraphrasing strategies should
be embedded in their writing instruction curriculum. Lastly, this research study should
be replicated in order to find more evidence from a larger sample size in other Thai

academic settings.
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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to study the effects of cooking activities on
English reading skills of Young children.

The target group used for this research was 25 boys and girls at the age of four
to five years old from an English Program classroom who were enrolled in the second
Kindergarten level in the second semester of 2018 at Anuban Suratthani School. The
instruments used in this research were 24 lesson plans of cooking activities and 15 items
of English reading skills
assessment forms. The data was collected in 8 weeks and it analyzed by mean, standard
deviation, and content analysis.

The research results showed that young children who participated in cooking
activities achieved English reading skill mean scores higher than their pretest mean
scores. children before and after using of cooking activities on English reading skills of
preschool children meanscore was 7.40 and the post cooking activities meanscore
was13.64

Keyword : Cooking  Reading Skills  Young Children
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Abstract

Thai EFL (English as a foreign language) learners have notoriously known as being
inferior to most of their ASEAN counterparts considering the English language proficiency.
Based on the researcher’s observation, nursing students at a private university in the
central Thailand could be included in the marginal proficiency eroup. Adhered to a
reading-writing connection framework, the study aimed to investigate the effects of the
intervention of the writing course by supplementing with reading activities could improve
the leamers’ two aspects of writing ability (the overall writing ability and the ability to
use sentences of different complexity), and lexical repertoire, with the general objective
to study whether the learners transfer the knowledge from their reading experiences to
the writing. Sixty 3" year nursing students were purposely selected from the population
of 138 nursing students enrolling in the English Writing course taught by the researchers.
Thirty participants were assigned to the experiment group and thirty to controlled group.
The experiment subjects were assigned to read seven reading passages with following-
up activities along with the writing course. A pre-test and a post-test were administered
to both groups. It was found that statistically, at & 0.05, the experiment group performed
statistically significantly better in lexicon (0.030%), and sentence complexity (0.018%),
respectively. To certain extent the present study has added a piece of evidence to the

theory of reading and writing connection.

Keywords: reading-writing connection, Thai learners, reading activities, English writing

ability, nursing students
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Introduction

Statement of the Research Problem

The English language has played a vital role globally for several decades since
the founding of the United Nations (Crystal, 2003). In this digital society in particular,
English is most widely used compared to other languages. The extent of significance
English has been recognized as depicted by an authority of World Englishes, David
Crystal, in his book as quoted below.

[Pleople all over the world, in many walks of life, have come to depend on

English for their economic and social well-being. The language has penetrated

deeply into the international domains of political life, business, safety,

communication, entertainment, the media and education.... Several domains, as
we shall see, have come to be totally dependent on it — the computer software

industry being a prime example. (p. 29-30)

All world population, thus, seem to be required to have a certain degree of the
English language proficiency. This situation has well been realized by the Thai
Government. According to the Basic Education Core Curriculum (BEC), Thai learners study
English for 12 years or more in the school system. In addition, a large number of non-
Thai English teachers have been hired to teach English in both school and university
levels. Despite no official number of non-Thai English instructors reported, an annual
income acquired by a company was over ten million Baht simply running a non-Thai
teacher recruiting agent (Isranews.org, 2561, pp. 1).

When the language has become a global language and the official lingua franca
of the ASEAN since 2015, as declared in The ASEAN Charter, Article 34 (Association of
South East Asian Countries, 2015), the organization to which Thailand is firmly affiliated
as a founding member, English received even more attention in Thailand.

The present government, leading by Prime Minister Prayuth Chan-ocha, has
launched a new policy; from November 2016 onward Grade 1to 3 students are required
to learn English for 5 hours a week (Frederickson, 2016). The English learning policy not
only involves time but also financial investment. The government has allocated a
generous budget for the Thai education, including English education (OBEC, 2017).

