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Editorial Note

The editorial team is delighted to present Thai Journal of East Asian Studies (TJEAS)
Volume 30 Number 1. This issue includes four research articles and two book reviews on a
range of issues in social science, linguistics, comparative literature, religion, and history. The six
contributions reflect interactions between East Asia, Southeast Asia and the West through
politics, language, society, and culture.

The first, “Under the Eagle’s Wings, Counterbalancing the Dragon: Threat Perceptions
to Strategic Alignments of Japan and Vietnam” by Paniti Chaichana, investigates the influence
of threat perception on historical legacies and economic ties in the strategic alignment of Japan
and Vietnam. The quantitative research “Analyzing Hanyu Shuiping Kaoshi Vocabulary Levels
in Chinese Food Brand Advertisements on the Weibo Social Media Platform in 2024” by
Kanmanee Suwannasereeruk, Naruedee Prueksiri, Apirak Nusitchaiyakarn, and Kanchaporn
Siriwat, underscores a gap between textbook and commercial language use in society today.
The qualitative research “Queer Interpretations Across Cultural Texts: A Comparative Analysis
of Identity and Transformation in The Little Mermaid and The Legend of the White Snake” by
Khantisan Siengchin and Xiaoman Yang, offers comparative literary analysis through the
framework of Queer Theory. Another article, “Thai Buddhism and Diplomacy: Historical
Foundations, Religious Soft Power, and Contemporary Challenges” by Xiangyun Li, explores
the role of Thai Buddhism as religious soft power in the public diplomacy of Thailand. This
issue also includes two book reviews focusing on Japan and China. “Disability Publics: Making
Accessibility in Modern Japan” evaluated by Benjamin Ivry and “The Collapse of Nationalist
China: How Chiang Kai-shek Lost China's Civil War” appraised by Juan Miguel U. Palero.

The diverse studies expand perspectives on Asia as a region of political, economic, and
sociocultural cooperation, exchange, and negotiation. These dynamics shape the region in
contemporary Asian society. The editorial team would like to thank all authors for their
contributions and also acknowledge the anonymous referees for their time and suggestions for
improving submissions, as well as readers for their support. We hope that this issue’s contents
will contribute to East Asian Studies research, and knowledge exchange in academia and the

wider world.

The Editorial Team
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Under the Eagle’s Wings, Counterbalancing the Dragon: Threat Perceptions

to Strategic Alignments of Japan and Vietnam

Abstract

This article investigates the influence of threat perception on historical legacies and
economic ties in the strategic alignment of Japan and Vietnam from 2010 to 2020.
Documentary research and qualitative comparative analysis are used to create a theoretical
explanation. Results are that Japan and Vietnam share a common threat perception, driven
by mistrust based on historical legacies and strategic vulnerability from economic ties. Thus,
Japan and Vietnam have pursued strategic alignment with the United States by establishing
internal and external institutions and concurrently forming alliances to counterbalance

China, seen as a key threat by Japan and Vietnam.

Keywords: alliance formation, common threat perception, mistrust, strategic alignment,

strategic vulnerability
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Selmaiiiafionfuiulussuuseninesemne (Berger, 2012; Lind, 2008)

Tudnsumils guuBadeiusinsnrusiuasiuanigm kundnnisledag (Yoshida Doctrine)
Tugtuggnseanimindn (Grand Strategy) vosdugandaasnsiulanadsil 2 aeyjarunisiluy
waziivlamamsugiadudmunegean nsilanansgendnuiiodssuanuiuag uagnsinm
nesihdstlostunuiedlilussdusaniievanideamadnluiiuluanudnudsserinssna fausdd

o

A.f. 1951 1Wusiugn JavaenaeulgUulidnuwauzdusguisen (reactive state) Msofuanugesu

o«
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wWhinmsududmuusainaduneuenuagfisnansss iuvdn (Miyashita, 2001, 2013) Taeflsngiu
unanudalestuiiesigiluedndsnaradugUassadenisdiuulouieidagn (Pyle, 1987)
og1slsfinu nMevdsd A 1993 ngutinnsdleseysnddensulmiFundndunmsivasuudasloune
AsUszina lasuesiinisdundadedndulilfidufisniosmnutiuas wiidunsnoudsnanwal

<

Uszdrmdvesddulvinduuniuudednasslussuuseninaseina (Green, 2008) Aty wann1sledng

[

JatelunsanmalsyiRmansniluandunafudmsunisivuaulouigsissemavosddu waz

'
v

anduifeidutoldiuievdmivdiu idesnlidudufeseanuuuviedasaniulunsfinun
firmsuloungsnasemad ulmiuagnsuarsiusiasin uddyuannsauiuusuasinig
antuiusinfuiiflegtulmidmiumssuiiedufoanauadslmianiuld (Hughes, 2015)
4.1.2 gudUiUSIBATEENIRALANNUTIBUNITENSAENS
adgmsmansvosdiundniuanuvinmennarudouudssninssairsanuduiusmg
isugRariunmdniieuazaallilindanusanmelseiimansiuiu (Hosoya, 2025) iiledu

£
¥ = ¥ = U

I J a £ 1 v 1Y 1
ﬂ']'JSUULU‘UlIVi']BWUWQV]'NLﬂﬁ‘iﬁiﬂﬂﬂ’lﬂ%uqﬂ GDP damn 5.88 ATUNTULNIYYEANTY LLa%@Jﬂ’]i']EJIWQJ,

o

I
a (%

gudiv 1 vosdUulul a.a. 2010 dwmaligUugnudnanuzluidudiannunidlugiuznainuazunas

Y

[%
I

N3N NTARDY 1L uSMeIn (Rare Earth Elements: REEs) 1wy Janengrindulsianunsavgasiu
91MalAR5vesIU (China’s orbit) Ifdudertunnale ldniu dsalus Ine uasiduTudfidesion
dudndsoanainduduadudu o veuele (Miyashita, 2013) ¥1ldauiusizu1amaussugia
(Economic Vulnerability) LLﬁWNWIﬁWﬁG}% (Strategic Vulnerability) auanau nnelaaniig
QANNIATNIINITAIN (Asymmetrical Interdependence) (Hirschman, 1980) Fausolisuiiany
Iussumileninsnunisliiasvgiaduens (Economic Statecraft) (Baldwin, 1985) Lilenadudiu
ludainmAuuauviinizigunin aadunsainganisalyuseuseued a.a. 2010 (Drifte, 2013)
Ingansainatitnungniseoninasmsssfumsdieenismeinvesduundadiu (Dundon, 2014) fio
\Jugadsudrdgiivimeanudeuuuiaifeslnl (Neoliberalism) Al oi1aand exleania
\#i51gAa (Economic Interdependence) aziilugdufiniw wgnisalifgadl i imuauloviodiu
Wiuihmsianmaasugandunaneiduresinsiiduliunsnumsesulae (Tse, 2011) fuamneglu
anmeniulditimglieanseniteaudeanissnwinaUselevinaasygiatuaunangagn
an¥gn Mduffussiuauifunmeniis (Snyder, 1984) tilugmsusuiiemsulousiiioanmoun
WrsuuasaiuaisanutuashuiusinnAufiduduiu

4.1.3 nM3dnnegnseans: ananisudadeuganituBegn

nsuuInsananlilingdannmsiasuiiuaaiusuazanuUzu s nsenan s
wanslguAsuihuangnsmansidesunuvannslednsdgmsmansiBsgniidanunsydedodu

1 [

(proactive) HIUMANN51LUE (Abe’s Doctrine) MiFeNI1 NM3dAIWTITIgNLNOTURNN (Proactive
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Contribution to Peace) Faiunsvinlinisnevaussiedsanasainunareiduanitusegradu
5¥UU (Hughes, 2015; Miyashita, 2013)

Tuiifandunelu Sguaenuzdfsulassaiunnasiuasiunalondn 3 Ussnns o 1) ns
amaanenusuAIuvienni (National Security Council: NSC) Tull a.a. 2013 ifosiugudnisindnla
LLazﬁﬂﬁwqmmam‘mmﬁuﬂmmma (National Security Strategy: NSS) Tgansuiunannisnisi
dudmdesnifeduinim ng uazArloumadidoudszvdulnefienuzdosnsudndu 2) msfnam
sgossuynmn 9 Inallud aa. 2014 Wieeynalildansdestunuiessaniu (Collective Self-
Defense) Fufudsdndudmumaaduaianunnassuluauddyganuiuauaziuduanudy
wusdnsivanig enseeniulugiugiudinuaraindnvesdanuseninessa wag 3) MHiu
ngvaneasuadlud aa. 2015 ey linsinuigsssuyyee 9 fnadaduliasanunseu
npmneuazdestulilifingmnesidounasati snfafesdmaaufaiurssmalsyssuaiug
fulUe (Hosoya, 2025; Hughes, 2015; Liff, 2018) uanainil anusiariosvesanituidsusngdn
Tugmsmansanusiuauisnd (NSS) atud§uusst a.a. 2022 flnsedunsdenuionnaiugsesu
AwTemagsaniidslugiignegrsiliineilinnou Feazvieufinivdasnanvesanidusiu
ausiuaslunsmevaussionainvessualuniinia (National Security Council, 2022)

[

yaugiieadu Tufiianfuszninessna Sgunaeniuzssaiiaaiedisnnusiunaiuanis
LLazﬂq'mﬂﬁzL%ﬂ%%@ﬁudﬁuﬁlﬁLLmﬁﬂﬂayWEJﬂﬁﬂﬁlu (Like-minded countries/partners) laun
gealnside Buily Singu dSua FAUTLE Geeum uavedou videdl Liff (2018) Bond1 anglowns
wavUszleviduausiuaswiusninUssmaelde-wuafind danudaguioadu (Web of
Mutually Beneficial Security Ties among Like-minded Asia-Pacific Countries) flonuzasulilud
A.A. 2007 BangAnisalfanamavioudnainnissudtenneidgiuansooniirudosuaasmamsyaly
szivanna Talamzaunsnavvestuley enugluau Shangri-La Dialogue U a.a. 2014 Alsuszne
afuayuisaunuasiavtudesaamzsangadunmsdefunssavsmieAuumilunziaduld way
Busurnumeneuenssduinanuansommsaliiussmamaiuanus o smans
(Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan, 2014; The International Institute for Strategic Studies, 2014)

MsUszmAgadusanafudiuniaveidevimidula-uudiniasuazidane (Free and
Open Indo-Pacific: FOIP) fisjsifunsidioxloadegnsmansseninasmaynsuudfiniunmmanns
Suldoiloafamdnysefunsduinmuazanuiyiases waznsyaiisadunaei (Value-
oriented diplomacy) uiaastenuszesulnennidesiriiainusiuile The Arc of Freedom and
Prosperity lngvilingAnssudinanvesiududvanaunsesilasvesuszmalugiiniadule-
wUgnauna wazaulugninusiuile Asian Democratic Security Diamond Tud a.f. 2015

wgAnssuAsnanilugnsujifegradugusssununisasianietienusiing Quad seninedyu
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aw{gﬂ paawmsLaY duwde Tul A.A. 2017 (Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan, 2022a; Tatsumi,

2018) g Yuanidunislugiugiduunuimiivesan1duseninalseinatl Fagnsmansidesn

q

o w

Fenanldsunmanonduazasnsreuamesaideddaluaiodguavesneniguunivilos Aday
HIuNRBLAaY Kishida Vision for Peace Tusnu Shangri-La Dialogue U a.a. 2022 lngAtnzlauans
ms'ﬁ‘usﬂEJﬂﬂmwsﬁwauwuummmmsu “Ukraine today may be East Asia tomorrow” die
Feulssmuneunsasngsudeusswissumaluglsudsvaniunsalludula-udiin wieuis
UsgmeunuuFoRnmsiiiesnszdiu FOIP gszesdiapsiiiunsativayudnanuanunsasnuninusiuns
ymangzia uaznsadsueugnisunsalliunussmaluen@ounsfadsnuuesradussuuanndu (CNA,
2022; Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan, 2022b)
nsfudunsiaunvesdunansiannumeteuegisussndlunsioflunazUfuiuden
Afisueuiunuusadaliinganududsnunndsduiioadsauganssiunauazsullatuse
aneuan “ffans” (Ju) Aneremnesiuifesingfivesny wWisuiasiounmySufiasaauaniai
Tuthanarsiuiiufiasazsenanduveuiilulugisnamaum niuasainsuimg Juilazdinmdn
dusazveuawialilidoudatondunisaendsrarunisensmansuazysannmsidiiussuueiene
ftusiing nediUnues “nenduvd” (avsye) inresleuduuarlinisdudu femni aemgiuidng
aauasviaiesigilfedmszuaslugunaud Faazviounmnsdnnsgnsamansiiiesy “ldtn

Buninimadang” Iegalugusssuuazinds

4.2 nsaifneieauN: deansteeaetetUnuaululs

4.2.1 anulalindaanusannielsy idaans

wileaunLazIuUnATaIIEnTIAnauilan wiluddnnaulauwnna1maeaunsel
py1sidedAey lnonssaronddaduisisnuiudndouuinisunsndan-ladulanniunuueotng

L2

annmleion Jalanuunninanndniimivesdu nmsdreiemnuynitunisgaunisalaesiada
(Communist Kinship) 3asinilusiiesannnssun1anisyaunninasdunanyss fumnaegnsn1nuiase
Inggaunlinnuddyiunalsslovluisnfmilearsduiusnisaaunisal (L-H. T. Nguyen,
2012; Womack, 2006) Tumanduiiu sndnualuasngfinssuseninsemaraadenuiudsingiuun
MnusanneUsy Rmansuazaeduiudmaasughaindevasuly “densdey” (Foau) wenow
wensvnifidlyaiann “wanduvs” (amsg) Wiesnauazvgariuandviswavesiy
aralllindavosdoruudedufioduriulilindannmnndumieuaznisgnieniis
(Mistrust on Historical Victimization and Abandonment) tias1ni3anunandeyfuiusuinismig
QiimansIINMsegRniuIULNULTVaRIaEITTY (Thayer, 2011) USANIINNITYNUNATOILATHUIN

a a

Aunaulusdnlanaenasuanulilindadedududuladeiugulusziusndnvaliazindggyu
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gAden (H. Nguyen, 2011) vaugifieniu anuludinannisgnumsiwansealuefa augy n1s
WITENINMUN LWWams AUTYse Undu (A.A. 1972) MsgnIudanginizwisuea (a.a. 1974)
asndsaeu (a.a. 1979) uaznshitunsnusslunmsusngsgninedufuieauuinginzaudsna
vosannnlaiion (a.e. 1988) Ineduauiunesindunsinudslaglidddwalselovivemuy
(Vietnamese Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 1979) 1é’aé'nmmﬁ’madwﬁsmmmawmﬂL“f;lumsdjaéuaamﬁ
Useilszuouseminameiunadnads dwalideaundosiniuulouiemsssmaegnasziings S
iundnnisaniliifieadanudotuuiiuindeauneslidufoanay uadddidunszdostu
s siendhelagheniannifuly (T. T. Do, 2018)

