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Editor’s Statement

I would like to welcome readers to the Thai Journal of East Asian Studies (TJEAS). Our journal
has continuously published humanities and social sciences research on several issues related to East
Asia and Southeast Asia. It aims to be a channel for exchanging knowledge about interesting topics in
the region. It also endeavors to be a synergy between discipline-based scholars and area specialists, who
come from different academic backgrounds, contributing their knowledge for educational purposes and
social development.

In this TIEAS Issue (1/2023), many articles are related to East Asia, especially in the context of
politics, diplomacy, culture, educational development, economic relations, and economic history.
Beginning with the research article, entitled “Southbound: Mapping International Students as
Koreanists in an Age of New Southern Policy”, which explores the stories of international students
(modern-day Koreanists) through the lens of their studies abroad. It also focuses on challenges in their
daily life, cultural interaction with locals, and the perceived impacts of new Southern policies on Korean
students in the Philippines and on Filipino students in South Korea. The next article analyzes
the situation of the new world order in the current context, gradually clarifying the Sino-American
competition in the Philippines during 2001-2021. Its title is “United States-China Competition in the
Philippines in the Context of a New World Order”. Another article ‘“Physical Education Instructors’
Perception on the Commission on Higher Education Memorandum Order 39, S.2021 in a Higher
Learning Institution in the Philippines”, aims to assess the perceptions of Physical Education Instructors
(PEI) regarding a certain CMO 39 and evaluate the advantages and disadvantages based on the feedback
from the respondents.

The last research article, “Sino-Western Interaction and A Preliminary Deconstruction of the
Tianxia Concept from 1600 to 1840 attempts to use the “inputs-outputs” model of political system
theory as a methodology for exploring the preliminary deconstruction of “Tianxia”. And in this issue,
there are three interesting academic articles, these are “The Response to the COVID-19 Pandemic in
Taiwan”, “ASEAN-Myanmar Relations: A Regional Conflict Trap”, and “The Korean Trade
Movements and Democratization after the 1997 Asian Financial Crisis.”

By having a thorough study and detailed content in a multi-disciplinary approach, covering
various fields, | do hope that this volume is replete with valuable insights, lessons, and knowledge about

modern East Asian Studies.

Assoc.Prof.Dr.Dulyapak Preecharush
Editor of Thai Journal of East Asian Studies
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Southbound: Mapping International Students as Koreanists in

an Age of New Southern Policy

Abstract

This research examined two central concepts of Korean Southbound policy: 1) Filipinos
going to South Korea and Koreans relocating to the Philippines for educational purposes; and
2) Southeast Asia, especially the Philippines, as the focus of President Moon Jaein’s New
Southern Policy. Narratives of international students as modern-day Koreanists were investigated
from the perspective of their study abroad, daily life challenges, cultural interaction with locals,
and the perceived impact of the New Southern Policy on Korean students in the Philippines
and Filipino students in South Korea. Findings will be utilized as policy input to enhance the
New Southern Policy in terms of exchange and mobility, multiculturalism, and internationalized
education. Also highlighted was how students project themselves as contemporary Koreanists
in the Philippines and South Korea as individualized advocates and promoters of Korean
language, culture, and society in diverse contexts. Practices and mechanisms to promote
Korean Studies in the Philippines should likewise be identified as well as potential opportunities
for Filipino students to serve as Korean Studies ambassadors, further globalizing Korean

studies discourse.

Keywords: International students, Korean studies, New Southern Policy, Study abroad
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1. Introduction

South Korea’s New Southern Policy (NSP) is seen as a move to expand and involve
member-states of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations and India in investment,
diplomacy, and cooperation mechanisms. Since its inception in 2017, NSP has pushed for
transformation in the region’s economic and political landscape. Various exchanges highlight
policy provisions in reaching out to South Korea’s neighboring countries. As NSP is seen to create
an impact on economic cooperation and political relations among nations involved, it is also expected
to contribute to improved ties amid contemporary landscape (Nurlaili & Linggarwati, 2020),
featuring electronic and digitized approaches (Hoo, 2021). With NSP at hand, South Korea has
officially recognized ASEAN-member states and India as key allies in the region, three focus
points will be emphasized as pillars — prosperity, people, and peace. Korean — ASEAN relations
span decades and this continues to grow owing to affirmative regional policies. Interestingly,
the policy is seen as an avenue to champion mutual benefits through various cooperation
venues such as culture and economics, instead of the linear propagation of Korean pop culture
or Hallyu (Butsaban, 2020).

The dawn of President Moon Jaein’s NSP signals careful scrutiny of stakeholder
narratives to advance diplomatic ties between South Korea and ASEAN member-states. It is
high time to maximize economic and human resource opportunities to which people-to-people
exchange and international mobility are central concerns. Diversifying foreign policy strategies
may be concretized by attempts that directly look at international students.

‘South-bound’ in this research captures two central concepts: (1) Filipinos going to
South Korea and Koreans heading south to the Philippines for educational purposes, and
(2) focusing on Southeast Asia, particularly the Philippines, as the direction of the New
Southern Policy of President Moon Jaein. As NSP highlights regional cooperation while pursuing
mutual interests between South Korea and ASEAN member-states, the context of international
students can be seen as a tangible aspect in promoting security, peace, sustainability, and prosperity
in the framework of NSP.