Despite the huge capital investment and the government’s recognition of the
importance of the language, it was reported recently that the English language
competence or ability of Thai people was very low (Kaur, Young, & Kirkpatrick, 2016). An
evidence was reported in the EF English Proficiency Inde2017 conducted by Education
First Language Institute; Thailand ranked 16" out of 20 countries in Asia and 53 out of
80 countries worldwide (EF EPT, 2017). The report of 2018 showed as low rank; i.e.
Thailand was at the Low Level group, ranked 64 from 80 countries (EF EPT, 2018).
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Concerning this issue, a large body of research studies covering all the four skills
have been conducted in the Thai context. Related to the English writing skill, studies
have focused on several areas. In the field of English language teaching (ELT), it has been
well documented that writing is the most difficult skill for English learners to master
(Widodo, 2006). Difficulties in teaching and learning writing are also reported
(Tangpermpoon, 2008). Empirical studies on writing in the ELT covers several issues,
including errors in writing, writing assessment, coherence in writing, new technology and
writing, genre-based writing instruction, written discourse analysis, Genre-based writing
instruction, as listed in Chuenchaichon (2015).

Rather considerable attempt has been made to improve the teaching and
learning English writing and resolve problems involving writing. Techniques in teaching
writing have interested a number of researchers. Toh (2000) reported on a practical
writing workshop for Thai teachers of English in a rural area in Thailand. It was proposed
in the workshop project to employ the genre approach to help teachers look beyond
structural elements like vocabulary, punctuation, and spelling. In another study,
Kaewkasi & Aksornjarung (2013) investigated the effects of two types of direct corrective
feedback (DCF) on writing by a group of Thai EFL university students to find out the
proper way of giving feedback to writing. Most recently, in a quantitative based study,
Boonyaratanasoontorn (2018) investigated the use of writing strategies of a group of
college EFL learners. The problems in writing English of the sample groups were also
examined in the same study were the problems in writing English of the sample group.
She reported that the subjects experienced several types and degrees of writing
problems. In addition, gsrammar was found the most problematic for the subjects.

A more recent concept in teaching composition is integrating reading and writing
in the writing class to enhance the learner’s writing ability. Three approaches were
advanced to explain the connection of reading and writing, namely rhetorical relations,
procedural connections, and shared knowledge (Tiemey & Shanahan, 1991, cited in
Fitzgerald & Shanahan, 2000). In this vein, there is literature confirming that a number
of ESL / EFL researchers advocate for teaching the two skills together.

Nonetheless, to date research on reading-writing connection involving Thai EFL
nursing learners has not been conducted. Besides English proficiency of the Thai as a
whole, English language ability has been a big challenge for nursing students. Like those
nursing students learing English as a second language (ESL), those learning the language
as a foreign language (like Thai, Japanese, etc.) have also found facing the challenge (Malu
& Figlear, 1998). Li, Chen & Duanmu (2010), for example, reported that the nursing students
in Australia had difficulties with comprehending lectures and academic texts, writing
academic English, and using technical terms. In particular, while performance in the
hospital context, they were found encountered difficulties with communicating in English
with people involved. In a qualitative study, Miguel, & Rogan (2012) found that, aside
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from pronunciation, those ESL nursing students needed to improve literally all aspects
of the English language ability--erammar, sentence structure, spelling, terminology,
abbreviations, and writing.

The present study, thus, aims to investigate the effect of intervention of writing
class by supplementing reading activities. The results are expected to shed certain light

on this instruction approach to the Thai teachers of EFL writing.

Objectives of the Research

1. To examine whether the use of English reading activities improve learners’
English writing skill.

2. To examine whether the use of English reading activities result in learners’
incidental English vocabulary learning.

3. To examine the subjects’ attitudes supplementing reading activities to the
English writing course.

Conceptual Framework

The concept of reading and writing connection / relationship the present study
adhered to is the Shared Knowledge Approach (Fitzgerald & Shanahan, 2000), as quoted
below.

Shared knowledge and cognitive processes between reading and writing....

[Rleading and writing are constellations of cognitive processes that depend on

knowledge representations at various linguistic levels (phonemic, orthographic,

semantic, syntactic, pragmatics). Reading and writing are connected, according
to such views, because they depend on identical or similar knowledge
representations, cognitive processes, and contexts and contextual constraints

(Fitzgerald & Shanahan, 2000, pp. 40).