4.2.2 angduiusMaATYINILAEANIUTIE U B NEANEnS

Mevaansusuiesugianielauleuts DS Mai (Renovation) BeauIun1IW1gn1IenIs
flawduegravanidedlals TneTunaeidugisudu 1 uarunasidmsnensilngiiian (Hiep,
2020) Vil gysmMaAnALTENLNULAHEUNS (Belt and Road Initiative: BRI) 98s3undugnueddn
HufvanauiBsgnsmansunnninlenaniaasegia anasinmingnsenans BRI fie La3edilo
yeedvsnaiionseuindumaiuseuazanaueiulnevesioauulnengde Jstaudsiundnns
vouaideoulval (Pham & Vu, 2020) anmemnandszumaasugiad Sulidenuudosdiiy
gMsAansnsEaeANLdLTLS (Diversification) Hunusmilofunguuszinaduiiiongaeenainis
Trasresiu a¥remnubaneurassnd (H. L. Thu, 2018) uazanauiusizunandegnsaans i
ArudouudsosiuaunaadasimiuiuiGesunuasfoniuinnniansss lufeunndia (General
Statistics Office, 2020) wilumafiinusiuns ansgs ndulssuanulinsdalugiugiudums
gmsenansinnt iesinanumssiduriiuanusanmessimansseninadenuniviveg
wilonimausgloviinnanusisis definmiBesesulaemionyinzmswauazvyinzaudsnadly
neindulifviaruguusslunassy 2010 Wuiladonondrnmdnunissanaiuainiuegwioides
Geaunudamnegluanneiifedddanuduiusmaasugiatuanism uazwusinsduduiniode
fsmasunAieaneumIEsI NS Uit sEheiien (Hiep, 2020)

4.2.3 Msdareenseans: 1inAuduUngviud e simansinseunay

Y 9 9

L2

AElARIINARUANENSANAAT BRI U093UKAEN1TVE18TNTNA0ENTT (Pivot to Asia)
Benuilduiuasunisindnagnsggmsmansuvudangu (Flexible Strategy) lilesnwiauna
HAUTE o TULIIAVOINULDILAZUNIEIUIA (Pham & Vu, 2020) AMUNINIEUTENITE1A V03
Geauu Ae n1ssnwaunaszninagedunisluilnlldielaegraduninis duanudesnisaiy
SflevsgmsmanslumaufoR weutlanddindm deaualduimsarududeutifonisonszd
ulsuisanuiuasndulugudnnig “dliuazaisdueg fuaniunisal” (Four Noes and One

Depend) fausngluagaunu1ansensinatluy (Ministry of National Defence of the Socialist

12
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Republic of Vietnam, 2019)
maifindouls “Yusgiuaniunisal” (One Depend) Aatfunsilintosinanisgnsmansi
noumnNIIgauNshwvaunalunmsfudlaednals nanme Geawudimssnemanns “li” 1
Furmnssumsmayadesudiolililsusilanfmueuarlfifueiedioaiuanudodude
Fuldliunsevun uwiluvagiiorfuilidedmianieuluemzaniunisa lunmsaieanusuilo
masuanusiuasiuanssy Woidueiosdetosusm nalnfnandsmaliFonuimaansasnsesu
mmé{’uﬁuﬂﬂajﬁuﬁam%qqwﬁmam%ﬁmamqm (Comprehensive Strategic Partnership) fuansg
Inedsanunsasnwiesulaenisensaians (Strategic Autonomy) vasnuledtila
watansUsuiitunadugnsi aseulidudaauiufianediiey 3 Usznisanuideriod
Ausinglutenansmsuszyuaivunlng wssanouidaduisnadeaumyad 13 ldun 1) nnsld
Usgleganmsnunguiasygialandiudennasnsanasadelyil wu anuananisaassening
avnmglsuiulenuy (EU-Vietnam Free Trade Agreement: EVFTA) A21UANANNTTALATNINTA
seminadnuuuasin1uald (Vietnam-Korea Free Trade Agreement: VKFTA) %3 0a3uanasdi
AsUAgUUAEANMTNd MU ud U IATYERIAATULUETIN (Comprehensive and Progressive
Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership: CPTPP) wasanis* idusu itoideulsafuiasughalan
MAdudy q fanadssneuReSenuesuiunsEinsUseima 2) matiiaunumiBegnly
nimyaAlasianzo@eulumsnszdumsmnnguluede-uudiin uas 3) msuaamiiusiingdiiy
n15UUR934 (pragmatic) milegaunisal (S. T. Nguyen, 2023; H. L. Thu, 2018) Feaensuiunis
wenuziusiingneaun1saloanaNANTNTeluUf URlaegeauysol
widsaumagiviaunannasnsuidwaliinnnusyiasy Seanigowinnegrannly
szpzusn mmssdugnsmaniuuuBanguiiiunadugvsluns ORLAD amdlsiFeaunuind
PednianUsyinmans uirnuinasensveednsnammearedulunessy 2010 Juliduau
Fosnsrduausndletuansyn lugwududsvsmanifiasaungu ull ae. 2023 Sadududy
yenTyRTERUGIan (Tam, 2023) uasusidedanavas Trinh uaw Ho (2024) Framudiniusiiutuuituil
vilvAeaunilanuziadouiusinsiiunAnadendstuaniss lunsaiisaugaiedu mitlusues
Y0IN13TNINYNSAIERS Leaundansszdasyidldlianusudiedenannateidunisyniani
gaumsal mssuilefuansss Wuisnnudesnmslumufiiiieaiuamannniniunsusesmes
V38 (H. L. Thu, 2018) fadunsaiiuszsmnsudlatiad niud vssmalideaumidu “wlaves
5ula-wUn” (The Very Heart of the Indo-Pacific) Witartmnglumsiasuadnaumnsmatniuiy
(Abbott, 2021) GeaunmnduideniiazinuszezvadiellliviniidsnannanedunsiagIulaense
vty eldunisanmnuidssnmsfiamnansys esnAfenaganiassonsm

Tumsidends deaunuidddynsaaninisnszateanuuieludnguusemevizoriudiuniuuifn
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AdeAdaty duefeteauuaisSulaeduly 91Uy (Choong, 2021; T. H. Thu & Van, 2023)
Tnedsaunulfenszduanuduiusiduiudrudgnsmaniinseunquiu guu duide uay
soawside dauTouadoutlouusinisdediuiu (Coorey, 2017; Schubert, 2017) saulUdan15udn
2A3eTs Quad-Plus Aunnmalduazihduaus msveneveueanuduiustuitieldSeauy
ansndndoudvsnavesiuldlunadon Tnsfidsasinuiiuiiinamegnsmanslilinssnuse

v a a

AUELTUSNINANUIRTULTsUALlY (Chang, 2016; H. L. Thu, 2018) suilunisavisuauznis

q

UImsnuBavguldegsauysal

wonani Heauwdsliniud SiunnsadiinuveUsTsIRILan T UsEnINsUsEneaile
musunafusunadung daludosuaasues viw Sui 3ust (Pham Minh Chinh) wen$guuss
vosdunusofiuszyunazaunsauunsuisanUsznd el am. 2021 fildendeseydnan
andszygfdnnienguunensia (United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea 1982:
UNCLOS) 1v8usgsssuyayumanmayns (Constitution of oceans and seas) W%@uﬁgﬂizq’jﬁ “N1g
nszvhefenflazifiangrineseninsUssmataynsliindsag (Unilateral acts, threats or uses
of force) fio AopnAulnensseanuiunsaza AmlunsIAuEe” (Ministry of External Affairs,
India, 2021; VGP News, 2021) n1suwaniaanainardbuiiieasidunisasaninuseusssunienisiio
widaagsioudenissuidoanauveaisnuiudonisvenedninavesmsnnalunziaiuliiign
nszAUIgnszUIuNslvaa Tuseninsssmmegnadussuy

ynnamilagasy mednrsensemansveaisnuutuiseguunnguresamuldlindaan
msnnifumbenasnsgnnoniisdafusesunadunssy fRmansiiladn muanduauuszuis
ynagsmansfignitusuinisieasduiusmaasegia Jadeidednineuaslasaiand ity
Feuldt “sfansifes” (Feauy) Fesnusuiiodnunesulnevesmuainsuasuninswinues “ngn
fn3” (3) Frowmil mavFuiiemsnisdiiugnsmandidim “wgrdund” @i Jeilldnseen
Alsnuiiiensisegadaiaia nindunsuanseenivd@alznsioiisensuusvealunsmduduln
wayduvEadundnussiuanuiuasuasinyzids iileanneunuduids ez s sUsnzainmng
fansftorannemeiulag iunansndsgmansiiviaruguusanniu sinsdesraihes Yuarinw

9 9

szggrieduminraulivaeslvinuesgnnduiunieyndalagumsunadeladends luinefign

woAnssuuidnduninaziouveanisideniiaved “laUndunIannading” weldlnsiesdng

anunsaluedunassnuniiunvdaduvemuesliendase nssus Larauna
5. dyuuazanusena

PNMIAENYIUTEUgUnUI ke Reauuiinssuiseanausiuiy (Common Threat

Perception) anwsunananulilingdannusannisuseifmansuaranuuseumeensmans

14
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Nnansduiusaasugia Taehlugnsdnnsgnsmandidimanigs daiiiiesdnnsatrsaandu
meluuazmeusnyssme wifinisdesaaiodieiusinglu (Aliance Formation) iilatanaiuiu
fignuesinfufoanawdmivduuazioauuiuiu Jsamsananldin Sginsaaunndiinng
FuifeaneuTiniuaztilugnisdnnegmeeansluiiamadeaiu

dofinsanifieruildlindannusanmalssfimans sadduuasioaumssesdudy
foanamainanalilindefidsuuvusistu nsdldu fe anulilindeiiinannsasusiiu
anunw Jsinasion1sgniutisleanuramenaniaasugia (Miyashita, 2013; Sato & Hirata,
2008) sdamsfiFulFuauray sy Rmansiduaiedionisnisyaiienaiugdutarainsainy
Iussuludefinmniziounin (Green, 2008) vauzdidonum fe nalilindasnmsnnidunie
uaznsgnyioniis lnsgnsnamuemautundi 2,000 U uaznisgnoniisainiusinaumsiung auvde
vaoudundnnisansiliiielfiduunulunisdiugnsmans (T. T. Do, 2018; H. Nguyen, 2011)
ognslsfiny wivesaslallindassunnsiieiu udneldiusunmsmandmansivanaedals
(Thayer, 2011) lédsualsiisanssgazuasluanuvesiutuienty Jadomad3afuussdniilsgiu
wazdnuuasnalndeantu wasUsufimmegvsmansileuiletuufusnessy 2010 Wudun

yauzifeniu luliirumgsuamsgnsmansanaeduiudmaasvgia guuiasFonu

WIynemiiasugiadusesgdlunmssy 2010 Taediunuidunielfiasugiaduesana
anusiuasludefinnAuuau (Dundon, 2014) vaurAdeausmesingnsmans BRI Aenisaslavens
Svsnavesdunnnitadislenia (Pham & Vu, 2020) waAnssufidnendnnisvesuuifniaddeoslu
fagfounuiuszursgnsmanivead iy (Dundon, 2014; Miyashita, 2013) uagFeaui
(Hiep, 2020; H. L. Thu, 2018) sudnduliisansiseanuuunalnisaniduiiodansensamans
dunaiuiuluginie

o

Wead Yuuasioauunesiududennaiudsuivaarduiiioudainissuidgnisaniu

gnsAans gl Uudnfaninnuduasiand Anusgsssuygans 9 tud ndndusiangvang
ANULUAY WATNANFUENTANEAS Free and Open Indo-Pacific $3u8ndx Quad (Hosoya, 2025;
Hughes, 2015; Liff, 2018; Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan, 2022a; Tatsumi, 2018) YULN

o v

Geaununseduduiusivanss wagyiudiu Quad Plus tnglindnmsanuldimuafienisensaans

<9 9

WUUNSEAEANUETLS (Choong, 2021; H. L. Thu, 2018; T. H. Thu & Van, 2023) iiasthwnunenis
arsnatuIuludula-wdin s msdnnegnsmandidimanssn auuumanisieseidaden
aanadnlniendenalniBsaatunvaimissuisognauaniuduulevesisssmaiaenndosiu
ansgy surdeuaidonnaznaasmnganeseninsUsema (Tatsumi, 2018) gyudasiian

'
1 1Y =

ansgy 1nTINgumanMsleTagguannseusiesulienginssunliunlingdavesdu (Miyashita,

Y

2013; Hughes, 2015; Snyder, 1984, 1997) vaziisaumusiindnnisanal wiuesinanigs Wu
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fnswastasiaiuademuuasldinnnindu (H. L Thu, 2018; Kurlantzick, 2018) fisaaausswmed
fdmunediuiulunisassaunaiazladoun1svenedninanimelavesdulunAiIssy 2010-2020
(S. T. Nguyen, 2023; Trinh & Ho, 2024)

mMsfdugmsmansvesgunazFemnalunassy 2010-2020 lifisadunsendelinmg
suvdifiodunneiidinsadureamgnfnsluanumeneuinuiaunanas ity uidasieu

fansnesiuasetieiusinsiiionmadiuanauegrudussuy nansfnenuSeuiisudliiuiiugl

o =

98095392858 UaUNTUNATOIMAL AN TUAINTUANAAY Uandudadsgnseansiimansys Tu

<9

[
I A v ¥

Arnasieniv iesanmsivideanmuniiredutduasnndesiuegiideddny lnedsingiuanain

anulalindaruusanniseiiaansuazanuusg U1 s ansaINiusuINIINI

(%
a wa | $ % LYY

wswgia n1sfuidmiuildgnuuadugnmaufofiunsasanduianiglusasserinassme e
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Analyzing Hanyu Shuiping Kaoshi Vocabulary Levels in Chinese Food Brand
Advertisements on the Weibo Social Media Platform in 2024

Abstract

This quantitative research with qualitative interpretation analyzes 1) the distribution
of Chinese vocabulary in Hanyu Shuiping Kaoshi (HSK) levels in leading Chinese food brand
advertisements on the Weibo platform in 2024, 2) frequency of vocabulary usage in levels 1
to 9; and 3) vocabulary item characteristically absent from HSK vocabulary lists in advertising
language. Data is collected from ten major Chinese food company advertisements with
18,156 words, including 3,355 unique words. Comparison to HSK Levels 1 to 9 vocabulary
lists shows that the vocabulary covers all levels, with items not in the HSK lists comprising
the largest proportion (46.29%). These non-HSK items are placed in three key categories:
food and brand-specific; marketing and promotional; and internet-based atmospheric. Next,
high-level vocabulary (HSK 7 to 9) is at 11.92%, with elementary to intermediate levels (HSK 1
to 6) at 4.77% to 8.88% of the total. In terms of frequency, basic words such as “ff]”, “—”,
“Nz” “3k”, and “fR” appeared oftenest, reflecting structural simplicity and strategic
semiotic use. These findings suggest a gap between textbook language and commercial
language use, which may help to develop foundational business Chinese vocabulary and

promote digital literacy through informal language learning in society today.