The international academic mobility between the Philippines and South Korea is
evident on the growing number of students who pursue studies abroad. The internationalization
of education exhibits a phenomenon of global scale and learning institutions worldwide,
particular in the higher education sector continue to admit foreign applications in different
levels of academic studies. Jang (2018) noted that the Philippines becomes a destination
for Korean learners to study English due to the ‘emotionally supportive environments’ the

experience provides.
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The Philippine education system accounts to approximately 30, 000 Korean students in
different academic levels (Choe, 2016). Korean students who stay in the Philippines for
academic pursuits are mostly attributed to English language learning while others are in formal
schooling. A study by Jang (2018) noted that Korean students learn English in the Philippines
before moving to a Western English-speaking nation. Quinto et al. (2019) reported the following
aspects that entice Koreans to study in the Philippines: low matriculation fees, low cost of
living, availability of competent ESL tutors. Cruz and Parina (2017) noted that the Philippines
is indeed an “effective venue” to accommodate English learners from foreign countries.

Filipino students in South Korea, on the other hand, pursue academic degrees through
financial assistance and scholarships. These individuals contribute to the growing number of
international students in South Korea, with fields of studying that vary from business,
engineering, and the sciences. Moreover, a study confirms that Filipino women attend Korean
universities as compared to their male counterparts (Sarmiento, 2017). Through the Filipino
scholars’ organization in Korea, Ancho (2019) highlighted the crucial role of Filipino and
foreign students in strengthening the future of Korea’s international education context.

Hence, the Filipino and Korean exchange students qualify to be perceiving agents of
firsthand multifaceted experiences, and spectral socio-economic and educational influences,
most especially the Korean wave from the South Korea to the Philippines, and even vice versa.
The study investigates the narratives of international students as modern-day Koreanists
through the lens of their study abroad experiences, daily life challenges, cultural interaction
with the locals, and the perceived impact of the New Southern Policy to Korean students in the
Philippines and Filipino students in South Korea. Findings of the study will be utilized as policy
inputs to enhancing the New Southern Policy in terms of people exchange and mobility,
multiculturalism, and internationalization of education.

The study also highlights how students project themselves as contemporary Koreanists,
both in the Philippines and South Korea, who in their own ways have contributed, advocated
and/ or advanced Korean language, culture, and society in various contexts. By looking at this,
it is expected that practices and mechanisms to promote Korean Studies in the Philippines will
be identified. Also, opportunities and ways forward for Filipino students to act as Korean
Studies ambassadors will be established. This aspect will serve as a springboard in the globalization
of Korean studies discourse.

Furthermore, the globalization of Korean Studies in local and regional spheres necessitates
the development of high quality and competent experts who uphold the promotion, awareness,

and interests in Korean language, history, culture, and society. It is undeniable that international
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students have significantly contributed to these efforts in various capacities, thus, looking at
their narratives provides future authentic directions to raise the bar of quality of and globalizing
Korean studies.

The main objective of the study is ‘to map international students in the Philippines and
South Korea as contemporary Koreanists in the light of the New Southern Policy (NSP).’
Therefore, the following are the specific objectives of the study: (1) Identify challenges faced
by international scholars in terms of daily living, cultural aspects, academic concerns, and
others; (2) document their perceptions on the impact of NSP as they pursue education abroad,
(3) capture how international students contribute to the globalization of Korean Studies both in
the Philippines and South Korea as they project themselves as Koreanists; and (4) propose
inputs for the enhancement of the NSP in terms of people exchange, mobility, multiculturalism,

and internationalization of education.

2. Literature Review

This literature review presents the purpose of New Southern Policy (NSP) and its
impact in the Philippines. This will start with the discussion of NSP, the impact of NSP on
South Korea in the Philippines, and the current scenario concerning multiculturalism and
the internationalization of education.

The NSP aims to realize mutual prosperity and peace not only in Korea but in East Asia
and the world as well. The policy includes seeking to elevate Korea's relations with ASEAN
member states and India in the political, economic, social, and cultural spheres among others
(Committee & Policy, n.d.). It is anchored on three major pillars of people, peace, prosperity,
the policy eventually aspires to promote ties with ASEAN member states and South Korea in
the political, economic, social, and cultural realms (Ancho et al., 2021). NSP includes
contributing to strengthening capacity building for students, teachers, and public officials from
the NSP target countries by increasing student exchanges through scholarship programs and
invitational programs for college students as well as offering public officials more training
opportunities (Committee & Policy, n.d.).

Ancho et al. (2021) believed that NSP is projected as a vehicle in strengthening and
harmonizing the relationship between South Korea and the ASEAN community. They stated
further, that, “it upholds various provisions that span the political, economic, and social
spectrum, including the education arena”. The concept of ‘exchange’ in NSP could be
considered a vital practice in terms of inbound and outbound academic programs involving

South Korea and ASEAN target countries.
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The countries with the largest foreign arrivals coming to the Philippines are South
Korea, China, the US, Japan, and Australia, but making South Korea consistently be the top 1
as there were about 1.8 million foreign arrivals (Versoza et al., 2020).

Miralao (2007) also emphasizes that intensified economic cooperation between the
Philippines and South Korea contributes to the recent wave of Korean migrations to the
Philippines, with some Korean company personnel and businessmen moving to the Philippines
and bringing their families along with them. A study by Versoza et al. (2020) analyzed and
discovered an increasing trend of South Korean arrivals over time in the Philippines.

Yogeeswaran and Dasgupta (2014) noted that multiculturalism can be presented in terms
of broad societal goals of cultural equality, tolerance, and inclusion. The study of Suplico-
Jeong & Arcilla (2013U) identified four factors that encouraged South Koreans to study in
the Philippines, one of these factors includes the Philippine Environment as a multicultural
environment which may include multicultural education.