In this instance reading is the facilitating mode for writing (Rijlaarsdam & Bergh,
2005). Recent research suggests that readers and writers share five kinds of knowledge
when they compose.

1) Information knowledge. This includes world knowledge and concepts that a
reader needs from the texts and from their own background of experience to
comprehend the text; and the information that the writer has and uses the text to
convey it. The information gained in reading benefits writing and, at the same time,
writing gives and clarifies this information.

2) Structural knowledge. This knowledge has been traditionally taught through
writing programs. It comprises knowledge of structure of discourse and writing formulas
(problem- solution frames, cohesion and coherence devices, etc.). Writers usually

produce texts with structure and readers use this structure when they convey meaninsg.
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In this knowledge, however, it is difficult to assess the reading and writing effects as
separate processes.

3) Transactional knowledge. This knowledge involves the conceptualization of
a text as a medium of communication between author and reader and makes people
consider the audience which also influences the writer's topic choice and revision. On
the other hand, readers make use of it by investigating and questioning the author's
purpose and style.

4) Aesthetic knowledge. This knowledge implies certain alliterate styles,
interjections, length which echo in the readers and writers ears and affect their choices.

5) Procedural knowledge. This knowledge makes readers and writers aware of
their writing/ reading process which helps them make conscious decisions about revising
and the strategy to use in rereading (Rubin and Hansen, 1984).

To sum up, by orienting the students to read in search of meaning, the type and
amount of reading material to which they are exposed will influence their choice of
topic, writing style and vocabulary while writing. Writers make use of reading in a number
of different ways: as they develop drafts, as they review their notes during writing, as
they compare their style with that of other authors, as they work and evaluate their
arguments (Tierney & Leys, 1984).

Expanded from the concept, several reading-writing connection models were
advanced. Kroll (1993), for instance, maintained that initial research suggests a correlation
between reading and writing ability in second language learning and the transfer of
reading/writing skills across languages. It was also suggested that teachers establish
mediating links between students and the academy: devising a sequential, recursive
syllabus based on reading and writing, and finding writing tasks that foster critical thinking
and which maximize the students’ interaction with the text.

Based on the transfer of skills hypothesis, three models of reading — writing
connection are advanced: 1) directional, 2) non-directional, and 3) bidirectional model.
Each of these models indicates a different relationship between the development of
reading and writing skills.

Eisterhold (1993) confirmed the relationship between first language reading and
writing indicates that better writers tend to be better readers, better writers read more
than poorer writers, and better readers produce more syntactically mature writing than
poorer readers. To this end, the researchers aimed to examine whether supplementing
reading activities would have positive effects on EFL adults learners’ writing ability and
vocabulary.

Literature Review

A large body of reading-writing connection research studies have been conducted

in the ESL context. Results of those reading-writing connection in the ESL context

supported the positive correlation of the two skills, which is not reviewed in this article
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due to space limitation. Presented below, thus, is a brief review of recent related studies
in the EFL context.

Parodi (2007) conducted a large scale study having four hundred and thirty-nine
grade eight leamers participating. The purpose of the study was to investigate the
connection between reading and writing from a discourse and cognitive perspective.
Participants were administered four tests. It was found that there was a significant
coefficient between reading and writing of argumentative texts in all the psycholinguistic
levels analyzed was found.

Another study, Habibi, Salleh, & Singh (2015) studied the effect of integrating
reading in writing tasks to enhance the English writing skills of EFL Iranian students
studying in an international school in Malaysia. It was found that after the reading
intervention the participants’ writing skills improved significantly.

In addition to studies conducted with school graders and university learners,
there are also studies that investigated the reading-writing connection in the English
learning of learners at the vocational level. Mokhamar (2016), for example, examined
the effects of combining reading and writing skills on paragraph writing of Palestine
vocational college students. It was found there were a significant difference between the
mean scores of the experimental group and that of the control one in writing paragraph.
The experimental group had more improvement in their scores than the control group
did. Hence, results showed that integrating reading and writing skills can positively affect
students' writing ability

Those are cross-sectional studies aimed at investigating the effect of reading on
writing ability. Reading-writing connection was also investigated employing longitudinal
design. Ahmed, Wagner, & Danielle (2014) investigated long term relations between
reading and writing skills at the word, sentence and text levels. Latent change score
models were used to compare unidirectional pathways (reading-to-writing and writing-
to-reading) and bidirectional pathways in a test of nested models. Measures of reading
included pseudo-word decoding, sentence reading efficiency, oral reading fluency and
passage comprehension. Measures of writing included spelling, a sentence combining
task and writing prompts. It was found that a reading-to-writing model better described
the data for the word and text levels of language, but a bidirectional model best fit the
data.

