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Instruction of Instructors at Burapha University
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Abstract

The study aimed to investigate the cur-
rent instructional practices, problems, of instruc-
tion and the needs for instruction improvement of
instructors at Burapha University according to in-
structors and students perception. The survey and
focus group approach were used for data collec-
tion. The sample in the study were from three main
academics area, They were : Humanity and Social
Science, Science and Technology, and Health Sci-

ence area, comprised of 300 instructors selected
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by mean of stratified random sampling, and 2000
undergraduate full time students in the academic
year of 2003 selected by quota sampling method.
The sample used for the focus group were 45 in-
structors and 45 students, purposively selected.
The statistics for the data analysis were percentage
and content analysis.

The results of the study were :

1. Concerning current instructional prac-
tices as viewed by the instructors themselves, it was
indicated that they have prepared course syllabus
for all the course they taught. The instruction
method they used the most is lecturing. They rated
their teaching performance at a very good level.
Instructors thought they have well covered all their
instruction periods. They have regularly utilized
instructional media during the instruction. The
evaluation was based on both the content and the
learning process. They have regularly adjusted their
instruction. On the other hand, students viewed
their instructor’s instruction that the instructional
method their instructor used the most is the lectur-
ing method. The instructor’s teaching performance
was rated as moderate. The instruction activity
that the instructors used the most isreporting
assignment. The instructor’s regularly used in-
structional media during instruction. The evalu-
ation was base on both content and learning pro-
cess using test items.

2. Concerning current instructional prac-
tices as viewed by the instructors, The most prob-
lem is shortage of time to prepare for instruction
due to overloading in teaching load and other as-

signments. Other problems are; students are not

self-prepared nor self-motivated, lack of respon-
sibility, lack of determination, lack of discipline,
withdrawal, unpunctual, lack of academic founda-
tion, inadequate classroom facilities, too clouded
classroom(which lead to difficulty in evaluation)
and no workload adjustment. While students
viewed the most problem of the instruction as the
lack of instructional technique, lack of practical ac-
tivity, too much emphasis on learning, not having
clear explanation, the letters written in overhead
transparency are too small, turning the transpar-
ency too soon, low quality projector, lack of peri-
odically evaluation, the evaluation is more on
memorization rather than the application and the
tests item are too far difficult.

3. For the needs for their instructional
improvement, it was found that the instructors need
to improve themselves on model and instructional
technique for learner-centered. It was suggested
than a 3-5 days work shop at the university is most
appropriate. For students, They need their instruc-
tors to prepare the instruction in advance and get in
the class on time. They expect the enjoyable in-
struction, not a boring class, using various inter-
esting instructional media. The evaluation should
be conducted regularly in order to help develop
students and the content should be revised to be

up to date.
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