Multicultural education involves changes in the total school or educational environment;
it is not limited to curricular changes (Banks & Banks, 2004). It is also a reform movement that
is trying to change the schools and other educational institutions so that students from all social
classes, gender, races, language, and cultural groups will have an equal opportunity to learn.

In 2009, about 3.7 million tertiary students were enrolled outside their country of
citizenship (Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development [OECD], 2011). In a survey
by the Philippine Bureau of Immigration (2011), South Koreans topped the list (around 11, 612)
from the reported more than 26,000 foreign students in the Philippines as of August 2011
(Suplico-Jeong & Arcilla, 2013).

NSP’s impact has been felt in the Philippines due to the presence of a growing number
of inbound Korean students as presented in some of the studies. On contrary, there is a dire of
studies on Filipino students in South Korea. Thus, an investigation on their experiences and
welfare of the Filipinos in South Korea in comparison with the Korean in the Philippines is one

of the aims of this study.

3. Methodology

To gain a more in-depth understanding of the narratives of international students,
the study which was anchored on the qualitative research approach specifically employed a multiple
case study design. Participants of the study were 6 Filipino and 6 Korean international
students who were chosen based on the following criteria: (1) they have graduated / have been

pursuing their undergraduate and graduate studies (Bachelor, MA or PhD) in the Philippines
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and in South Korea for at least two years when the study was conducted; and (2) they have been
enrolled either in government or non-government tertiary institutions located in the Philippines or
South Korea. Participants were identified through the referral of some friends of the researchers.

Data were gathered through online interviews with the participants using the self-made
interview guide validated by the experts in the field of education, internationalization of education,
policy studies, and research. Interviews which took approximately 50.5 minutes revolved
around the narratives of the international students as modern-day Koreanists. Highlights of the
interviews were their study abroad experiences, daily life challenges, cultural interaction with
the locals, and the perceived impact of the New Southern Policy to Korean students in
the Philippines and Filipino students in South Korea. The interview was conducted in English
and Filipino languages and following are the sample items asked during the interview:

(1) What made you decide to study in the Philippines/Korea?

(2) How would you describe the Filipino/Korean culture?

(3) Do you know any diplomatic/economic/political policy concerning the Philippines
and Korea? If yes, which are those that you find interesting and relevant?

(4) As an international student, do you believe that you have an active role in
strengthening interests about Korean language, culture, and society? Why or why not?

Prior to the actual data gathering, a pilot test was conducted. The recorded interview
was transcribed and sent back to the participants for member checking. Data were analyzed
thematically which highlighted how the students project themselves as contemporary
Koreanists, both in the Philippines and in South Korea, who in their own ways have advocated
and advanced Korean language, culture, and society in various contexts.

As the study presents no ethical threats to participants, proper observation of protocols
in the conduct of the study was observed. Participants of the study were not from the vulnerable
population, thus, the safety and security of participants and researchers were guaranteed.
All individuals involved in the study signed an informed consent in relation to their participation

in the research. An ethical clearance was also obtained prior to the conduct of the study.

4. Results and Discussion

International Students’ Checklist: Culture, Language, Education, and Economy as
Study Journey’s Decision Determinants

Brave are those who choose to be refined within borders of their motherland, but braver
are those who travel beyond their territories and put together their dreams in foreign soils. This

sets a defining line between individuals who study abroad from those who do not. In this study,
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such braver students shall be termed as 'international students', particularly Korean international
student (KIS) and Filipino international student (FIS).

Culture as a decision determinant. Long before flying across borders to study,
international students (ISs) face the obstacle of decision making. They embrace the provocation
of selecting not only the program to take, but also the country they want to venture in. Culture has
always been a major consideration in the selection of the place to study at (Marangell et al., 2018).
Needless to say, there are two angles to see, cultural aesthetics, promotion, and congruence.
The former is indeed an influential factor. The practices within a society affect all its facets,
including learning institutions from basic to higher education. As the school is a social microcosm,
it reflects what happen among citizens in general. It is a social pitcher where culture is funneled
into. Hence, students who study abroad consider this factor. If the culture is enticing, then it is
probable that they will pursue studying in the country of option and if it is not, then they will
most likely hesitate to push through especially if the nation exhibits norms that are taboo to ISs.

No matter how enticing its culture is, the country will not be chosen as a place of study
if it is not well promoted. The clear image that a country makes, shares to the possibility of
being selected as a country to study at (Novoselova, 2019). A government who supports its people
in the promotion of education itself and through culture, does a solid move to the internationalization
of education. Moreover, congruence in culture is also a factor. Similar norms such as family
values, community practices, social conformities, and the likes are seen as factor to consider.
Overlapping cultural elements of the target and home countries bring a feeling of usualness and
to some extent comfort to the ISs. As cultural similarities are sought after, differences are also
cherished as they may be positive traits absent in the ISs’ own country (Smith & Khawaja, 2011).
Nonetheless, there are also differences that are deemed as taboos. These become a ‘cultural
turn-off’, a ground for prospect ISs to refuse studying in a host country. Nevertheless, even if
there are clear similarities and differences between or among cultures, ISs with their families
decide to select the target country to experience both culture and in the cases of multinational

families, sense of cultural heritage. This is evident to Participant 3 (KIS).