Keywords: HSK, advertisements, Chinese food brands, Weibo
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Sileduuardonmunniu 1wy Douyin, Xiaohongshu, wag WeChat vaugiRgaiu Weibo dsaadu

WundrAnyves “nagnsnisieasidedygye” lnslamgluningsiauaznisnain dadevniinende

o 3

'
U v 1

VENNARATTUNRE1INAENS LeFRaNTAMALUTUALAYTUAIYDIRUTLAA (Flew, 2015) wualily

3O

D¢

4

Javtoulidiudn serumdmvialdly Weibo iifleeusUsuananuanunsanian vy wids
AETOUATINATLANINNSAAIATBILUTUABNE Y
LLmIﬁuﬁmmsaa%m&Jlé’f}huqmawawqwﬁmsié’mmﬁ'aaa (Second Language
Acquisition: SLA) 484 Krashen (1982) ffunsiFoudauing input Miusssumiuasiinnamng
(meaningful input) sl I3ouaansaRaLIANLAINITINIIATY stelugudny laeansed
wazsinwensanuldegeivssansnm Tnsanglunsavedavan duinldnwniinszdu daau

wazoanuuuLionsAuauaulavesiusian Seanunsaldiluwvasoyalunisiesizilasasng
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AMYIFULATIERUAANA LA DN AL

awv o d

3.2 TR ItasiunsUssgndldseauadni HSK

MsaeuinsEAuANEA19IFU (Hanyu Shuiping Kaoshi: HSK) idunisnaaeusnasgiu
ponuuuINaUszfiua A s Furesilalldldn v Fudunwu Aeludunisden
N3 waemsldiinluusunvessenadu (Globish, 2020; NeARNT LARBNSNA, 2564) N13aRY
HSK agnelinsmiuguavesdinaTuigunsAeAUTENINUTEIMA NTENTNANYITNTANSITST
Uszrudu nginaeinisuseliuagdmannassunsinssdunviuienisfnsumnni St
AmuanIanenwdueendu 9 seiu wouimunadaddwifianzianzasdmivusiaz sy
(Ministry of Education of the People’s Republic of China, 2021)

MNMINUMUTIINTIINUITin s unas HoK wlfidunseulunsiinseidenaiFeus

wagdaUsslnnene 9 881903190319 Inglulifvesdenisiseusiuun1anis 3an uiven (2563) 1a

Anmvidndn HoK lunilsdeFsunmiudmiuindnundula 1 wuidanuaenadasiu HSK
sedu 1 uay 2 anniian (Soway 86 way 82.33 mudau) FetlviiuimdsdeSoummsguituns
adeguddifiaonndesiuinuiiiassduduiuguiemisuanundenliuig oy

Tuwazifondu nuidelungudeussiamiufiafiensiouduuulaiidunianis (nformal
Learning) 155841 WaMAANY Wazamy (2567) laAnwseauAIAng HSK ﬁU'ﬁmquLwawaaN WayV

wagnuAAnTiATaUARUALATEAU 1 8 6 Tunnunwas lnelaueiwwauludenivssdnsamlunis

[
a v A

HIEINTFANILIRIPIURLANTUIwazN3Tlagn uananldalinnsunnaet HSK Ildiaszilu

U3UNUBIMNTIUNNNITET Y fAausngluaiuss adsny ydnsdenis wazaney (2568) Fala

q

AATIENNNTTINIINSileslulgna1vesd Fuila nuddinsldmdnyiaseunqu HSK M 9 sediu

a o W

Taengusziunana (HSK 3-4) Usinguinilan (Fesas 23.2) wagilddmiuenads HSK fsfosay 29.9

] o

Fadndufdnidaeaunisaiuasulouiesiuad

o w 6

26141580 wilRziinnsAnEsEeuAIANY HSK TuniladalTou 1wad wagINNIsUNIINIsHIDd

a

WA wAg9AIUIINYY0I919v9991UTT8 (Research Gap) Tudiuvesdodinuaoulaiidgsia
Inglangdolawanuuunannasy Weibo fellanuagnisliniwauniuninunsedu vivade wavdn

fimsnanddniiluiuenads HSK wWenavinisnain nsAineidedagiuiajafufugesingding

[ o w 6

Ten15ATIERTEAUAEN HSK Tudalawmunvadhususa1isauun Weibo Ua.a. 2024 e lmiiu

Y

wainvanisidnuIululangsfiafdviafauwnndrsainawiluisiseursedetuiianily

3.3 A3ULaTY09919U89N1 AN

o/ a 1

INMIANYITIUNTIUTALITEI Ui MaSeuinwIulugAfIvialasudvsnasg1auin
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nndeosulatnarunanlefuledoaiiie Ssnaefuiiuiiddmesnindouinwiuulidumans
(Informal Language Leamning) Mifi3suaunsaiifisdentuniulsogridassuazdetiles (Sockett,
2014) IneanizegeBsluusunvesdedinuiu wu Weibo, Douyin wag Xiaohoneshu Fufutes
yan1sdeansndnuesiliniuIugulva (xu et al, 2025) uonandl Aolwdeadsiiunuinluids

o

A13RANALALIAIUSTSY TINTSiaenluAdwIludawantluleasyiauileaseAUAIUAILITANIINIEN

[

ity Lwié’fame5Qﬂaqwﬁ‘miﬁamﬂ%qamw (semiotic communication strategies) UB4LUTUALL
nsaseersual muFAn waznmanualdeuslana (Flew, 2015) wuilidudsndianunsnesuieniy
nauinsliniuifiaesues Krashen (1982) dafu “input fidusssnvidnazinnuming”
(meaningful input) FsflunumddglunsduaiunsiFeusddmiuazmadilalassaiienvisii
nsfusanuiunede wu WemlavnludeAdvaludndfinds nsthazduddw HSK (LiEKF
Z4) ultlumsiinseiaiw feduuumeildfunissensulumuddosumumansUssynd
desmnanunsol#insefuanududouresmmuardsuiunnuendevesiomidosraiuszuy
(ngeAn" LAImeusNa, 2564; Ministry of Education of the People’s Republic of China, 2021)
iAdefiiuaninisuszendld Hok Tuudundivarnuane sisludenisaeunsgiu (Gam
WAImeR, 2563) AoTulfiasELANUTIINGS (3551 IMANUAAT WazAL, 2567) LAZIMINTTNNNS
midles (8A¥nY yaAvdduns uazane, 2568) Sauandliifiuinnsly HsK Wunseulirsgvianunse
PIgsrysTAvvRImAniuazimadnsluussgndlilunsianisiseunisasuliegradusyaniam
ogslsfnm Adeiflegdnlngsinjaiudomemsviodotuiisily
idlefinnsananmsnuynuassanssutirsiuiiuandiifiudseunnisinuidmsirinegly

Va o =

USUNYDIABNTITHRUNINTTIU Ao TUAIUTLANUMINGL UaEINNTTUNNAITL0U0H YN HIT87

MNUANTBUNTIATIZALALLAILANYTDIT19UBIBIAAUFAINEIRILN TR TERUAANI HSK
mvatvuTunnsidmludelavanuuunanesy Weibo tieaSurgunuimvesddniilunisdeans

[
a ] CZ =1

\Wegsnaveusuiemsululanadviasiuady vl msleseidiondouiAnaiuniwinisiswan

[

fupshnsidenldtosddunumédnlunsainsmndnualuagltininguslan
4. 521U8uRIY

sufnuiifunisifeuvusaunaiu (Mixed Methods Research) Tngnsiasiesidayaids
USinaunazidsunimidisefuesgaduszuu nande ludewiunu §isesunudennuainie
Tawanveauusudomsiututhd iy 10 wususanunaniedy Weibo Tulla.a. 2024 udathan
Arsginudvesdnyinazdnsefumdminiunsou HSK iilowaninisnsztefvesidnsiluus
avsvdu Tudumslinehidsaan §33el938n5nsesiiidon (content analysis) TneiFua7n

[

A15AMLABNTDAINUIARUNL D NWULLAUAUNITITANFNY D1NTUNINTUIVSUNNIS A NAITAS
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doansiddlavan uazAudiusIenitsmdiiuaumIngidannssy lnedanguanvarnisldm
Mlaieglunsou HSK auUsznnnsle W Aadenmdnwal Andeiausssy wagAnldldudnila

LAIRAUUNUINYDIAENALUUIUNNITEDEN5VDIEB lalwaN

4.1 Ysensuaznguaiagig

nauiaegwweauifedl 1dun dolavanveauusudemnsiuduidmeunsluwnaniosy
Twduaiife Weibo d1uau 10 wusud Turasda.a. 2024 Tngldvdninasinisdnidendedudelawan
ASIUTIANAINTIY 2024 1 E AR AT #B b Faldusznne
Fi#” UsganUe.e. 2024 (Hongcan & CNR, 2024)

I
= U o

YoaUUTUFDMTIUT LY
Pa R AR R
e[ Hudessulatiniglénissifures China National Radio (CNR) Tnevthieaudendn
yossguraiuiiogludainyss China Media Group (CMG) Hulwsdsnaniiunumadglunismeuns
Toyarnasiisadostuulouisniady lasugha uazemanvnssumng 9 vosUszing uazlduns
gonsuindunilsludenensifanuindedegduszived lneinusinmsfadoniusudfinginog
meldnsiiunuvennznssunsinduddadulundnnsvesrnudusssy anudunans uas
arwilusila Ineldnssuumsussiiunaiifussuuuagasouaquuansdii vl n1sUssdiuldonds
Fuidvdn 4 Usens 1oun Jeideseoular] (4 M LIRS HD nsdoansvesuwusus (5 BFE B350
N1STANISULUTUA (R E TR ED wavanuaulavesnusua (5 ETEFRED 2annsguaunis
Uszifiudenan amgnssunsladmdonuusuddndedidanalanausiuan 220 wusus 91nndn
60,000 uusUFTUszmady iledadiduiiu “ ki vie “Auuusudtuiilugraiunssudn
\Aoedu UsedUae. 20247 droimnil Fuled g e uundsdoyaiidanuiniefog
wvandmsulfifunasisrddunsdadenuusudommssuduilundsed deluudanudu
nensvesvastayanazanIdusTUUTRINIT UM TUsslulFFunssonfuluseiuUsEIA
Tunsdneil “Bolavan” mnedderufiwownsiudyTegradunanisvesnususun
wnanneasy Weibo “HiSeun1wdn” ninedaiseun1wdulugiugnwealseng uay “wusun
omnsIutuh” mnedaususilesuanafenuasiinsmeunsiiemetesoiiiecuuunano sy

AINAT?

< v
4.2 NI13NUIIUIIUVDIYEA

£%
av Ao =

NUIUANLADNIHDMANNFD A YAUNVDILUTUAD IS IUT UL A UNRS LA AT AU LT 98U

WUSUARIMNSIUTUINTIUIY 10 wusuanldidunguitegne laun HEH; (Haidilao), & 248
(Ldoxiangji), FUFF455 1 (Héfti Laomian), ELEL & M E /7 (Babi Shipin Guanfang), 4akk
M (Juewei Yabo), Rida® (Yudnji Yunjido), MEAEREZ (Yanggusfu
Malatang), IEFXSHE (Zhéngxin Jipdi), S REkEHE (Bantianydo Kdoyd) way N FRsE
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[ v Y

(Tai’ er Suancaiyu) Inglvanuddgyiudoyaludieta.a. 2024 e dudselonisetinide
thnsfnw wazesdnsiaulalusumsveegsianasmsiFeusiausssudu lnowunsSouidwi
TuvunmeTawagsiuate Faazthemuinuensldmuludiausedriu mwiduludegsia uagiiin
auitnlaludamsssudu wu Adilusedu HSK ARedesiussfia n1sf waznsmanaludu Jeas

HigiinANUNTERoIesuluNSSsuIMYIIUlINNE Y

4.3 \p3adienlylun1sidey
lunsidguinguadnyi3Teldlusunsy Microsoft Excel lng319518n15AAniaInGe

T2WUIVDILUTUA BIMITIUT UUNUT UL S UNUARIATANN VDA ALTEAU HSK a3 by Wlandu

Y [

“Remove Duplicates” wag “VLOOKUP” lun1sfnnsesAgiuasduanuseaunnsanuy wiouiy

i AluusagseauefnyANudvesiINuIIng

4.4 MsAszidaya

mudsedindomandelavanveusudemssuduhinumsdadenuviniswen
Fdwvioanilud 9 uasiU3suifleufugnddmiinasgiu HSK i 9 sedu Fs819B591nionans The
Chinese Proficiency Grading Standards for International Chinese Language Education (Ministry

of Education of the People’s Republic of China, 2021) S?iﬂL‘ﬁumaummgmmﬁ‘ﬁumﬂmaéfm%’u

I
v

nsTmunszaunwIulugasamiiudeyaidve lnglusiuagilunisiesizi Meil wewfiuainy

[y [y

wiuglumlesied nuddellaiinmsrgeunnugndeswaansiugaAnsiiusedu HSK denis

'
Y
U (3 Va v v

Weuduadsidniduaty wieudunmivluwdazsedu uenanil §Idedslanarsaundrdnsinly

Usingegluadamdne HSK wunsemn Ingldnisinnudenauniniieasuiednuaenisidnuiwag

PUNNYDIAENTIAINAITUUIUNFB LW UDILUSTUADIMNTIUTUUN

5. NAN1SANE

1
o

INMFAATIANUIEAENANIIGITUTINI 3,355 A1 wagdduIuAIvanan (33uA1vn
A1) Wit 18,156 A aelathmdnivalluSeuiisuiuagrndnyivas HSK M9 9 sedu e
doauvasiluwiaseivu wagnsraeumlioglussuy HSK namaiasesikantseazideanioy