In the Thai context, the reading-writing connection has not interested much
attention of writing instructors or researchers. Kirin (2010) investigated the correlation of
extensive reading and English writing ability of a group of non-English major students.
The subjects were assigned to read abridged books weekly for 15 weeks, with varying
amount of reading at the readers’ willingness. They wrote an essay every five weeks. It
was found that those who read smaller amount, characterized as ‘High’ group, did not

improve their writing ability, while those characterized as ‘Low’ performed better. In
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other words, a marginal degree of connection between the two skills was found, which

was insufficient to support other previous studies.

The present study, although somewhat similar to that of Kirin in terms

experiment, was conducted in the context of ESP (English for Specific purpose). Results

of the present study, therefore, was expected to add to the existing body of research in

this area in relation to Thai ESP learners.

Research Methodology

Research Procedure

The present study was carried out at a small private university in the central

part of Thailand. The context of study was a lower-intermediate writing course taught by

the researchers. The course was organized as shown in Table 1.

Table 1: English writing Course Outline

Week Contents
Week 1 Course Orientation & Part of Speech
Week 2 Part of Speech (Cont.) & Basic Sentence patterns (declarative, negative

and interrogative)
Week 3 Sentence Structure (Simple Sentences)
Week 4 Sentence Structure Compound Sentences
Week 5 Sentence Structure CompleSentences
Week 6 Writing Process
Week 7 Paragraph Writing , Paragraph Components
Week 8 Midterm Exam
Week 9 Descriptive Paragraph (Describing People)
Week 10 | Descriptive Paragraph (Describing Places)
Week 11 | Narrative Paragraph
Week 12 | Argumentative Paragraph
Week 13 | Basic Essay Writing
Week 14 | Basic Essay Writing (Continue)
Week 15 | Basic Essay Writing (Continue)
Week 16 | Final Exam

As shown in Table 1, the writing course was a 3-hour one-meeting per week

course. Regarding the course contents, due to the fact that the students were considered

having limited language proficiency, almost the whole time of the first half of the

semester was devoted to the review of basic language elements—parts of speech,
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sentence structure, etc.; the course materials were prepared by the researchers. Along
the course students were required to do weekly exercises as well as two quizzes, besides
the mid-term and the final examination.
Participants

The present study was carried out during the second semester of the 2018
academic year in Thailand. Restricted by the availability of the target group, the
researchers employed a purposive selection technique. Sixty students chosen from the
population of 138 third year nursing students, aged 20 to 24 years. All the participants
enrolled in the’ writing course conducted by the researchers. Thirty students were
randomly assigned to the control and thirty to the experiment groups. They ware rather
homogeneous in that they were all third year nursing students, and only two (3.33

percent) out of 60 were male, as shown in Table 2 below.

Table 2: Demographic Profile

Variable Frequency Percentage (%)

Gender

Male 2 3.33 %

Female 58 96.67 %
Year Levels

First Year 0 0.00 %

Second 0 0.00 %

Third Year 60 100.00 %

Fourth Year 0 0.00 %

Instruments and data collection

Research instrument consisted of 1) a pre-post-test consisting of 2 parts: an
essay writing test, and a vocabulary test; 2) a questionnaire asking about the subjects’
backeround information and attitudes about English language learning and reading
supplement (carried out in small group interview sessions for experiment subjects after
the last reading supplement), and 3) seven reading passages with relevant exercises (for
experimental subjects).