Participant 3 (KIS) shared his family decision:
“First of all, it was more like a cultural decision, so my parents agreed
that as half Filipino and half Korean, it is right that we experience both
cultures. First Korean culture and Filipino then we would get to choose

on the later part of our life which culture we would like to experience like
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for college it was a case that I had a choice to choose whether to study in

’

Philippines, continue my studies in Philippines or return to Korea.’

Language as a decision determinant. Aside from culture, another facet to view is
language. English language, being the lingua franca of the world is the primary and practical
tool to address language barriers among individuals within any international encounters,
especially in the academe (Chapple, 2015). This is also the reason English language proficiency
tests are requirements to become qualified for an international program in foreign universities.
English may be convenient within the school or the university, but not always beyond the
vicinities of the institutions. Learning such Germanic language is insufficient especially if the
language is not native to the country. In non-native English speaking countries, the locals whom
the ISs deal with daily, speak the vernacular which may be a hindrance for the students to
transact with them. If the language spoken is of the same family tree such as French and Italian,
both Romance languages, similarities in lexicon, syntax, and pragmatics may help the ISs to
cope up with linguistic perplexities; nevertheless, the problem may begin when the native
language of the ISs is of the different family tree such as Filipino language, an Austronesian
language, and Korean language, an East Asian language (Lee & Ramsey, 2011; Jubilado, 2004).
Such language-wise factors are considered in the selection of a country to study at.

Educational and economic landscapes as decision determinants. Another factors are
the country’s educational and economic landscapes. It is undeniable that the governing
educational policies of a country and the quality of its education counts tremendously. When
the country’s schools and universities perform well locally and internationally, their performance
entices the ISs, hoping that they will experience such education for themselves and for their
home countries (Paik, 2015; Abubakar et al., 2010). In addition, all the state’s transactions are
dependent on its economy as it defines the finance and resource power fueling such transactions
and this includes cost of living. ISs (though not limited to them) see this as a great factor to consider.
Daily needs entail monetary demands. In other words, the cost of living in a country must jive
with the financial capacity of the ISs. To sustain living and pursuing a course, the former must
not raise above the latter (Grant et al., 2021). When the monetary demands are low, the chances
of survival become high, leading to the accomplishment of the degree programs that these

students take.
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Lessons of Life Episodes: Impressions and Experiences in the Host Countries and
Learning Institutions

Impression as a point of comparison. Initial impression on the host country may not
be as significant as the real impact when international students (ISs) stay in the country, but
this serves as a point of comparison to elucidate and somehow evaluate the depth of their
familiarity before and after living in such country for a span of time. Studying in a country is
an episode of learning and acculturation as the ISs learn and adapt the existing culture of the
host country. Every first time is painful. When ISs surpass such challenge and adapt such
cultural element, acculturation begins (Smith & Khawaja, 2011). Hence, initially ISs may find
it exasperating to adjust, but it shall come to pass. In fact, as Participant 3 (KIS) responded,
“Of course, in the beginning it was quite hard for me to adjust from Korean to Filipino culture
but then as I got used to it, it was more comfortable, it was more welcoming.” Initial positive
and/or negative impressions may last when proven right and may fade when found wrong
through experience. When the impression is positive, appreciation follows. In fact, Participant
3 (KIS) added, “As I experienced my whole high school in the Philippines, I got accustomed
to the culture here. It was more relaxed.” This is also true to Participant 2 (KIS) as she observed

how happiness dominates the cultural ambiance of the Filipino people.

Describing her impression on the Philippines, Participant 2 (KIS) said:
“Everyone seems so happy like when I was just passing the street everyone’s
dancing and there’s always peoples singing on the street like karaoke. I like
the atmosphere of the Philippines like ambiance of the Philippines, they re
happy despite of their situation, their economic situation or their national

’

situation. It looks like it doesn’t matter to them.’

Among those who studied in South Korean, the participants (FIS) find the host country
exhibiting safety, law abiding, and well disciplined. They really appreciated these attitudes
among the locals wishing that these were also evident among their home country’s citizens.
Participant 7 (FIS) highlighted the feeling of safety staying in the host country while Participant

8 (FIS) also shared how disciplined Koreans were as they fell in line and followed traffic rules.

Participant 7 (FIS) narrated her life episode experience:
“I am actually surprised. Their society is very safe and secured that you will
not get worried that there may be culprits or rapists. Though there may be

’

cases such as that, but compared to the Philippines, it is safer here.’

10



Southbound: Mapping International Students as Koreanists in an Age of New Southern Policy

Participant 8 (FIS) also added her own observation. She said:
“Koreans amaze me. They are disciplined and follow even the simplest rules
such as falling in line when getting on the bus and when in a restaurant,
disposing wastes. They really follow the rules. They always wait for their

turns. Nobody overtakes others in a line. That’s what I am amazed about.”

As mentioned previously, the impression is vital to see how deep and far an individual
learns about the host country. Nonetheless, experiencing the country through studying is more
significant than initial impression as per ISs are concerned. The challenges that encounter and
surpass allow them to grow as individuals, adopted and global citizens. In the previous
discussion on study journey decision determinants, it is mentioned that culture, language,
education, and economy are the core considerations in choosing a host country. The same as
the previous one, those considerations are the foci in this section; however, the four are discussed
on how they are experienced by the ISs firsthand.