AN5198708 9P ANT L ULAaESEAUAIRD LU
5.1 52AUAIANY HSK TufalaiyanuauusunaInnsauauLn

ANNTIATIENAD LAWAUNVDILUTUADIMNTIUTUUN 10 WUSUR UUnanasy Weibo Tudl

A.A. 2024 WUAFNAN UG AUTILIU 3,355 AN AINTIUIUAIMUA 18,156 A L191UITUNAL
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TEAUNINTFIU HSK (9 Te6U) uagAAnsiuenaas HSK annsaasunmsiuaslunisnad 1

A1519% 1

AFUTINIUULALINTIUAIANYINIUTZAY HSK Uaguenssuy HSK

3TAU HSK  41uduAn  Sowaz AnwazAANT Aag19AIANI
1 279 8.32 ﬁwﬁugm’iu%mﬂszﬁiﬁu (yara, a1, R, —, 1% K AR, T, A,
Aanssuimly) I ST
2 298 888  1WIN0IMNT, B13uAl, A0 WaEnIs fr, L W Ty, 5B,
Aosnaaly PSR, JA, 05, Shf
3 254 757 NINTTUNNHIAL, NITAAN LA &, 4 0, O, &
Uszaunsnlguslan Ea B ﬁ%_&
4 229 6.83  MizanBegsia, Wsludu wasaunw 0, B W, M1 52, B, E
A P, 14, m@;z
5 182 542 AdUtauRnIzaIuNI iYL 2 B ONfE fhBE, iRV
Weina W, A5 H, i, 4y
6 160 477 MANIAEIRaTEAUgILazNI A 5, 3K MR, TS, $ATL,
vrseme VE, L, B,
7-9 400 11.92  AdAnvdugoudedyysuasnisasng W KR, i BN, $7, I,
WUTUATEAUEN R B FS2 B
Lyioglu 1,553 46.29  ANAWIZTVNNAIUDINIT, NITAATN WSS, B, EE,
HSK soulal uazAuaaIBUmOsIIN S R IR FD SR,
izt
JWiaue 3,355 100

1: Amseilaeg iy

31015199 1 nudnArdnsiludelawaunuun Weibo ATeUARNNNTEAUTUYDINIATFIY HSK
atdlsfinny fdedunaiminaulaluusasngussauadl

| [y

1) ngusyAuNugIudsszaunans (HSK 1-4) fidndrusuiudosay 31.59 dwlungidudnly

9

TuFinUsedriuRertuems nan uazfanssuinly (au i1, 17, f, 548 udiFuiinsldddianzas
Frulusludunaramuamdudlusedu HSK 4 (au 8%, 3, 30 ienssdurualadou
2) NauTEAYas (HSK 5-9) ddndusiuiuiesay 22.11 mdnsilunguildinyimdinasng

UFSUINARALFDAIAMALTF Yz UTUA tne HSK 5-6 dnldiedeisuszaunisaliusinad
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Futou (W G, BE, FF4%) aueh HSK 7-9 T Nasnaumnuusetlnwasananwaniainusssy

A A

9115 (W B, FEBR, IE52) Wistuanuuidadowazanuduiioa dnvaskusun

3) nquandnvinliegly HSK: WJunquididndiugiantssesas 46.29 Usznousaadnmg 3

v o

anwzdIAY Ao (1) YoLRNILVBIMUTUARALIIYDIMIS (Wi TS, HEHR) (2) Ardninisnain
Aaviasware (gu BT, B, RIS ) way (3) dunurSeddnifosuiildadmnuduiuies
Lazo1INAlTI (Wu Q #, WML AV, VKBTI

lngasy delaivaneMsAUTUMTHANRAIUTENIN “AN418” YoIATEAUNUg IR

%

hdaguslanaende eugludumsly “Aiamznie” uay “Ailioglu HSK” Weazviaunmdnuel

Y

LY

MuadeuazaenndesiungAnssunisdearslugafdvia Fediodudiud

1Y

v TN slawandngs
Tunstiduiilaguslan

o o

5.2 AudvasAAwiludelawan
INNTIATIAAFENYIINNA 18,156 A1 (530A97) NUsINluFolawuvakusUADINIS
Ue 10 wusud nudrAmmdanunlunisldaugega 20 susuusn dnsuaukausEnieAmining

Tsnsaluazavandealuviey Asusinglunisad 2

A1519% 2

$98M3AIANYINAIR I8 TUN T TG 20 SUAULTN

10U AANA ALa fovaz 10U AFNA AR fovaz
1 1) 556 3.06 11 & 125 0.69
2 — 320 1.76 12 e 119 0.66
3 "z 209 1.15 13 1 107 0.59
4 S 183 1.01 14 A 105 0.58
5 IR 181 1 15 N 103 0.57
6 ficf 148 0.82 16 Hr 101 0.56
7 T 144 0.79 17 i% 9% 0.53
8 R 143 0.79 18 H& 93 0.51
9 Al 129 0.71 19 It 93 0.51
10 W 126 0.69 20 11, 91 0.5

1: szl idy

NA15199 2 NUNATLANNDGNER 5 duduwsn laun “f”7, “—7, “BZ”, K7 uag K"

Fanuadnegluseiu HSK 1 agviauliiuidelavanemsduiienldlasaisnisnseuieuway
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Huugudeliddsusinalusniildesamn

Usziduiiuraladie Tu 10 Suduusnusingdin “HEIEHS” (Haidi 1ao) Faduionusud
nnziilieglundsmn HoK uiaudgdludwud 8 uansliifuindeuusudlalfihmihifiosde
w1y wildnanafumienemwddylunisdeasidaluiailudelavan venanddnily
diuit 6-20 dndwg)fudiissydnwazvesemsuazUszaunsainisuilon wu “6%” (an), “A”
(ile), “F5” (vow) way “3%” (@e/uox)

Tngnwsan fegaaruddslndiuianagnsmsldnmniidiinnudeudelunsldnie (4
52AU HSK 1 10ugu) waunauiuAEaududon (dMszysaninazuing Weadiansg

Agalanayyinliguilnmandianslevanladeyy

5.3 Sineidnuvasddnwidlisgluszuy HsK

uansITenuidEidliusngeglundssndwy HSK s 9 sedy Tdndugefiandedosas
16.29 (1,553 A1) Fadeiduteyadrudfyiiavvieuisnnuvainvatouazanuiuaioreaniw
Tawanuledeaiife ieliiduuldumsldddnivadludelavanuusudemsiu §3duls

o

uunkazendiag i AninaulansouiudukazANnINg AaUsINg a1 3

A1519% 3

feeemIAnnliagluseuy HSK SUnNmIuunyImnIsaeas

UssnnAndnd

o

I3

fi79819ANANN Nudu (Pinyin) AUNUY
1. Adnslanigniemnu VYR H&idilao TAman @euusususiolyl)
DITUALLUTUA % [ 45 Yangguofu wawaﬁs’aa (Fouususmsinaita)
T & KL jidngzhéng nsznevan/fulndeses
féngdu
H Al gingtudn Ty (uuneuwdsdiden)
2. MANTIIINITRAIALAY ¥ shangxin 19U gEUAT LA
TusTudu 1K béokudn FuAvnen/dungensn
EYRE S xidanshi mid wilazwas (I1aa1ansIan)
osha
R shénquan jié wANIaAUesgnAx
3. mfEseUssEIIALey Qi Q tdan Qmﬁq/lﬁymwﬁv
Mwdumnesiin WIS T mdnxué fuhud Humds (WisumaRamdsdeemns)
PRI ni léng wo Aaugaud (Fauasdonisidiusay
l6ng Tudifang)
T e cdihéng pi M318uyenI v vea8191N

1: Al idy
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Mndeyalumsed 3 aunsadieneiunumuasanudifguesidmyialiogluszuu HSK
18y 3 Dandnsed

1) nydeansdndnvaluaziausssunsuilana

sl Aniamemanasdowusus (wu IR ifman, T vundeniu) axvieuls
Wiunnelawanvhuihiusinanslunsdeuiansssunisiuvewnausiuasie Amarhulioy
Liusnglunasiunasgiu HSK uindufinnudfgegddunsaiunmiiuagsndnvaivesnusud

Tulaguslan

a

2) nagnsnisiduinmlalugadivia

MAmAGen1nan (T Bk, RIS uansfanainvosauilawandisjadunisnsgiu
p1suniuazngAnssunsindulatensrenng: falunmvidnagnifeguennieveuvnvaaniu
nanslushsiFeuly

3) NM3as9nulnaTAIUN B UMD SLTN

nadonldsdwifiuantensuniuazussennia (u Q # yuids, BULE nsbuse) Flvidu
faAUNEIEINTBIMUTUALUNNTAATRII LA as 1INl uAwe U SUansnguAus Ul avviouds

anwazraswlgvane AU sduTNIINnIINIsFeasUayaLie s uRe

1% =

UANANTRAUNTADAITUAY Vayamatidsagyiouna “dasrieseninaniwludmsiuniei

14939” (Authentic Language) agnafitudnAty Ardwvinguillalaviminiieswanisdeainumane

[

fugu uidady “doyaniufiiarumane” (Meaningful Input) MulLIAAYes Krashen (1982) &3

Pl Fousuamudeulosssminunufunatamaasushuasdenudivalddanudedu
namsiereiluduidd idudn ddwiilieglusedy Hok SldHuissmdniang

Usngiduninsrmidy wiviviihdifunalnddylunisaenumneddemuazidanisnain

Tuusunvesdelawura1nisausivaeag1adussuu Madu N1TIRIIERTERUAIANAlAEe1984

WINIFIW HSK istagrafetonaluiisaneluniseluisdnvaenisidniwlulandearslaqgiu

1
=) CY

Inganzluuiundendianinisuanmdniilug 9 99nu1e819meLloANanoUALDIRBNGANTTUVD

Austaalugatagiu

6. d5duazaiusena

=

ANSANYIITEATITNUIINT Y AIFANA LUE DLW UTUADINTIUUYE Weibo Tanuwauenis

¥ '
U A U =

nszatedininaula lnerdnviszauiiugiu (HSK 1-4) Sepadugruddgiivsnguesiian (Sevas

o

31.59) WisanuazaIntunissuansvesiuslng agelsiny Useiaunddgiianfonisusingues

= ¥ 1

Adniflueglunds HSK Tudndiufigefiefesar 46.29 Gedrulngiiduddnyianizniaiiy

[ a v a

gRavNIsIeMNSarAdENYIsaleNas ieunaTnvesdnundviadulule.a. 2024 wansiduasula
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ManwlawaniugatagtuiunssaunauseninddassaisiizeuieusdulnedyyziBanagnsi
DELUBNIMLDYDULUAVBIARIANENILRTFIU

nnMsEnvmuUsERud A RfUTesiesening “adeddwiinass e’ fu “anundudld
suadludagsia” Tasdadiumdnyiuanads HSK Aigafounimiaiu asvioufaninfivlnogis
smdrvesmenduluiunmddBidnnsednd edwsimand ldldvimindisdnsdeans
auviang widsimidududnuainieTausssunarnsadnaensualsin wu nsldean “Q e
(Q tan) AdFSnusasiunaufusnusuilodeduilodudaoms wion1sldsin “BEk” Baokudn)
Wioadeinteuanuieusiniu Snvasmsldnmuduidenndostunuiteves Song et al. (2019)
finuiunannlasy Weibo Wuiufiddalunisndndrddniidsadsassdiiedeassndnualuusus
Fusuadiy Fwinannnisldnneluddvnsitiuninnasans AL UGN

uanNa Nk N13AdEmTszAuga (HSK 7-9) uazuonads HSK Usngdadiuiigesiad
Tadfy SsaenndeatuwuiAndas Meaningful Input ¥e3 Krashen (1982) Tnsamigluusunves

% 6 Y Y a <
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ANSAAINLATIES MIAIUNTIUIAUSTTU: N15ATIZMUSEUTIBUD RaNYILAY

nsiasuruly The Little Mermaid wag w19wg 19917 aUuvad Ble Eviag

unAnge

muitedaquamilinsedisufisusndnuvalinis fuarnaiud susnudasiugly
1330N55U 1Janae (The Little Mermaid) Waz 119119977 (The Legend of the White Snake)
PEIBNITIATIZINTIUNTIH (Literary Analysis) agn153lAs1EMIssauARLUSauTIBU (Comparative
Analysis) n1glansaunguiaies lnedaduiuianuuiAn1saiw (Performativity) ¥as Judith
Butler WagaNYWEUTIVIAG U (Humanormativity) nan1sAnmu ssunssuisaesFesasviounts
Wasuusndnualilidutinuazanusniignig wiidasaszindynsunuusmusiuanining
gavepulunsuasnmsisnu midfediausuuslfveronisfnwludidedusuiinszinimen

Suvesunlunguiiiaumainvatenana (LGBTQ+)

AIEIAgY: NauwIs, The Little Mermaid, Wiangy13una, 35saumml3euiioy, snanualnies
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Queer Interpretations Across Cultural Texts: A Comparative Analysis
of Identity and Transformation in The Little Mermaid and

The Legend of the White Snake

Abstract

This qualitative research comparatively analyzes queer identity and trans-species
transformation in the literary works The Little Mermaid by Hans Christian Andersen and the
Chinese folktale The Legend of the White Snake. Using literary analysis and comparative
literary methodology, the study is framed by Queer Theory, specifically focusing on Judith
Butler’s concept of performativity and the concept of humanormativity. Results are that
both narratives reflect painful identity transitions and forbidden love; despite being
systemically suppressed, the characters show resilience in pursuing agency and self-
existence. Future research might expand to other media forms and analyze reception by the

lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer/questioning, and other (LGBTQ+) community.