The pre-post-test consisted of a writing test and a vocabulary test. In the writing
test the participants were requested to write an essay of 250 words on a topic related
to health science. Regarding the vocabulary test, to assess their vocabulary repertoire,
they were given a list of 50 words selected from the seven reading tasks, which were
selected based on the rationale that all the 60 subjects were nursing students. Thus, all
the passages and selected words included in the vocabulary test involved general

health. As they were third year students, all the participants were assumed to have
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exposed to the selected words in other nursing courses. They were requested to write
the meaning of each word in Thai, their mother tongue language.

The reading passages, selected from On-line sources, were about health issues.
The exercises following each reading assignment varied according to the contents of the
passages. Comprehension questions were asked in all of the reading assignments. Some
contained information arrangement exercise, for instance. The test items in the
vocabulary test administered as the pre-and post-test were selected from the reading
passages. In the essay writing test the sample group was asked to write an essay of 200-
250 words on how to keep oneself healthy.

As for the subjects’ attitudes towards the reading supplement, an open-ended
questions were given in small group interview sessions. The question for the group
interview was: What are your opinions or attitudes towards the reading tasks
supplementing your English writing course? The interview sessions were conducted by
the major researcher at the interviewees’ time availability. Audio recording were made
for the subsequent coding and analysis carried out together by the two researchers.
Data Analysis procedure

Data analysis consisted of the analysis of the quantitative data obtained from
the writing and vocabulary tests. Descriptive statistics (means, standard deviation) were
computed to answer the research questions. The data obtain from the questionnaire,
which consisted of closed and open-ended questions were analyzed using descriptive
statistics (demographic information) and qualitative analysis (information from the open-
ended question).

The essay writing scores were rated by the researchers using the criteria
adapted from a published grading rubric (http://home.snu.edu/~hculbert/criteria.pdf),
as shown in table 3.

Table 3: Writing elements under investigation

Element rated Contents covered

Organization Coherence, logically organized, transitions used

between ideas and paragraphs, overall unity of ideas.

Content Synthesis of ideas, in-depth analysis and evidence of

original thought and support for the topic.

Paragraph development The main points developed, quality and quantity

support, extent of critical thinking.

Grammar and mechanics | Sentence types, Spelling, punctuation, and grammatical

errors including fragments, comma splices, and run-ons.

Style Variety in sentence structure, diction, rhetorical devices,

and coordination.
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Two raters (researchers) graded each essay according to the criteria in Table 3.
Scores on paragraph and essay its organization, level of content, and paragraph
development were employed to assess the subjects’ overall writing ability. Grammar
and mechanics, and style, on the other hand, were used to identify the sentence
complexity in the writing. In grading the essays, the first rater was not allowed to make
any comments or remark on each essay to avoid opinion leading. Upon finishing, the
scores of each subject from the two raters were combined and divided by two to reach
the mean score. If the scores of any essay given by the two raters differed more than 4,
the particular essay would be reread by the two raters and rerated until a consensus
was reached to ensure rater reliability.

In addition to the quantitative data analysis, a qualitative data analysis was
conducted using the data sought from the open-ended question of the question: What
are your opinions or attitudes towards the reading tasks supplementing your English

writing course?

Summary of Results

Findings

Through the quantitative and qualitative data analysis, two conclusions were
reached: a) reading is connected to writing in certain aspects, and b) reading connected
to an increase in number of vocabulary, as reported below. In addition, students’
attitudes toward the reading supplement were found positive.

Reading-writing connection

To answer the two research questions, the data collected were analyzed using
descriptive analysis. Percentages of the focus contents were calculated, followed by a
subsequent analysis to identify the means. A series of t-test was also conducted to
identify the difference between means of the scores of the aspects under investigation
performed by the controlled and experiment groups. Presented below are the results
reported according to the research questions.

Research question 1:  Does the use of English reading activities improve learners’
English writing skill?