Cultural similarities and differences as learning. Clearly, the study at hand focuses on
the study of the experiences of Korean and Filipino ISs in the Philippines and South Korea.
Though the two countries are both Asian, they have cultural similarities and differences which
may bring forth interesting learning episodes for ISs and for the aspirants. Similarities will
always be enjoyed, but differences will be taken a spectrum of ways. These are lived by the ISs.
Their daily encounters with the locals allow them to become key informants of norm diversity.
In today’s epoch, differences are not hated, but celebrated. The beauty and grotesque of culture
are learned and appreciated, rather than despised and antagonized. Nonetheless, the former and
latter may be learned and appreciated, but this does not always entail that ISs are acculturated
with such foreign ways as they already have an established mindset framed from their cultural
imprints in their home countries. In other words, foreign norms are known, but not imbibed all
the time. In the case of Participant 2 & 4 (KIS), they never liked the ‘Filipino time’ notion
contrary to ‘2] ®Hg] (palli palli; quickly) Korean culture’, but tried to be patient when they
dealt with it. Relevant to the previous notion is the speed of transactions in the host country.

Participant 6 (KIS) in fact wished that it could have been done in a better way.
Participant 6 (KIS) narrated her experience:

“I kinda have that ‘cause being a Korean, I'm really like hot-tempered and

the Koreans, they like things to be done in a faster and more convenient way,

11
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but then, in the Philippines, like for example, when you re about to enroll or
when you re about to buy something and you have to wait in the line, it takes
a long time. But then, that’s the part that I want them to... that I felt like..

mmm... I don’t think that’s nice. Like I'd like them to improve on this.”

However, to avoid conflicts among the locals, ISs tend to practice such norms though
they are not within the grasp of both logic and personal cultural imprints. Nevertheless, it cannot
also be ignored the fact that there are cases that they are already born or raised as early as their
childhood in the host country which make them vulnerable to be chiseled in the ways of
the foreign territory. Participant 1 (KIS) shared, “Yes, Sir. I am born in the Philippines.” He continued,
“Since kindergarten, we have been here in the Philippines so we have already adapted

(the culture) here. In fact, I have never been to Korea.” Apparently, they have a different case.

In fact, Participant 6 (KIS) shared the same experience:
“I guess I don’t know what to say about impressions because like I said
I went there I was only four years old. So it’s like, I was already part
Filipino. So I thought that Philippines was more of my country, rather than,

’

like I didn’t have any first impressions.’

History plays a tremendous impact on the nation’s culture. Learning this can make the
ISs learn the stories behind the ways of the host country. Having known some of the facets of
Filipino culture, Participant 6 (KIS) had a notion on why Filipinos are seen slow and/or the

mafiana habit.

Sharing what she knew about the culture, Participant 6 (KIS) stated:
“I guess it’s the culture and I guess because of history, you guys were like
uhm... going back to history, you were conquered by the Spaniards and
then, you kinda got influenced by them and then you kind of were like
uhm... let’s say like uh... I don’t know the right word but then, like you
guys lazed out in some way and then, kind of push back things and don’t

do it them uhm... on the time that you guys are supposed to do.”

Positive and negative experiences. Experiences may happen within and outside the
learning institutions. Needless to say, they may be positive or negative. Participant 1 (KIS)

shared that he was bullied when he was younger, but eventually endured and got used to it as
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he matured. Though he experienced being bullied by few, he still had supportive and helpful
classmates and teachers as he mentioned. Participant 4 (KIS) claimed that he never felt
uncomfortable staying in the Philippines because he saw Filipinos as kind individuals and the
complaint he had was the hot weather and the food. Furthermore, Participant 2 (KIS) also told
about her experience on how her learning institution promotes spirituality and camaraderie

development among the students of her host university. She appreciated it a lot.

Appreciating the university’s culture, Participant 2 (KIS) said:
“I never remember struggling too much about academics in the Philippines.
In the Philippines, the school was more focusing on growing your own
identity and your own spirits as you know the Philippines is more focused
on Catholicism. I really enjoyed going to school because the school really

focused on making students get to know each other.”

“They tried hard to let everyone get along with each other like there’s no
bullying and they try to hold as many events as possible to unite the whole
group of students in the school and I really enjoyed that because unlike
here in Korea, we are really focused on academics like when you go into
high school there is no much events going on because you will need to

focus on college exams.”

Discussing about his life in his host university and his Korean university, Participant
4 (KIS) narrated:
“Like in university life, because in my university life my classmates were
the people... They are really nice, like the professor, all the faculty members.
They are really nice like they are really friendly. It s easy to go them to them,
but in Korea it’s really difficult. The professor is too strict. It’s really
difficult.”

Part of any culture is food. It is a huge factor as it is a primary need aside from being a
cultural element. Nonetheless, it becomes a problem when one does not prefer the food in the
host country, but it becomes a gustatory haven if the ISs find it fitting for them. The attachment

to the food follows attachment to the people and the culture.
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For instance, Participant 6 (KIS) said:
“I really like street foods and I miss them. And I’ve heard from my friends
that because of the pandemic, the street food, the vendors there had to
close up, so I kind of felt bad when I heard that.”

Participant 10 (FIS) shared how he found the food culture differences between his host
and home countries:
“Part of the Asian culture is food, I think. I don’t know why our staple is
rice while Koreans have a lot of side dishes always. I don’t know the
reason. Among us Filipinos, one viand is enough, right? Even there’s a
little of a dish, you are still happy as long as there are a lot of rice. Here

in Korea, it’s the opposite. There’s less rice and more viands.”

However, food is not the sole concern, and it is not always that ISs experience
comfortable situation. The road provides a different angle for the students. The traffic and
the uncomfortable transportation have been two of the concerns of Participant 5 (KIS) when

she studied in the Philippines.