Keywords: Queer Theory, The Little Mermaid, The Legend of the White Snake,

comparative literature, Queer identity

42



Thai Journal of East Asian Studies Vol. 30 No. 1 (January - June 2026)

1. uni
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(The Little Mermaid) ¥83 Hans Christian Andersen Wag w79Wgy19773 (The Legend of the White
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Aoeslanateidudsiaaaeuny (Andersen, 1872) @UN 9N 19977 Lmﬁawaﬂﬂﬁ@u (EF D)
Yrnagunittiigissauasnsowvaimeidusywduas lfnngquintasinmjudeaiieu (VL) B
faaoauiufunarl§inidanuge uinnuduiusvesinndugndnvnalasnaisdusl
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[3 o

wagluinefianligiduignessdililieddmaniila viliisedemanansinainausn uinuinuay
amnufnivedsendudsnegiaziduiFesfignianuiusely (Feng Menglong, 1624) Wil 2350un35Y
asufinaniudunilsluduuiinunwaranysaifian gnarvsuuanioudesdulag B s
TughenSasamssuil 17 Sudulaesiveduiie (114%) aviouriunmedsnuuasfasssuvesdulugn
fulfesrediau

msAnnilfidelimguiieos (Queer Theory) ifunseuntnAsvdnlumslinnesiifteriome
ussiagIuedsan (Normativity) warienoulasaasnagnssdiu (Binaries) Aladuutsseninenn
Unfuazaulaiund TasanienisussendlduwiAnufuifin1sniw (Performativity) 484 Judith
Butler duavindndnualildunuansiinieds uiilunandnanniswansnengwginssuniels
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Va v v oA

g1un1vesdeny (Butler, 1990) uoniannil A3duduveulesiunsounuiAnuIyweussing 1y
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(Humanormativity) lnguuifadiansanitdnvasanuduuywdiduninsguasanuasduussin

Aa aaa A Y @ 1 1 & &

grufidaddindudesufiinuienissensu vlmiuiusiwuduywdiduaudnaisvesfasssuuas
vssiagIuty dawasenisiA1danuesd i ind dan1nziAsduatewug (Wolfe, 2003)
nsldnguiindesludnuasdawdismeliiiuiinsulasslussunssuisaeniodldleiies
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NANAUYILVBULALHIANNMAINMANENIUNA (LGBTQ+)
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Sources) lfuAl 2153003511309 (F9n1J08 (The Little Mermaid) ¥4 Hans Christian Andersen atu
awdanqulaeifideidenldatiuutares Mrs. Edgar Lucas Fefinsilud a.a. 1945 Tun1siinsies
gathuninmusuetudundn Weasmuuianimnssunssuuazamnifuvesiifounay wamg)
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1) UfURnsdsusiudiansmiug: msvimouaznisduudenyweussingu (Trans-
species Transformation as Performance: Challenging and Submitting to Humanormativity)

2) Anusndigniig Audusiusuenussing 1y waznisidu “du” (Forbidden Love, Non-
normative Relationships, and Otherness)

3) M3gnvinlviRey N15UsUUTIN waemsiduaag (Silencing, Suppression, and Sacrifice)

4) N13WEIMINITAFINY N1580UTU wazaunuelulanuInssy (Quest for Being,
Acceptance, and Meaning in Tragedy)

MEINIATIETIsTANTIILaY S p N uLET avtinansieseiiUTeuiiey Wiedum
9092 ALANGANS wagAMuATUS sEninsUssifuadesivinglu The Little Mermaid uaz

=
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Y
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6. HANTANYN
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Uszaun1saliadestnuusunnieiausssuiiedsnaiuseiuaiesiusngluwsasisoediansiumie

AnuuanAdlatng mslnszilidangududssinumananunseunisinu toun

6.1 UfTAnsiABusudasiug: nsvivneuaznissuudeutyweussing1u (Trans-
species Transformation as Performance: Challenging and Submitting to Humanormativity)

fAvemquiiedos madanmsuvasiauasmsiudsusindnasiniug feiduussiduddny
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puosduufiininaies (Queer Performativity) fisjsvimenieduusonseunuAniiniod
Y9389A) (Butler, 1990; Halperin, 1995; Starnes, 2013)
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Tusiauna (Every step you take will be as if you were treading upon sharp knives) uag#dia1n
Adentosiugiiay woldduiatsmuivinsunauavavarivsesonsneanduaesn
(The pain was immense. It was as if a sharp sword passed through her body) (Andersen, 1872)
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uywdiilianysaiuayliannsodemsaruunsouniiuiaids iilaazveaselumeveuiaslon
e lalldvtaden lalifsuywdedtafiud (Andersen, 1872)
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Acceptance, and Meaning in Tragedy)
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Thai Buddhism and Diplomacy: Historical Foundations,

Religious Soft Power, and Contemporary Challenges

Abstract

This paper explores the role of Thai Buddhism as religious soft power in the public
diplomacy of Thailand by examining its application of ethical language, institutions, and
overseas networks in foreign exchanges. Additionally, diverse diplomatic values are compared
in different situations. A structured review of English-language scholarship, historical institutional
analysis, and contemporary case studies of a multilateral Buddhist platform, Buddhist-linked
humanitarian engagement, and overseas Thai temples are included. The historical relationship
between Thai Buddhism, the monarchy and state authority is traced, with credibility factors
shaping contemporary practice analyzed. Results are that Thai Buddhist diplomacy has
enhanced its influence and promoted continuous interaction through moral narratives,
international forums, and transnational networks, but effects vary by context and credibility.
Domestic Sangha disputes and perceptions of politicization or state intervention may weaken
religious authority, while increasing competition from China and India might prevent expansion
of influence by Thailand. This concession between credibility and autonomy in Buddhist

diplomacy is explained with suggestions for improving credibility and continuity.

Keywords: Thai Buddhist diplomacy, religious soft power, public diplomacy
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1. Introduction

1.1 Background and Research Question

Although it is argued that Buddhism should be dissociated from politics, research
suggests that Buddhist institutions and political authority often intertwine in practice (Dubus,
2018; Zhang, 2012). In Southeast Asia, religion has long shaped political, cultural, and
diplomatic life, and in Thailand, Theravada Buddhism has been particularly influential. Since
the 19th century, rulers have used Theravada Buddhism as a moral and cultural framework of
political authority, building on earlier tradition linking royal legitimacy with protecting religion
(Ishii, 1986; Swearer, 2010). Buddhism is not an official state religion, but constitutions accord
it special status as the majority faith and center of national culture. According to the United
States (U.S.) Department of State 2021 International Religious Freedom Report, citing
Thailand’s Department of Religious Affairs, 92.5 percent of the population identifies as
Buddhist (U.S. Department of State, 2021). Thus, Theravada Buddhism is embedded in national
collective identity as a moral basis for the monarchy and political system (Keyes, 2019).
Narratives, institutions, and networks generated by Buddhism extend overseas, forming
resources for Thailand’s engagement with publics internationally.

No longer limited to intergovernmental negotiations, diplomacy comprises
communication with inhabitants of other countries and the cross-border flow of values,
identities, and cultural networks (Klavins, 2011; Fox, 2018). Nye (2008) views public diplomacy
as a method for cultivating national soft power but distinguishes between 1) public diplomacy,
or international communication and relationship-building; and 2) soft power, or influence
achieved through attraction, rather than coercion. Nye (2020) further emphasizes that public
diplomacy cultivates long-term relationships, not short-term image enhancement, and its
effectiveness depends on credibility.

Recent research has deemed religion a source of soft power from symbols and
narratives, relying on transnational religious actors and institutions. However, the diplomatic
value of religion is not easily discerned. International audiences evaluate legitimacy and
credibility of religious participants; governments cannot create appeal by administrative order
(Mandaville and Hoffman, 2023; Nye, 2020). Zhang (2012) observes that Asian monarchs used
relics, scriptures, and envoys to forge alliances and consolidate authority through Buddhist
diplomacy. In the Asia-Pacific region, with nearly 500 million Buddhists, governments are

increasingly using Buddhist resources to build narratives and conduct foreign affairs. Thailand’s
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Buddhist heritage and network of religious communities and temples raise the question of
how religious tradition may become a diplomatic resource despite questioned credibility and
intensified regional competition.

In this context, this paper inquires how Buddhist ethical vocabulary and institutional
networks are used as religious soft power in the public diplomacy of Thailand, and when does
this mobilization generate attraction or become discounted. Three subsidiary issues are
likewise investigated: 1) historical narratives and institutional arrangements linking Thai
Buddhism to state legitimacy and transnational precedents shaping contemporary practice;
2) contemporary channels through which Thai Buddhist diplomacy operates, and how these
channels differ in state involvement and religious autonomy; and 3) credibility challenges and
regional competitive pressures constraining the perceived authority and allure underpinning
Thai Buddhist soft power. The contemporary analysis is developed through three relevant
cases tracing the proposed credibility—autonomy mechanism:

1) Thai Buddhism refers to the mainstream Theravada Buddhist tradition of Thailand, as
socially practiced and institutionally organized around the Sangha, temples, and lay religious life.

2) Public diplomacy means cross-border communication, outreach, and relationship-
building directed at foreign publics rather than interstate bargaining alone.

3) Soft power alludes to shaping preferences of others through attraction rather than
coercion (Nye, 2004).

4) Religious soft power pertains to forms of attraction rooted in religious authority,
perceived legitimacy, and credibility.

5) Thai Buddhist diplomacy implies cross-border public diplomacy through which
Buddhist actors, institutions, ethical vocabulary, and networks engage with foreigners. It
extends beyond Dhammaduta, or the international transmission of Buddhism, treated here as

one channel in the overseas temple networks of Thailand.

1.2 Research Objectives, Main Argument

This paper has three objectives:

1) identifying historical and institutional foundations linking Thai Buddhism to state
legitimacy and to transnational precedents still shaping contemporary practice;

2) specifying main channels through which Thai Buddhist ethical vocabulary and

institutional networks are used in Thailand’s public diplomacy; and
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3) assessing credibility-related conditions under which these practices generate
observable attraction or become weakened, contested, and discounted.

Results are that Thai Buddhist diplomacy is a credibility-based mechanism translating
Buddhist resources into religious soft power. Its effectiveness depends on how external
audiences perceive it. When the public recognizes its moral credibility and Buddhism as
relatively independent from the state, the mechanism operates effectively; when
politicization, governance controversies, or strong state direction arise, efficacy is diminished

and the operation may be contested.

2. Literature Review and Research Gap

This section reviews three interwoven studies on the relationship between Thai
Buddhism and the state, the role of Buddhism in diplomacy, and religious soft power. Through
this analysis, caps are identified to achieve a mechanism-based account of Thai Buddhist

diplomacy. A selective review follows:

2.1 Thai Buddhism and Politics

Studies on Buddhism and politics in Thailand note a long-term relationship between
Theravada Buddhism, state formation, monarchy, and national identity. In modern Thai politics
and culture, Buddhism is often seen as a symbol of national identity and moral order,
continuously strengthened through institutional arrangements, educational systems, and
public ceremonies. One conceptual framework cites nation, religion, and monarchy (chat,
satsana, phra maha kasat) as a normative ideology of loyalty and identity related to the
construction of modern Thailand as a national geographical entity (Winichakul, 1997).

Empirical research further shows that this structure is rooted in systemic operation as
well as symbolism. In terms of the Sangha and state, modern monastic reform has centralized
management of monks, strengthened administrative control, and enabled political actors to
invoke Buddhist authority during crises (Dubus, 2018; McCargo, 2004, 2009). More
retrospectively, Buddhism and monarchy are usually seen as the two pillars supporting

national identity, as concurrent cultural resources and symbols of legitimacy (Keyes, 2019).
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2.2 Soft Power, Religious Soft Power, and Thai Buddhist Diplomacy

Soft power obtains sought-after outcomes from attraction rather than coercion or
payment (Nye, 2008). Mandaville and Hamid (2018) describe religious soft power as a useful
term for describing the use of religion in foreign policy to engage and influence populations
abroad. Mandaville and Hoffman (2023) underscore the renewed importance of religion as a
statecraft instrument. For Nye, soft power relies on culture, political values, and policy,
especially when perceived as legitimate, differentiated from resources generating attraction.
Through public diplomacy, states organize resources to communicate with, and attract, foreign
publics. The relationship between soft power and public diplomacy is reiterated by Nye (2020),
who underlines that public diplomacy works through credibility and long-term relationship-
building rather than simple propaganda.

The literature suggests that religious soft power should not be treated as an automatic
source of attraction, but a resource whose diplomatic value depends on credibility, deployment
modes, and channels through which it reaches audiences overseas. Two points pertain to the
situation in Thailand: 1) religious soft power has a high degree of credibility-sensitivity with its
appeal potentially damaged if the world audience perceives instrumentalization or scandals;
and 2) the multilevel use of religious influence relying on semi-autonomous religious networks,
overseas Chinese groups, educational links, and official state measures. Despite government

support, full control of these channels is onerous.

2.3 Research Gap and Contribution

The literature on Buddhist diplomacy rarely addresses the visible soft power outputs
of Thailand (Zhang, 2012). Research on Thai Buddhism and politics details institutional
entanglement and bureaucracy, but offers scant links between domestic dynamics and
assessment by external observers of diplomatic initiatives and international credibility
(McCargo, 2004, 2009; Dubus, 2018; Larsson, 2018). Regional competition and debates over
commercialization and authenticity have also been weighed by researchers, but the impact
on credibility of Thai Buddhist diplomacy remains overlooked (Chia, 2025; Kitiarsa, 2008).

This paper clarifies specific conditions for Thai Buddhist diplomacy to produce visible
attraction. Diplomatic value of externally transmitted Thai Buddhism depends on credibility
of actors and institutions involved in the activity, as well as the renown of Buddhism. This

paper empirically includes Thailand in the discussion of religious soft power research;
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conceptually, it notes that to establish religious soft power, the controversial status of religious

authority and completeness of relevant governance are key factors, rather than public popularity.

3. Research Design and Methods

3.1 Qualitative Research Design, Data, Case Selection

This qualitative research combines historical institutional analysis with contemporary
case studies, focusing on specific contexts. The goal is to observe how Thai Buddhist ethical
vocabulary and institutional networks are used in national public diplomacy. The attraction
itself is unmeasured, but observable output is sauged through publicly available information
on differences in credibility and perceived autonomy for each case.

The analysis draws on four source types: 1) English academic literature related to Thai
Buddhism, Sangha and state relations, and religious soft power issues; 2) historical archives
and constitutional texts on the institutionalization process in Buddhist countries; 3) policy
texts and official statements released by Thai and international organizations; and 4) Buddhist
diplomatic platform organizational records pertaining to Thailand. A third-party report is
included for triangular verification.