To answer Research Question 1, researchers examined two aspects of essay
writing: the overall writing ability (OWAb), and syntactic complexity (SCpx). The OWAb
was rated according to the grading rubric aforementioned (http://home.snu.edu/~
hculbert/criteria.pdf).
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Table 4: Post-test scores on the three aspects under investigation of the Control and

Experiment Groups

Control group Experiment group t P
X (sb) X (sD)
OWADb 13.07 (1.44) 13.68 (1.31) -1.73 0.088
VR 12.63 (1.30) 13.33(1.12) -2.23 0.030%
SCp 13.00 (0.92) 13.58 (0.93) -2.45 0.018*

o 0.05

Table 4 shows the means scores (X), standard deviation (SD) of the overall
writing ability (OWAb), syntactic complexity (SCpx), and vocabulary repertoire (VR)
performed by the two sample groups. It is shown that there was no significant difference
between means of the OWAb performed by the two groups after the intervention, P
=0.088, o = 0.05. In contrast, a statistically significant difference was found in the means
scores of vocabulary repertoire between the experiment and control groups, 0.030%, oo
0.05. Likewise, a statistically significant difference was found in the means scores of
sentence complexity between the experiment and control groups, 0.018%, o 0.05. In
other words, the experimental group scored better than their counterpart in two aspects
under investigation: vocabulary and sentence complexity.
Reading-vocabulary connection

Research question 2: Does teaching English writing by using reading activities
affect in learners’ incidental English vocabulary learning?

To answer Research Question 2, we ran a statistical test to find whether there
was any change in the learners’ vocabulary repertoire (VR). Results of the test are

presented in Table 5.

Table 5: Comparison of Pre-Post-test vocabulary scores of the experiment group

X SD t p
Pre Voc 10.90 1.45 -13.72 0.000*
Post Voc 13.33 1.12

o0 0.05

Table 5 shows that the experimental subjects performed better in the post-test
than the pre-test. The means scores of the pre-and post-test on vocabulary were 10.90
and 13.33, respectively.
Students’ View toward Reading supplement

To determine the subjects’ attitudes towards supplementing reading activities
to their actual writing course, they are requested to answer a questionnaire and attend

a group interview. Besides demographic information, we reached the answer to an open
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ended question in group of three interviews: What are your opinions or attitudes towards
the reading tasks supplementing your English writing course?

It was found that the subjects had positive attitudes. The responses were
grouped into three categories. The first involved the contents of the reading materials.
They unanimously agreed that the tasks made them know more about health. They
accepted that the tasks were interesting and concerning everyone’s daily life. The
second was related to the subjects’ survival academically. They revealed that although
they needed to spend time doing the tasks, the tasks made them read more and helped
them prepare themselves for their exit examination. The last category reflected their
English language learning. They admitted that although they realized the possible
benefits of the tasks, they did not put enough effort to them because they did not have
time; almost half of them confessed that they only did some of the reading tasks and
copied the rest. One observation was that not all of the informants were articulate.
However, they were willing to participate in the interview. Thus, the information obtained

was rather fruitful.

Discussion

The hypotheses, paralleling with the research questions, were accepted. Results
from the present study confirmed the reading-writing connection framework. The
experiment group had to read along with taking the writing course while the controlled
group took the same writing course without any reading supplement, performed better
in vocabulary and syntax. They scored better in the post-test than their counterpart in
the control group in two aspects: lexicon and sentence complexity, at oo 0.05. (0.030%,
and 0.018%, respectively). It could be interpreted that the syntactic structures and
vocabulary they exposed to in the passages they read were shared in their writing. This
supports the Shared Knowledge Approach (Tierney & Shanahan, 1991, cited in Fitzgerald
& Shanahan, 2000). The vocabulary score results were also congruent with Krashen
(1984) in which he advocates pleasure reading to enhance learners’ writing ability. More
importantly, the experimental group was found using lexical items from the passages
they had read in the reading passages assigned to them,; it can be a piece of evidence
to support the shared knowledge framework, one of the reading —writing connection
theories.

The only aspect that no significant difference was found between the mean
scores of the experimental and controlled subjects was the Overall Writing Ability. This
might be due to the reading passages which were authentic news articles, not strictly
written following the 5-paragraph essay convention. It could be interpreted that the

subjects only had additional exposure to reading experience and lexicon, but not formal
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writing, the criteria of rating which was relevant to the objectives of the writing course
both groups were taking.