As ISs stay in the host country, they develop a clear image of their culture. Participant
1 (KS) enthusiastically said that he is proud of the Filipino culture and described the Filipinos
as cheerful and helpful people. He also said that both Koreans and Filipinos are respectful and
religious as observed among Filipinos and his Korean family especially his father. Furthermore,
Participant 3 (KIS) also shared how welcoming Filipinos are and how comfortable it is to stay
and study in the Philippines. He said, “The people were warmer in a sense, so [ wanted to also

continue my studies in here, Philippines.”

Participant 6 (KIS) also narrated her own experience:
“They re (Filipinos) so friendly and they ’re so nice to me and they re more
open-minded than... If  were to compare than Koreans, they 're way open-
minded and when I say something to them, it’s easier to come out than

’

when I say something to Koreans.’
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On the other hand, Participant 8 (FIS) shared about Koreans’ toxic culture of work
which they appear to exhaust them in a way. She (FIS) narrated:
“Koreans are too addicted to work. They don’t have a sense of time. When
they have time, they will finish the task even until Saturday or Sunday. If

’

they need data, they will do everything to gather and deliver those.’

Another interesting input about Korean and Filipino culture is shared by Participant
9 (FIS). He said:
“Koreans and Filipinos are both Asians. Here in our laboratory, I have European
and North American friends and they can really see the similarities. These may
be our respect for our families. The Philippines and South Korea both have it.
Respect for the elderly is another. Seniority in the workplace is one. I think
in the Philippines, it’s the same. They all call you sir or ma’am. Here they

use /7Y (kyosu-nim / professor) or <1 ¥ (seonbae / senior). In the western

countries, there’s none I think.”’

Language as a tool for all human transactions. Language has always been an indispensable
portion of international (but not limited to) study experiences. One cannot set aside language
when discussing about one’s life in a foreign country. Such portion is both perplexing and
interesting as the challenges force the ISs to be adept with the host country’s language but
allow them to develop coping mechanisms that are worthy of highlighting as they serve as
lessons for ISs and for the aspirants. As the transactions from the simplest to the most complex
require language use, it is an advantage for ISs who are linguistically inclined and stayed since
birth in the host country, but it becomes vexation for those who are not. When Participant 1 (KIS)
was asked what Korean language expressions he knows, he responded, “Since [ am born in the
Philippines, it has always been Tagalog. I just know common Korean language expressions a
little.”

As mentioned previously, English is useful but the native language is indeed the more
significant even in the academe. Participant 2 (KIS) narrated that though English was primarily
used in her host university, there were Filipino subjects to study and the examinations were

quite challenging for them. Fortunately, the teachers were there to assist them.

Participant 2 (KIS) elaborated in her narration:
“Most of the students did speak English well and our school encourage

all of the students to speak English and all of the class went on English so
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I didn’t have much challenge or struggle there. But we have Filipino
subject which was quite struggle and challenge but we had some Korean
Students so we request a petition to open up a special session for us
because we could not take exam on that so we can get a grade. So we got
a special exam on Filipino subject where the teachers will translate the

’

exams for us in English so we could (solve) answer or at least get a grade.’

Class discussions are vital in the process of edification. This is when the salient features
of the studied discipline are revealed to the students. Nonetheless, the situation becomes uneasy
when the medium of instruction is unfamiliar to the students. This is the kind of problem that
Participant 5 (KIS) encountered. She shared, “In college, the professor sometimes talked in
Tagalog, so I wanted to understand or what professor said but many times I couldn’t understand

what they were saying.” This is also evident among ISs who work in laboratories in a Korean university.

Participant 7 (FIS) highlighted the importance of learning the native language:
“The only problem we had is language barrier when working, but at the
end of the day, we write in English. English is needed in reports, but you
should also learn Korean to answer their questions in right approach.
Out of the workplace (laboratories), that is more challenging as you

’

need to go to places where people speak only Korean.’

Participant 9 (FIS) shared similar observation in learning Korean:
“Yes, language barrier. Here in our campus, we don’t have too much
problem because everyone speaks English. The problem is when you are
new here in Korea and you’ll go out of the campus. You need to survive.

If you don’t have required Korean classes, you need to do self-study.”

Host country’s educational performances. Countries around the world highlight
disciplines in the promotion of their country, depending on their international performance in
the field of education. For instance, on the one hand, the Philippines is proud of English as a second
language speaker; hence, the country promotes English mediated programs both in schools and
universities (Madrunio et al., 2016). On the other hand, South Korea is known for its cultural
promotion, and excellent performance in science, technology, engineering, arts and mathematics

(STEAM); thus, it offers programs in culture studies, and STEAM education (Hong, 2017).
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These promotions entice students from other countries to visit, stay, and study in such countries.
However, the real challenge begins when they take the programs. The instruction provided by
the foreign host school and/or university reveals their chiseling learning experience and
expertise to the ISs. Those serve as significant contact to the education performance of the host
country. Along with instruction are the educational policies. Serving their purpose, the policies
govern the learning institutions; therefore, they direct and/or create conditions for the ISs.
These may affect them explicitly and implicitly. When affected, they may take them positively
or negatively.