The contemporary analysis inspects three cases chosen to represent distinct Thai
Buddhist diplomatic channels and diverse configurations of state involvement and religious
autonomy, allowing within-case analysis and cross-case comparison: 1) Thailand’s recurring
hosting role on Vesak as a multilateral platform; 2) Thailand-linked humanitarianism after the
28 March 2025 earthquake in Myanmar; and 3) overseas Thai temple and Dhammaduta
networks studied in the United Kingdom (UK). These cases involve identifiable Buddhist actors
and institutions in cross-border outreach, documented in cross-checkable sources, with
contrasting contexts for assessing credibility-related variation in observable outputs.

Because attraction is difficult to observe directly in public sources, religious soft power-
related outcomes are assessed through five observable indicators: 1) participation and repeat
involvement over time; 2) institutionalized outputs and follow-through, such as declarations,
working groups, repeated programs, or documented continuation; 3) third-party framing by
media and partner statements; 4) evidence of sustained interaction, such as renewed
cooperation, ongoing partnerships, or routine programs; and 5) credibility shock spillover, in
which domestic Sangha disputation, scandal, or governance controversy appears in overseas

reporting or shapes cooperation narratives.
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3.2 Analytical Framework and Limitations

Thai Buddhist diplomacy differing in diverse contexts may be explained by the
credibility—autonomy framework, connecting resources, practices, and observable outputs in
a unified analytical chain. For resources, the content mobilized by Thai Buddhism mainly
includes ethical vocabulary and moral narratives; convening in Buddhist forums; and cross-
border monasteries and organizational networks. These resources are used in three channels
focused on here: multilateral Buddhist platforms; Buddhist-oriented humanitarian assistance;
and overseas Thai temples (including the organization of monks). When an external audience
recognizes the moral credibility of Buddhist actors and perceives their relative autonomy, the
output of religious soft power will be more visible; but if the impression of politicization,
governance controversy, or state intervention emerges, the output will be weakened and
produce controversy.

The five indicators listed in Section 3.1 follow a set of transparent verification standards
in the application process. The key facts for each case should be compared with at least two
independent sources such as official statements, internal organizational records, and third-
party reports if available. Self-declared information can only be taken as supporting evidence
of declared intention or claimed activity, rather than a sign of external acceptance, unless an
independent third-party framework repeats it. Conflicts from different sources will be
indicated, with differences, prioritizing detailed descriptions and independently verified
statements.

Rules for specifically interpreting indicators:

1) Duplicate participation only occurs when the same organization, platform or
organizer leaves a viewable record during a certain interval or in many cycles rather than once.

2) Any follow-up action must be based on visible continuity evidence, with results,
renewal projects, or repeated cooperation indicating that the action persists after an initial
declaration.

3) Whether a third-party framework signifies a dispute depends on if the report
expresses political doubt, governance dispute, or moral tension as explanatory framework,
rather than a secondary mention.

4) The spillover effect requires strict evidence of a clearly visible link between
domestic dispute and overseas response, reputation discussion, or cooperative narrative

before inclusion in the investigation.
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Analysis of three key cases follows an intra-case one by one identification of resource
types and channels used in each case, organizing observable output, and distributing
indicators; this model is compared to credibility conditions and autonomy status over the
same times. Cross-case comparison examines whether diverse channels have similar indicator
patterns under comparable credibility conditions.

Research limitations include that the data analyzed is mostly open English literature, which
cannot directly measure the actual attitude of foreign audiences, and or attribute any follow-up
policy to Thai Buddhist diplomacy. Second, coverage is limited of unrecorded informal practices
and unrepertoried reception activities; this may lead to systematic underreporting. Third, media

reports for diverse nations and events are unbalanced, with observations duly impacted.

4. Findings

This section outlines the historical context and normative basis of contemporary Thai
Buddhist diplomacy and investigates three cases and a supplementary information channel.
Among the cases, the results of Thai Buddhist diplomacy may be traced, but the performance
is unbalanced; when diplomatic procedures are clear and the outside world seen as relatively
autonomous, results are most significant; after politicization, governance disputes, or competitive

frameworks emerge, relevant achievements become more restricted or controversial.

4.1 Historical Foundations: State Formation, Legitimacy, and Transnational Precedents

The pre-modern Sukhothai and Ayutthaya kingdoms established a Buddhist model of
sacral kingship in which royal asylum and religious authority mutually cooperated. The
dhammaraja model promoted by Sukhothai strengthens as reflected in the close spatial
layout of the palace and Wat Mahathat in the city center (Tambiah, 1976; Krairiksh, 1993). This
pattern reflects a moral community. The identity of royal subjects and Buddhist virtues are
intertwined as a basis for grasping the interaction between Buddhism and state power in
future. During the Ayutthaya period, successive monarchs expanded the protection and
supervision of the Sangha. Court rituals displayed royal piety and clarified the sacred
monarch's supervision of religious institutions (Tambiah, 1976; Wyatt, 2003; Reynolds, 1978).
The monk network and shared ritual calendar rules connected local duchies (mueang) in a
shared Buddhist political body, creating a concept of national identity for later generations

(Baker & Phongpaichit, 2017; Strathern, 2019).
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The Chakri dynasty began in 1782, starting the modern consolidation of Buddhism in
Thai governance. Early Rattanakosin reforms under Rama |, including the 1788 Bangkok council
to recompile the Pali canon and reinforce ecclesiastical hierarchy, reset the framework for
royal supervision of the Sangha (Ishii, 1986; Tambiah, 1976). Later monarchs expanded
monastic education and standardized administration, with Mongkut’s Dhammayuttika reforms
and Chulalongkorn’s 1902 Sangha Act codifying a nationally integrated Buddhist establishment
under state surveillance (Keyes, 1971; Ishii, 1986).

Amendments to the Monastic Law in 2017 and 2018 allowed the monarch to appoint
high-level monastic personnel (Bangkok Post, 2017, 2018). During external threats or internal
crises, the Thai elite repeatedly cites symbolic Buddhist vocabulary and ritual resources to
consolidate national authority and social cohesion (Keyes, 1971; Jackson, 1989). Schools,
national ceremony, and mass media further instill the state, religion and monarchy
indoctrination, and Buddhist piety becomes an expression of Thai national identity (Winichakul,
1997; Keyes, 2019).

This process has launched an ongoing process: Thai Buddhism has the triple identity
of religious tradition, cultural resource, and national establishment. External activities draw
moral narratives, organizational platforms, and transnational connections so that Buddhism
may be mobilized internationally. This also explains why the tension between credibility and
autonomy is repeatedly felt, because institutional ties boosting external cooperation also
affect acceptance of Thai Buddhism overseas. This framework will be extended to

contemporary practice through three key cases.

4.2 Normative Vocabulary: Ethical Claims and Moral Authority in External Engagement

Alongside historical and institutional foundations, Thai Buddhism offers ethical claims
from officials, monastics, and civil society actors to frame external engagement. In current
discourse, Buddhist language is often a moral vocabulary explaining specific practices, rather
than a doctrinal argument. References to Theravada values such as loving kindness (metta)
and compassion (karuna) with peace (santi) and nonviolence (ahimsa) commonly associate
Thailand’s international stance with humanitarian responsibility and peaceful coexistence. This
vocabulary is credibility-sensitive. It may support moral responsibility narratives when ethical

claims match delivery practice and perceived integrity, but may produce skepticism if
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observers see a discrepancy between moral language and observed conduct, or religious
actors appear bound by state interests.

These ethical frames have different emphases in the three cases. In Myanmar-related
humanitarianism, compassion and relief of suffering provide the main justificatory language for
external help. For Vesak, Buddhist idioms are translated into internationally legible themes
such as peace, trust, and solidarity that support convening and agenda framing. In the UK
temple-based activity often indirectly employs ethics through community service, education,
and daily religious ritual, when perceived autonomy may be easier to sustain. Tourism and

meditation are discussed below in supplementary contexts impacting exposure and reception.

4.3 Three Focal Cases in Contemporary Practice

Leveraging historical context and normative vocabulary, this section gauges how Thai
Buddhism is used in tripartite external engagement: hosting Vesak events, humanitarianism
after the 2025 Myanmar earthquake, and the UK Thai temple and Dhammaduta network.
Religious tourism and meditation are discussed in a supplementary subsection influencing
exposure and reception, without treating them as cases. After observable indicators outlined
in Section 3.1, each case separates practice from observable output and assesses how output
patterns vary with credibility and autonomy.

4.3.1 Vesak as a Thai Buddhist Diplomacy Platform

Vesak is analyzed as a platform-diplomacy case because it links an internationally
recognized commemorative frame with recurrent transnational convocation (United Nations
[UN] General Assembly, 1999). Thailand has often hosted holiday commemorations, especially
at Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University (MCU) and for the International Council for the
Day of Vesak (ICDV), organizing and documenting several cycles (ICDV, n.d.). This case
underscores the argument that platform staging may generate visible outputs, but its soft-
power significance is fragilized when audiences doubt the credibility of actors involved or see
initiatives as overly instrumentalized.

In cycles hosted by Thailand, Vesak is a hybrid platform for which MCU and ICDV
convene capacity and documentation, while state agencies arrange diplomatic access,
ceremonial visibility, and public messaging (ICDV, n.d.). This hybridity is analytically meaningful,
explaining how a platform can sustain dense interaction yet remain prone to credibility

discounting when its public-facing layer underlines national symbolism or strict protocol. ICDV
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records show that hosting rotates among Buddhist countries, but since the mid-2000s, Thailand
has been repeatedly selected, reflecting stable organizational capacity and routinized
documentation rather than permanent platform ownership (ICDV, n.d.).

In cycles coordinated by Thailand, agenda framing shows how Buddhist ethical
vocabulary translates into internationally legible public diplomacy themes of peace, trust,
solidarity, and compassion; this classifies Buddhist authority as a global problem-solving
resource rather than sectarian tradition (ICDV, n.d.). For observable indicators, this
transmutation is seen in cross-national participation; repeated interaction among monastic,
academic, and diplomatic actors; and circulation of programs, proceedings, and declarations
gradually stabilizing shared language and networks. In the credibility-sensitive process,
perceptions of scripting or state-centrism may weaken the path from convening to attraction.

In 2024, the series hosted by Thailand revealed a two-tier platform. Thai state
communications reported that Buddhist leaders, scholars, and monks were invited from 73
countries and regions (Public Relations Department, Government of Thailand (PRD), 2024a).
The program and the 2024 Bangkok Declaration document substantive panels and high-
visibility ritual elements, including those pertaining to royalty, among publicly documented
traceable outputs (PRD, 2024a; PRD, 2024b).

The same data also underlines why the platform is an exacting test of credibility-
autonomy. ICDV archiving and recurring declaration practices provide institutional continuity
evidence in terms of agenda reproduction and documentation (ICDV, n.d.; PRD, 2024b).
Concurrently, as a celebration foregrounds national symbolism and official messaging, it
increasingly invites an instrumentalized reading that may erode perceived autonomy and
weaken soft-power value. In 2024, third-party reflections highlighted this ambivalence. Media
reflection and official texts framed the Thailand-hosted UN Vesak celebration in a dual register
combining UN-linked, Buddhist cooperation in Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
coordinated by the state and Sangha in Thailand through royal birthday tributes. This pairing
may invite readings of a transnational religious-academic platform or nationally staged
diplomatic spectacle (Somkamsri, 2024; PRD, 2024a; PRD, 2024b).

Overall, the Vesak case shows that platform diplomacy may reliably generate
observable outputs (participation, documented themes, and recurrent declarations) but these
outputs are likelier to support attraction when credibility is maintained and religious and

academic substance is not eclipsed by state ceremonial staging.
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4.3.2 Myanmar 2025 Earthquake: Humanitarian Engagement under Credibility Constraints

During the Myanmar earthquake, humanitarian aid translated ethical claims
(compassion, mitigation) into observable cross-border rescue practice. However, credibility is
concurrently shaped by access, verification, and politicized framing in conflict settings. On 28
March 2025, a magnitude 7.7 earthquake near Mandalay, Myanmar, caused destruction and
created humanitarian needs (U.S. Geological Survey [USGS], 2025).

Credibility constraints were soon visible. An early briefing by the United Nations Office
for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) described shortages of trauma packs,
blood products, and anesthetics in the disaster area, with damaged roads, vehicles, and
communications hindering demand assessment and rescue access (OCHA, 2025a). A followup
report still underlined an ongoing lack of water, sanitation, medical care, and food, indicating
that rescue was not a one-time emergency issue (OCHA, 2025b). Human Rights Watch (2025)
called for guaranteed humanitarian access, noting that political restrictions, logistical
impediments, and armed conflicts blocked relief. These conditions impacted how donor
contributions were interpreted. Well-intentioned support may produce limited reputational
visibility if delivery is unverifiable or access politics controls the narrative.

The state-linked response of Thailand may be assessed through publicly verifiable
commitments and channels. On 10 May 2025, Thailand’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs reported
contributions of three million baht each to the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) for
water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) assistance and the World Food Programme (WFP) for
food assistance (Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of Thailand, 2025). UNICEF Thailand
separately publicized the donation and specified that funds would support WASH programs
in the most affected regions, strengthening traceability through a credible intermediary
(UNICEF, 2025).

Third-party materials also show that multilateral channels cannot eliminate the
credibility problem. Reuters cited the UN assessment to assert that road damage, infrastructure
interruption, hospital overload, and medical supply shortages hampered external observer
verification of whether aid was delivered fairly, drawing outside attention to rescue feasibility
and access barriers (Reuters, 2025; OCHA, 2025a).

In this case, Thai Buddhist civil society retained a certain autonomous space. The

Bangkok-based International Network of Engaged Buddhists (INEB) requested compassion,
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interdependence, peace, and humanitarian access, linking Buddhist ethics with relief in disaster
areas and victim assistance (INEB, 2025).

Overall, this case implies that outputs are most clearly observable when commitments
are specific, publicly documented, and routed through credible intermediaries, but publicly
recognizable credit and sustained visibility are neutralized when access constraints and
verification limits control third-party framing.

4.3.3 United Kingdom: Overseas Temples as Semi-Autonomous Networks

Compared with high-visibility Vesak and crisis-driven humanitarian engagement,
overseas temples rely mainly on low-political repetitive practices, including regular
ceremonies, education, meditation, festivals, and community services. Temple activities
considered to have moral credibility and relative autonomy are likelier to form a long-term
relationship. Yet the influence of activities seen as national image propaganda or royal-national
symbolism is ephemeral.