Overall, results supported previous studies that reading enhanced writing. In a
large scale study by Graham, S., Liu, X., Bartlett, B. (2017), for example, it was found that
teaching writing had improved the preschool and graders’ writing regarding overall
measure of writing, specific measures of writing quality, and words writing. As for adult
learners, our findings confirmed the results of a study by Parodi (2007) in which
correlation was found between reading and writing argumentative essays of grade eight
subjects.

Although the researchers in the present study found significant differences
between means of the experimental and controlled subjects, they should have been
more considerable provided certain factors were otherwise. One of those was the
subjects’ language proficiency. The subjects in the present study could be considered
as marginal EFL learners, who had limited proficiency in all the four skills. These findings
could be interpreted based on the input hypothesis which emphasizes that the learners
are able to learn only when the input is comprehensible (Krashen, 1984). Due to their
inadequate language proficiency, thus, the learner could minimally transfer the language
features or the writing models from the reading passages they had experienced to their

writing.

Recommendation

As reported above, significant differences were found between groups on the
two aspects in question. However, no significant difference was found between the x of
the experimental group’s pre-and post-intervention in all the aspects under
investigation, it could be concluded that although supplementing reading activities to
the writing class might improve the learners’ vocabulary repertoire and writing ability
should other factors, such as motivation, be controlled; The present study was limited
to a group of limited English proficiency learner. It is, therefore, recommended that
further research be carried out with learners having different language proficiency, or

different research methodology.
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Abstract

The purposes of this research were 1) To develop the instruction model
base on brain base learning to enhance reading literacy and communicate. 2) To evaluate
the Literacy and communication skill of the students in the secondary school. 3). To
evaluate the effectiveness of the instruction model base on brain based leaning to
enhance reading literacy and communication for Junior high school students. The sample
used consisted of 32 students in Mathayom Suksa 3 at Thanakhon Yanwaropat Utith
School under the Secondary Educational Service Area office 12 by purposive sampling.
The instruction model base on brain based leaning to enhance reading literacy and
communicate for students in secondary school has 6 components: 1) The principles,
concept, and theory, 2) objectives, 3) content, 4) learning management procedure, 5)
Teaching techniques 6) Measurement and evaluation. The results of the analysis of the
process of teaching and learning activities follow the learning by using the brain as a
base to enhance reading, knowing and communication for Junior high school students.
The developed learning management process were step 1) Heavenly Stage 2) Active
Learning Stage 3) Practice Stage 4) Processing Stage 5) Yourself application Stage. 2) The
results of the evaluation of reading literacy and communication for Junior high school
found that the students learned achievement in reading, knowing and communication
higher than Pre-test was significant at .05 and the students learned achievement in Thai
language by using the brain-based teaching and learning model to enhance reading,
knowing and communication for Junior high school students higher than  Pre-test was
significant at .05 3) The effectiveness of the teaching and learning model based on the
brain-based approach to enhance reading, literacy and communication for Junior high

school students at the high level.

Keywords: Brain based Learning Reading literacy
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Abstract

This research aims to 1) Study the needs for the development of the cultural
landscapes model of Khao Pu’s community learning center on the way of life, water and
forest to enhance the awareness of water conservation consciousness. 2) Develop
the cultural landscapes model of Khao Pu’s community learning center on the way of
life, water and forest to enhance the water conservation consciousness and 3) Evaluate
the cultural landscapes model of Khao Pu’s community learning center on the way of
life, water and forest to enhance the water conservation consciousness. Phase 1: study
the needs for the development of the cultural landscapes model of Khao Pu’s
community learning centers on the way of life, water and forest to enhance the water
conservation consciousness. The data were collected by using an interview process and
the meeting with 25 key persons. Phase 2: development the cultural landscape model
of Khao Pu’s community learning center on the way of life, water and forest to enhance
the water conservation consciousness. The data were collected by using a field operations
with 5 key persons. Phase 3: evaluate the cultural landscape model of Khao Pu’s
community learning center on the way of life, water and forest to enhance the water
conservation consciousness. The data were collected by a focus group discussion
process with 5 experts and 5 key persons.

The research found that: 1) ..o

Keywords Cultural Landscape Community Learming Center Water Conservation

Consciousness
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