Host country’s economic landscape. As discussed previously, the economic landscape
of the host country matters in its probable selection and as elucidated, it sets the living condition
of the ISs in terms of monetary matters. This may vary from circumstance to another. When the ISs
come from a country with higher or of the same cost of living, they may find living in the host
country comfortable. Participant 5 narrated how she appreciated her purchasing power in
the Philippines. She said that commodities and services in the country were cheaper compared
to South Korea. She also added that it was the reason that most foreigners liked the Philippines.
Nonetheless, the trial comes in when the ISs are from poor family and/or countries. Sustaining
their needs may be of great challenge. These are daily food consumption, monthly house rentals,
tuition fees (when there is no scholarship), and the likes. This challenge persists and escalates

especially when there is no assistance coming from the host institution and/or host government.

Building Roads of Mutual Development: Perceived Impacts of South Korea’s New
Southern Policy

As the New Southern Policy (NSP) is effectuated, it has managed to touch the varied
facets of the international community specifically in Asia (Oh, 2020). Due to this policy, the
interaction between South Korea and Southeast Asians with India, such as the Philippines
becomes inevitable. The policy builds a new road for the rapid demands of the contemporary
culture, economy, and even in education. The international students (ISs), being the key
beneficiaries of the NSP, have experienced and/or observed its impact. These experiences and
observations are insights that can be used to review and even make the policy even better both
written and implemented.

Mutual development and deep cultural connections. Though the South Korea spearheads
this momentous move, the country and the Philippines are seen as co-beneficiaries of the continuous
implementation of the policy. The same as the other countries from the third to first world ones,

development is needed to maintain and/or move forward to the different levels and aspects of
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national undertakings. Due to this reason, development will always be the ultimate duty of any
governments and states. However, as it does not happen overnight and sometimes, impossible
when a state runs alone, international partnership becomes an answer (Lannon & Walsh, 2019;
Schaaf, 2015). When two or more countries work together for the common good of their people,
mutual development follows. Though rich in economy, a country may lack resources and other
skills that are evident among the citizens of another country or vice versa. Hence, the two need
each other. This is true between South Korea and the Philippines. As South Korea extends its
helping hands, the Philippines also offers its potentials to the former. The countries of the world
are an ecosystem that always struggles for economic stability and balance and the doorways of
NSP provides ‘international mutualism’, an epitome of solution to the state imbalances within
each country.

Furthermore, as South Korea diverges its focus from the western country to Southeast
Asian countries, it does not only tap the potential economic partners, but it also deepens its
cultural connections with its Asian roots. Though the countries are situated from different
regions, they share the same Asian heritage. In other words, similarities among East and
Southeast Asians are unquestionable. However, differences still exist as boundaries of
isolation due to geographical walls, limits interactions; nonetheless, this policy establishes a
gateway for the saturation of cultural harmony. One culture entices the other and vice versa,

creating an intermarriage of norms alongside with national identity diversity.

Extrapolating her observation on mutual development and cultural connections,
Participant 2 (KIS) shared:

“The western countries like they shouldn’t cut off but it’s good that they
have changed the channel to the ASEAN countries because we have got
enough from the western countries like there’s not enough new
opportunities and innovations that we could find from the westerns or
European countries anymore unlike ASEAN countries like Philippines or
Indonesia which are emerging countries and they have thousands of
opportunities to be found in the next futures and I think South Korea could
be a good partner to assist on the development because South Korea is
now one of the advanced countries that have a lot of potentials to provide
a lot of assistance and technology assistance and I think we have a lot of
deep relationship with many of the ASEAN countries so I think, yeah that
policy is good for both ASEAN countries and South Korea.
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In addition, Participant 7 (FIS) further explained how both ends may
contribute from the policy:

“Knowing that they prioritize Southeast Asia and India, it becomes a very

good opportunity not only for them but also for ASEAN countries. We can

help them discover other cultures aside from the westerners and on the

other hand, they can help us in adjusting to both culture and technology.”

Socio-economic opportunities and promotions. Perceived by the participants, Southeast
Asian countries may seek more opportunities in South Korea or the other around. Because of
this partnership, the possibility of trade, business, entrepreneurship, and employment broadens.
In the absence of work placement in the home countries, there is still a chance for an individual
to find a fit employment and/or business for him or her. This is what Participant 5 (KIS) pointed
out. She said, “Future workers can come here to Korea, and make money, and of course we need

some workers so yah, we can cooperate. Yes, I think so, because they can earn more money here.”

Elucidating what she said, Participant 5 (KIS) added:
“It’s just my opinion. Some go to Philippines because they feel like here in
Korea there’s no work for them, so they need some new way to make money
and to find their new business, so they go to Philippines, but I heard that

’

sometimes the business is not going well so I hear pity for them.’

Participant 9 (FIS) also shared:
“They would like to take advantage of the geographical location. The
countries are near with one another. Trade flow is easier. I think Korea wants
to treat ASEAN countries as one network. It will be easier for them to do

trade if they do that.”

NSP is also seen as South Korea’s way of promotion. As the products of the country
are introduced to Southeast Asians, the former gains consumers from the latter. In fact,
Participant 7 (FIS) claimed, “I think with that kind of policy, it will eventually bolster with
ASEAN and South Korea and that’s a good thing because we are close to them. I think Filipinos
are great consumers of media such as KPOP.” The policy creates a complex and immense
markets for both offered entertainment, services, and goods. The flux of trade among countries

opens among the ends of the involved countries. However, a participant worries as he fears that
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the exploration of the Southeast Asian region may lead to its exploitation. Hence, South Korea

as the explorer must be cautious in its interactions with its target nations and vice versa.

Sharing his point of view, Participant 3 (KIS) explained:

“To see that Korea will be tapping on to resources of other countries, there’s
always that sense that when you 're tapping into other resources you think
you have a lot of it so you over-excavate and over-exploit that would actually
damage the other economy, the economy of other countries, in this case the

other Southeast Asian countries as well.”