The UK offers a pertinent example of the credibility-autonomy mechanism. The most
visible UK network case is Buddhapadipa Temple in London, a registered charity under host-
country reporting and governance expectations (The Buddhapadipa Temple Trust). The Charity
Commission’s public register describes its activities in terms clear to host-society civic
frameworks: Sunday school for Thai and English children; Buddhism lessons; lectures; library
service; meditation class; and residential retreats (Charity Commission for England and Wales,
n.d.). These public records show that Thai Buddhism is mainly maintained in the UK through
daily teaching, lectures, meditation, retreat and community service. Although an official
expression of Thailand, they are bound by the British charity supervision system.

Dhammaduta adds a semi-official layer, revealing how states enable transnational
religious presence without fully controlling reception. In passport instructions, the Royal Thai
Embassy in London distinguishes Thai Buddhist missionary monks from other monastics by
noting that the former may apply for official and ordinary passports (Royal Thai Embassy,
London, 2025a). This administrative recognition facilitates overseas religious work, and
recognition of a temple network as receiving national support, causing an issue of autonomy.

Thai Buddhist institutional sources further indicate that UK-based Dhammaduta work
is arranged through transnational clerical networks with internal governance functions. In 2022,
the MCU International Relations Division reported that a UK-based Dhammaduta monk

identified as secretary of the Council of Thai Buddhist Monks of the UK and Ireland—lectured
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on “Dhammaduta Bhikkhu’s mission propagating Buddhism in the UK” to 116 overseas
Dhammaduta trainees in Thailand (MCU University, 2022). UK network organizational anchoring
is traceable; the council lists its office as Buddhapadipa Temple, London (Council of Thai
Buddhist Monks of the United Kingdom and Ireland, n.d.). A recent peer-reviewed case study
on the council’s regulatory development, based on UK and Ireland fieldwork, details a formal
process of drafting and approving monastic administrative regulations to cohere with Thai
Sangha governance and local legislation, including British common law and parliamentary
tradition (Makklay, 2025). Here autonomy is actualized, with credibility abroad won in part by
adapting governance and accountability to host-country legal and social expectations, as well
as projecting Thai religious authority.

The UK case displays how temple networks become interfaces for state-facing public
diplomacy, sharpening the autonomy exchange. In November 2024, embassy reportage on the
Royal Kathina Ceremony at Buddhapadipa Temple noted that the chargé d'affaires ad interim
led embassy personnel and Team Thailand in London with over 300 participants from the
Thai community (Royal Thai Embassy, London, 2024). A separate embassy report on a Royal
Kathina ceremony cohosted with the British Embassy Bangkok marked the 170th anniversary
of Thailand-UK diplomatic relations; it mentions fundraising £7,199 to restore the temple as
a spiritual/cultural center, following Rama IX’s wish to spread Buddhism abroad (Royal Thai
Embassy, London, 2025b). These public records establish diplomatic embedding through high-
level participation, cross-institutional attendance, and state-linked messaginsg.

Overall, in the UK, overseas temple networks generate defensible observable outputs
cumulatively rather than by unique events. Routine programming and host-country
governance gradually produce repeated, legible interaction, as episodic diplomatic-ceremonial
visibility may amplify national-symbolic messaging, making credibility more susceptible to an
appearance of state direction. Therefore, the balance between everyday community religious
life and official protocol is central to how autonomy and credibility are read in this channel.

4.3.4 Supplementary Exposure Channel: Tourism and Meditation Centers

This paper takes tourism and meditation as complementary contact channels, not key
cases. The two give foreign tourists and practitioners direct contact with Thai temples; ritual;
meditation and retreats; and physical and mental practices. These heighten comprehension
of the authenticity and moral credibility of Thai Buddhism beyond formal diplomatic

occasions. In 2024, Thailand welcomed over 35 million international tourists, indicating that
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this contact is substantial (Tourism Authority of Thailand [TAT], 2024). Cultural heritage
attractions are often shaped as symbols of Thai civilization, and religious tourism also serves
national identity and international attraction (Peleggi, 1996; Muryanti & Dewi, 2024; Chanapal
et al,, 2025). Meditation retreats and inheritance training sustain an exchange between
transnational teachers and students (Schedneck, 2016). Concurrently, promotion of health
tourism has blurred boundaries between spiritual experience, consumerist tourism, and public
diplomacy (TAT, 2020). Environmental practices such as tree planting and ordination link Thai
Buddhism with transnational environmental protection (Darlington, 2012). Therefore, tourism
and meditation may be considered as contexts for grasping overseas acceptance of Thai

Buddhism, without developing independent cases.

5. Discussion

The findings show that Thai Buddhist diplomacy generates attraction by projecting
Buddhist symbols, institutions, and ethical language. Observable effects vary with credibility,
perceived autonomy, and the engagement channel. Three implications organize the following
discussion:

1) state support is structurally ambivalent in religion, enlarging scale and visibility while
exposing Buddhist actors to charges of instrumentalization, eroding perceived autonomy on
which attraction depends;

2) channel type mediates how the credibility-autonomy exchange works practically,
producing distinct indicator patterns in platform events, overseas temple networks, and
humanitarian engagement. These implications generally concur with recent scholarship about
religious soft power as context-dependent, conceptually limited, and shaped by relations
between states and religious actors, although the channel-specific argument developed here
is a new synthesis.

Vesak directly illustrates the first implication. Thailand-hosted cycles generated strong
scores on participation and institutional-continuity indicators; cross-national attendance is
documented in multiple cycles, ICDV records show recurring declaration outputs, with MCU
as ongoing organizer; and

3) the third-party framing indicator diversely interprets the same documentation
attesting to institutional continuity. It also reveals a dual register in which UN-linked Buddhist

cooperation is linked to royal birthday commemoration and staged official protocol, producing
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press and participant reflections between events as transnational religious-academic platforms
and nationally staged diplomatic spectacles (Somkamsri, 2024; PRD, 2024a). This qualifies
Zhang’s (2012) emphasis on high-profile Buddhist platforms by showing that participation
volume does not automatically translate into attraction when third-party framing betrays state
scripting. Mandaville and Hamid’s (2018) analysis of Islamic soft power is a closer parallel;
state-sponsored religious outreach may enlarge scale while exposing such initiatives to charges
of instrumentalization. In this channel, sustained attraction appears likelier when institutional
design protects relision-academia from being obscured by ceremonial state messaging.

The UK temple network illustrates the second implication by showing how the same
credibility-autonomy mechanism operates differently when the leading engagement mode is
embeddedness, rather than convening. In observable indicators, the UK case produced its
most defensible results by accumulated routine rather than episodic visibility. Repeated
programming cycles, sustained community participation, and documented follow-through with
ongoing educational and meditation services are the core output pattern. This follows
Schedneck’s (2016) view of transnational Thai Buddhist networks as sustained by repeated
travel, teacher—student ties, branch centers, and ongoing communities. However, the UK adds
a qualification that Schedneck’s meditation lineage fails to explore: credibility maintenance
of host-country accountability structures. Registered with the UK Charity Commission,
Buddhapadipa Temple’s activities are in a host-country governance framework, making
institutional credibility publicly legible to host-society audiences, apart from Thai state
discourse. Royal Kathina ceremonies documented in embassy reporting introduce the
autonomy exchange, embedding state-facing diplomatic and ceremonial visibility in one
institutional space (Royal Thai Embassy, London, 2024, 2025b). This confirms that temple
networks structured for embeddedness remain exposed to credibility discounting when official
scripting becomes prominent.

The Myanmar earthquake is analytically distinct, placing the credibility mechanism
under conditions that extant religious soft power literature has addressed unsystematically.
The observable-indicator pattern here is more constrained than in the other two cases;
Thailand's financial commitments to UNICEF and WFP are specific, publicly documented, and
routed through credible multilateral intermediaries, satisfying the institutionalized-output
indicator. But the third-party framing indicator is dominated by access-constraint and

verification-limit narratives rather than by donor legitimacy assessments (OCHA, 2025a;
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Reuters, 2025; Human Rights Watch, 2025). The findings suggest that in conflict-adjacent
humanitarian settings, delivery verification may outweigh religious authority or institutional
integrity when access is restricted. Routing assistance through multilateral intermediaries
partially addresses this problem at the cost of reducing the distinctively Buddhist visibility of
the contribution. This credibility-visibility exchange surpasses the main emphasis of Mandaville
and Hoffman's (2023) framework, mainly oriented to peacetime religious outreach.

In all three cases, domestic governance findings in the Thai Buddhism and politics
literature are an upstream condition for credibility vulnerabilities seen in external engagement.
McCargo (2004, 2009) and Dubus (2018) document the entanglement of Sangha governance
with state authority; Larsson (2018) shows how bureaucratization structures religious authority,
constraining institutional independence. The present study extends these domestic
implications internationally. In 2017 and 2018, Sangha Act amendments centralized top-level
appointments under the monarchy (Bangkok Post, 2017, 2018) as domestic governance and
internationally legible indicators of the degree of state direction over Thai Buddhist
institutional life. Credibility shocks originating in Sangha governance controversies extend
across borders, and the spillover indicator applied in each case must be read against this
upstream condition. The analytical implication is that domestic governance integrity and
external credibility are inseparable variables structurally connected by visibility and
international portability of institutional decisions about religious autonomy.

Regional competition also explains why governance integrity is a strategic, as well as
ethical, consideration for Thailand. Zhang (2023) and Geary (2024) show how China and India
link Buddhist heritage to wider diplomatic narratives and infrastructural projects on a scale
Thailand cannot duplicate. Thailand's comparative advantage rests in Theravada institutional
depth, Dhammaduta network reach, and convening capacity rather than projecting
civilizational heritage at scale. Channel-differentiated findings reported here suggest that this
advantage is most defensible when governance credibility is strongest, in overseas temple
networks adapted to host-country accountability rather than high-visibility platform events
where state ceremonial staging is likeliest to invite instrumentalization readings. This implies
that governance integrity is also a competitive asset; Thailand cannot outspend its regional
competitors in heritage infrastructure, but may potentially differentiate religious soft power by

the perceived autonomy and governance legibility of its overseas institutional presence.
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In sum, the three implications and cross-case evidence suggest that religious soft power
credibility works through channel-specific mechanisms rather than as one uniform condition.
Comparative research might test whether similar channel-differentiated patterns appear in
other Theravada-majority settings or if they are specific to the configuration of Sangha-state

entanglement in Thailand.

6. Conclusion

Thai Buddhist diplomacy is likeliest to have an observable diplomatic impact if
participating in stability, information disclosure, and religious actions retains some autonomy.
But when activities are clearly politicized, results are hard to verify, just as when the state is
too involved, its soft power contribution is weakened.

Limitations of this study include that data mainly derives from open English literature,
lacking direct audience attitude information. Discerning the effect of soft power here is
principally based on observable activity results and institutional output, rather than directly
measuring audience acceptance. Followup research might further use Thai and host country
language materials, combining interviews, questionnaires, and feedback from cooperating
institutions to weigh the impact of Thai Buddhist diplomacy in diverse target countries more
precisely.

Three practical implications:

1) for Vesak, Thailand would gain diplomatic value by converting high-visibility
convening into documented continuity. This means narrowing themes, publishing explicit
followups on statements, and showing longer-term cooperation beyond ceremonial success;

2) in humanitarianism such as the Myanmar earthquake response, Buddhist-linked
outreach is likelier to be credible when assistance is routed through trusted intermediaries,
accompanied by transparent reporting, framed in verifiable delivery rather than symbolic terms;

3) in UK and other overseas temple networks, the most persuasive state role is
enabling rather than directive, by supporting temple legal adaptation, educational work, and
community programming while avoiding excessive official scripting that may undermine any

appearance of religious autonomy.
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Abstract

Disability Publics: Making Accessibility in Modern Japan explores how over the past
150 years, attitudes toward disability in Japan have evolved. Rather than a constant
progression, there have been constant impediments and new challenges.

The book uses research methods from history, anthropology, sociology, and political
science, as well as media and communication studies.

The title of this Open Access study available for free download refers to diverse
groups of disabled people and stakeholders who have fought to define and implement
accessibility and inclusion measures in Japanese society. Publics provide sociopolitical spaces
where debates and actions occur.

Over a century and a half, activists, lawmakers, and others have shaped the concept
of disability in Japan. As a case study, Japan has the third largest economy and most rapidly
aging population in the world.

Dr. Bookman asserts that insofar as the Japanese experience reflects international
advances in disability rights, the subject should be of interest to students of Japanese history
and society, as well as those focusing on human rights, military matters, government,

consumerism, geriatric care, and industrial innovation worldwide.
Keywords: disability studies, Japan, history, anthropology, sociology
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This account of slow progress over the past 150 years in achieving some degree of
disability rights in Japan uses approaches from history, anthropology, sociology, and political
science, as well as media and communication studies. The author, Dr. Mark R. Bookman, was
a Postdoctoral Fellow at the University of Tokyo Institutes for Advanced Study and also
served as an inaugural member of the newly established International Committee of Japan
Society for Disability Studies. After Dr. Bookman’s untimely death in 2022, the volume was
edited by Professor Carolyn S. Stevens, who teaches Japanese Studies at Monash University,
Australia.

The title of this Open Access study available for free download! refers to diverse
groups of disabled people and stakeholders who have labored to define and implement
accessibility and inclusion measures in Japanese society. The so-called publics provide
sociopolitical spaces where debates and actions occur.

Over a century and a half, activists, lawmakers, and others have shaped the concept
of disability in Japan. As a case study, Japan has the third largest economy and most rapidly
aging population in the world. Dr. Bookman asserts that insofar as the Japanese experience
reflects international advances in disability rights, the subject should be of interest to
students of Japanese history and society, as well as those focusing on human rights, military
matters, government, consumerism, geriatric care, and industrial innovation worldwide.

As a contributor to a previous book (Grisdale, 2019) promoting travel to Japan for
tourists with disabilities, Dr. Bookman offered some evidence of societal progress. However,
in this study evaluating the experience of long-term residents of Japan, the results are more
nuanced. For instance, a 2017 survey from the Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport, and
Tourism is cited here (Bookman, 2025, p. 139), stating that only 368 of 102,766 hotel rooms
in greater Tokyo were wheelchair accessible (0.4 percent).

The author notes that in his own life, a series of gradually extended stays in Japan for
study and work coincided with increasing personal health issues. Yet there is no explicit
analysis in the new book of the difference between the way tourists with disabilities and less

transitory residents are treated by officials.

' https:/research.monash.edu/en/publications/disability-publics-making-accessibility-in-modern-japan/ as well

as the publisher’s homepage at https://global.oup.com/academic/product/disability-publics-9780198979739
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Nevertheless, the stakeholders studied comprise what Dr. Bookman terms blind elites
as well as wounded veterans, architects, engineers, educators, and activists with impairments,
sometimes possessing conflicting ideas about what inclusion means.

Therefore, accessibility in Japan cannot be given a static definition, but is continually
shaped by sociopolitical and socioeconomic pressures. Inadvertently, some groups may have
led to the exclusion or marginalization of others. For example, the focus on physical
accessibility might overlook individuals with cognitive impairments.

So, for example, the introduction of braille to Japan and standardization of education
for blind people in the 1890s positioned them to demand political changes in the early
1900s. The post-World War Il industrial boom left many workers injured or otherwise
disabled. They took the opportunity of large-scale events such as the 1964 Tokyo Olympic
and Paralympic Games to demand welfare reforms. Periodicals and other media were
essential for activist interchanges.

An author’s preface outlines social and physical barriers that he confronted in Japan
as someone using a wheelchair of foreign manufacture, larger and heavier than Japanese
products. Written in clear academic prose with relatively little specialized jargon, this book
comprises seven core chapters:

Chapter 1 explores how blind activists, especially educated elites, used industrial
innovations in transport and communications to create a disability public; they obtained
political privileges in prewar Japan that other impaired individuals could not. After
campaigning for access to railways and mass media in the 1930s, blind elites, led by Takeo
lwahashi, a social worker and founding director of Osaka’s Japan Lighthouse for the Blind
(Nippon Lighthouse) persuaded the internationally celebrated disability rights advocate
Helen Keller to visit Japan in 1937, 1948, and 1955. Keller’s stays in Japan were impactful, as
Dr. Bookman notes, although more analysis might have explored how her progressive
socialism was disregarded by her hosts, who also chose to focus on Keller’s blindness, rather
than her deafness or other disabilities.

Societally, a cultural acceptance of, and lore surrounding, blindness for certain
professions might have been more extensively elucidated; the present study mentions
neither The Masseurs and a Woman (1938), a Japanese comedy-drama film about blind

masseurs written and directed by Hiroshi Shimizu, nor Zatoichi, a fictional itinerant blind
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masseur and swordsman of Japan's late Edo period, created by the novelist Kan Shimozawa
in 1948.

Chapter 2 examines how blind activists helped to create Japan’s first disability law in
1949. Addressing current challenges rather than trying to prevent future disabilities, the law
prioritized visual, hearing, and mobility impairments over internal injuries and infectious
diseases. Some of these limitations would be improved in later legislation. Elected officials
cooperated, mainly to prevent mass protests.

Chapter 3 explains why expanded care inadvertently led to abuse in residential
institutions. As Japanese cities were rebuilt in the late 1950s, new environmental barriers
grew, and the 1964 Paralympic Games in Tokyo highlighted the inadequacy of national
disability welfare systems for all participants. Understaffed residential institutions became a
further source of physical abuse.

Chapter 4 discusses how some disability programs aimed at community integration.
The Green Grass Society, a group of people with cerebral palsy, generated policy reforms by
working with other marginalized minority social movements.

In Chapter 5, to serve the emerging accessibility market, architects and engineers
planned barrier-free projects. The United Nations International Year of Disabled Persons in
1981 was an occasion for Japanese activists to collaborate with the American disability rights
movement. Following the example of independent living centers (ILC) overseas, Japan’s
disability advocates further protested barriers in buildings and transportation. Japan’s rapidly
aging society made universal design policies timely.

Chapter 6 explores how antidiscrimination laws helped resolve delays in policy
implementation, while Chapter 7 weighs why the Tokyo 2020 Olympic and Paralympic
Games spurred new antidiscrimination policies. Despite optimistic media reports, the reality
was that to integrate into local communities, some disabled persons had to rely on support
from family, friends, domestic and migrant professional caregivers as well as robots and
other technologies. Sometimes such networks were unavailable due to labor shortages and
budget limitations. Institutional abuse remained an issue, underscoring the uneven progress
of Japan’s domestic disability efforts.

And care robots have failed so far (Bookman, 2025, p.142) to be as responsive as
humans, due to unclear, redundant labor divisions and potential accidents caused by their

introduction.
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A Conclusion—Epilogue provides an historical overview, including such dramatic
episodes as the Sagamihara stabbings committed in 2016 in Midori Ward, Sagamihara,
Kanagawa, Japan. Nineteen people were killed and twenty-six others injured by a former
employee of a care home for disabled people. The assailant claimed that persons with
multiple disabilities should be euthanized, and killing disabled people would help Japan and
world peace.

In the wake of such tragedies, the author urges that further research on the history
and politics of disability in Japan is needed to improve inclusivity in an increasingly
international society.

Disability Publics is a vigorously researched study, with only a few apparent errors.
For example, the American biographical drama film Minamata (2021) starring Johnny Depp
about the effects of mercury poisoning on the citizens of Minamata, Kumamoto, Japan, is
wrongly classified here among “documentaries.” (Bookman, 2025, p 60).

Similarly, there is a somewhat reductive description (Bookman, 2025, p. 107) of the
author Kenzaburd Oe, claiming that his “semi-autobiographical writings about parenting a
disabled child later earned him a Nobel prize.” Oe’s literary achievement certainly addressed
disability, especially through the experience of his son, which is pertinent to the present
publication. Yet the Nobel Committee citation also alluded to Oe’s overall depiction of
postwar Japan's existential crises, eros, and political life through themes such as nuclear war
and the search for meaning. So fathering a disabled child was in fact one of several subjects
that may be said to have earned Oe the Nobel Prize.

Finally, an abundant but unwieldy, uncategorized bibliography of almost 30 pages
might have been more user-friendly if presented by grouping books, scholarly articles, and
journalism separately or divided into Japanese and English language sections.

Apart from these minor observations, Disability Publics is an incisive work of interest
for all readers interested in Japanese history and society. As the author suggests, the topic of
how people with disabilities are treated in a society impacts far more than just disability
studies, and the wide-ranging intellectual energy of the present Open Access volume makes

it potentially useful in many fields of study.
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Abstract

This book review analyzes The Collapse of Nationalist China: How Chiang Kai-shek
Lost China's Civil War by Parks M. Coble, which offers a new perspective on the downfall of
Nationalist China under Chiang Kai-shek by focusing on its economic causes. Utilizing newly
accessible archival sources, Coble ably argued that the inability of prudent decision-making
and ignorance of Chiang Kai-shek when it comes to finance and banking outweigh the
political, military, and diplomatic predicaments as the main catalyst for the failure of the
Nationalist government. In addition, Coble stressed that squabbles and jealousy between
Chiang’s brothers-in-law, T.V. Soong and H.H. Kung, which he personally fostered, worsened
the already complex economic situation. Ultimately, Coble’s detailed observations and
interpretations have made it evident to its readers that the failure of the Nationalist China

was a paradigmatic instance of centering too much political authority in an individual.

Keywords: Chiang Kai-shek, Guomindang, inflation, Nationalist China
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In 1944, Chang Hsin-hai, a special assistant to T.V. Soong, published a biographical
account of Generalissimo Chiang Kai-Shek that exalted him as “Asia’s man of destiny” as he
envisioned his homeland as an independent, democratic nation (Chang, 1944, p. 342). Shortly
afterwards, Chiang’s Nationalist government, the Guomindang, had found itself in a quagmire
of political, militaristic, and, more profoundly, economic issues that impacted its influence in
mainland China. Thus, it begs the question: “How could a leader and a regime that seemed
at the peak of its power collapse so quickly?” (Coble, 2023, p. 3)

The book, The Collapse of Nationalist China: How Chiang Kai-shek Lost China's Civil
War, is the product of decades-long research by Parks M. Coble, who teaches history at the
University of Nebraska-Lincoln and specializes in 20'"-century Chinese history. It underscores
the financial and economic issues that plagued Nationalist China, rather than the military and
political aspects, which tend to provide a shortsighted and fragmentary account to its readers,
thereby offering a more thorough understanding of the contributory factors to the Nationalist
government's downfall.

Drawing on the main question, Coble attempts to answer such a complicated
conundrum by exploring two interrelated yet distinct topics: first, what was the impact of the
inflationary policy on the politics and the military (Coble, 2023, p. 8); and second, and more
importantly, why did this policy persist? (Coble, 2023, p. 9) In undertaking such a gargantuan
task, Coble had consulted and relied extensively on newly available sources at the Hoover
Institution Archives at Stanford University, specifically, the Chiang Kai-shek diaries, which gave
a firsthand impression of Chiang in terms of the unfolding of events. He also perused relevant
papers and documents of people from Chiang’s “inner circle,” such as T. V. Soong and H. H.
Kung, to provide a more nuanced treatment of the topic at hand.

In 1944 (as shown in Chapter 1), in Operation Ichi-Go, the success of the Japanese
struck a major blow to the prestige held by Chiang as a capable military leader. Thereafter,
a tidal wave of hysteria and paranoia struck the citizens of Chongging and neighboring areas,
providing the necessary stimulus for psychologically caused economic distress. The financial
and commercial sectors of Chiang’s Nationalist China were impacted as investors withdrew
their capital and savings from banks, reduced expenditures, and hoarded gold and foreign
currencies serving as a financial hedge. In addition, Chiang’s defeat also diminished
government revenue sources, especially taxes, which led to hyperinflation. Coble noted that

the most corrosive result was not hyperinflation but the proliferation of corruption and even
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the incidence of stealing within the Nationalist sovernment, which further drained currency
reserves and incited the people to abandon the Nationalist cause.

Chapter 2 recounts how Chiang assigned T. V. Soong (Song Ziwen) and H. H. Kung key
financial policy positions, with negative results despite their reputed technical knowledge and
political influence. They became not only the “architects of China’s financial policies” but
also the “architects of China’s financial doom.” These two figures also became Chiang’s
personal representative in domestic and international affairs, as Soong became Chiang’s
brother-in-law and H.H. Kung married Soong Ai-ling. Coble argues that Soong and Kung were
educated in America, but their standing in Chinese society was subject to Chiang’s personal
involvement, which hastened their political decline. Frequent clashes and misunderstandings,
not only over matters of economic policy and diplomacy but also over family matters, divided
Chiang from Soong and Kung, who were fierce rivals (Coble, 2023, pp. 62-66). This discordance
resonated not only with other family members but also with the entire nation.

In Chapter 3, Coble recounted that after the Second World War, many Chinese and
Allied officials held an optimistic view that once the war ended, the inflation would decrease
with American guidance. It did come true for a brief moment, as people engaged in large-scale
dishoarding of commodities, which brought fresh supplies for purchase and trade (Coble, 2023,
p. 85). But hyperinflation returned weeks later due to 1) low revenue collection from
agricultural products; 2) slow repair and reconstruction of logistic facilities; 3) intransigence of
the Nationalist government on adjusting artificially high foreign exchange rates (fabi yuan to
U.S. dollar and British pound sterling), which resulted in curtailing the export industry and
impelling the purchase of gold to hedge the continuing depreciation of the fabi (Coble, 2023,
97-100); and, more importantly, Chiang’s steadfast refusal to demobilize active troops.

Starting with Chapters 4 to 6, Coble thoroughly assessed the events from 1946 until
Chiang’s flight to Formosa (Taiwan) in 1949. Ultimately, he insisted on economic nationalism
as the driving force of postwar reconstruction, impeding the return of foreign entrepreneurs in
the country due to volatile foreign currency exchange and an impassive insistence on receiving
wartime reparations and assistance from the United States and United Kingdom. Thus, Chiang
handicapped sources of capital and the eventual growth of Chinese society. His officials tightly
controlled business enterprises, eventually alienating the private sector, which was intended
to resolve. The private sector was supposed to be Chiang’s partner in terms of providing a

solution to the spiraling hyperinflation. Instead, Chiang’s treatment of economic problems, in

89



Thai Journal of East Asian Studies Vol. 30 No. 1 (January - June 2026)

addition to the ongoing Soong-Kung rivalry over the financial sector control, were descried as
risks and liabilities. Hence, the victory of Mao Zedong over the Nationalist forces was due to
imprudent, impulsive decisions made by, or supported by, Chiang Kai-shek himself.

Still, there are minor quibbles that besets Coble’s book. The account of Operation
Ichi-Go (Coble, 2023, 23) presumably oversimplified. The operation slashed the availability of
grain to feed Chinese soldiers and civilians. Yet on a larger geographic scale, considering overall
rice supplies throughout China, including Communist-controlled areas, Coble might have
extended his analysis beyond what might otherwise appear to be an isolated phenomenon.
Unmentioned in the book is the fact that the agricultural supply in Nationalist-controlled areas,
particularly Nanjing and Shanghai, was under constant threat from Communist forces occupying
the northern region of the Yangtze River, in Northern Jiangsu and Shandong Province, as these
areas are known to be vast arable lands wherein widespread famine and malnutrition afflicted
the residents. (Westad, 2003, pp. 82, 169-170; Chen, 2012, pp. 173-174, 187).

Elsewhere, Coble asserted that Chiang is still practicing the warlord-era belief that the
“bigger your army, the stronger your political position” despite the high cost of maintaining
large forces (Coble, 2023, 207). But areas under Chiang’s control were gravely threatened by
the Communist offensive that afforded the military urgency of that time (Westad 2003, p. 188).
The cost of the Nationalist military is a moot point. Coble’s argumentation is a departure from
the viewpoint of other scholars, specifically that of Hans van de Ven, who asserts that the
army served as a bureaucracy in a nation lacking any corresponding functional civilian
counterpart (van de Ven, 2003, pp. 15-16).

To end, Parks M. Coble’s The Collapse of Nationalist China: How Chiang Kai-shek Lost
China's Civil War is an exceptional intellectual achievement that is highly recommended to
both academicians and interested laymen, as it is well worth reading. To be precise, it is
primarily the contents of the book, not its architecture or structuring, that constitute Coble’s
contribution. Moreover, as defined in the book, despite such interpretation ambiguities and
peculiarities that do not warrant intellectual diminishment, Coble’s economic concentration
on the topic contributes to the deepening and broadening of our understanding of the
downfall of Chiang Kai-shek’s Nationalist China, which is endogenously pathological in nature.
Additionally, the narrative scaffolding that Coble has made in his book provides a solid
foundation and road map for any future scholarly works that aim to move beyond the

scholarly provincialism of political, diplomatic, and militaristic analyses of the topic.
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