Impacts on education. Another perceived impact is on education. It is undeniable that
for higher education institution to gain progress, it also needs the help of its foreign
counterparts. This policy creates an avenue for more scholarships among countries. Participant
9 (FIS) even shared, “In education, I know about GKS, KGSP. Education is funded through
these programs. Competition is really high. You need the scholarship. I think Filipinos have
slots for those.” South Korea provides opportunities to educate its foreign scholars and to learn
from them as they exchange knowledge and skills needed for mutual development within and

beyond the microcosm of the academe.

The Koreanists and the Phenomenal Hallyu: The Narratives of Korean Language
and Culture Promotions among Nations

Hallyu ($}57) has proven its immense ripple effect on the different parts of the world
(Kim & Nam, 2015). Because of this phenomenon, South Korea has established well its place
in the international market. The country has already put together ‘cultural odor’ alongside with
its East Asian counterparts, China and Japan. As Participant 8 (FIS) stated, “We can’t do more
because Korean culture is already sustainable.” Participant 10 (FIS) even added, “Hallyu is
really tremendous in Southeast Asia.” This cultural permeation extends and continues as the
Koreanists emerge from both Korean and non-Korean individuals. As Korean culture is native
to its citizens; hence, its promotion among them follows. However, it becomes more interesting
when Hallyu-influenced individuals pass its effects on others. As the participants claim, the
Korean culture lives on its own as the Korean wave continues throughout the globe.
Nonetheless, even though the participants know this fact, they still take part in promoting the

Korean culture in many ways.
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The international students (ISs) are indeed major Koreanists. They serve as promoters
of all that is Korean. Since they are in other countries and exposed to Korean culture, they have
a lot of opportunities to promote the culture, contributing to Hallyu as a whole. In the
Philippines, Korean International Students (KIS) have promoted the Korean culture among
Filipinos and in South Korea, the Filipino International Students (FIS) have also shared the
culture among their countrymen through social media.

Korean drama is undeniably a powerful agent of Hallyu since the drama reflects the
varied aspects of Korean culture on different levels. Because of the culture’s flamboyance,
people around the globe including the Filipinos are enticed to watch such television programs.
However, though there are some similarities, there are also cultural differences that lead to
queries. These may be about the culture and its aspects such as language and food. This is when
the Koreanists get in. Participant 6 (KIS) stated, “Since they were interested in the K-Drama
or K-Pop, they would sometimes what does this mean or yeah, they would approach me about
that and I would willingly help and translate what it meant.” Participant 8 (FIS) added, “When
promoting, I concentrate on food. K-Pop groups are flitting over time, but food doesn’t.”
Korean culture-interested individuals normally ask questions to them, confirming their
schemata of the culture and/or satisfying their curiosity to learn more more about language. To

Participant 12 (FIS), it has good results.

Sharing her point of view, the participant said:
“I think with the Korean language, it’s a good thing that a lot of people
are learning the Korean language because somehow, they can have
chances to work in some Korean firms you know since Korean companies

require employees who can speak Korean, English, and other languages.”

In Philippine universities, this happens both class and campus-wide during students’
interactions. On the class level, the participants shared how their classmates would ask about
the Korean culture, and language. Intentionally and unintentionally, they become Koreanists.
As they confirm queries and at the same time educate other people, making them more
captivated by Hallyu. Furthermore, universities promote foreign language and culture. It
becomes an opportunity for the Koreanists to further endorse the Korean culture and in most

cases, the language.
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Participant 4 (KIS) shared his Korean language teaching experience:
“My school teaches high school also. In the United Nations’ Day, just the one
event of the United Nations Day for the foreign, for the foreigners go to the
high school and they teach their language. So, I got to the one classroom [

>

teach them like 30 minutes.’

In South Korean universities, FIS would also have activities in and out of the universities.
Their learning experience in Korea becomes their pride. Hence, this pride turns into their
promotion tool. There comes a drive to share these to their fellows as they also want them to

enjoy the same opportunities.

Participant 9 (FIS) gave his own ways of promotion:

“In the case of graduate students and those who work, I think it is when we
post our personal experiences on social media that we promote Korean
culture. For example, I would post pictures of our travels and people would
comment how nice the places or sceneries are. I think it influences your

friends and other contacts on social media.”

Their getaways and even their gastronomic experiences are excellent life episodes that
may appeal and influence other people to have a taste of the South Korean escapade. Participant
7 (FIS) narrated, “I would share Korean clips and Korean drama links on Facebook.” Because
social media is the fastest and reliable platform of promotion, intentionally or unintentionally
when they post these affairs, they turn into visual instrument of Hallyu.

There are a lot of interactions among international students and the locals of their host
countries through the culture as experienced and observed in education, language, and economic
facets. in their ways. There may be positive and negative sides, but these allow the students to cherish
their culture as they learn from the similarities and differences in comparing theirs with the host
countries’ culture. The experiences they share does not only reveal the cultural subtleties but
provide guides for those who aspire to take their chances of getting their own education in foreign
lands. Furthermore, those who experience Korean culture firsthand, use this exposure to become

Koreanists in their unique ways. This contributes a lot to the ripple effect of the Korean wave.
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Towards a sustainable NSP: inputs and ways forward

To spread NSP inclusive of growth and development between Philippines and Korea

among international students, the following may be taken into consideration:

1.

Inclusion of Korean/ Filipino as a Foreign language in the curriculum

Language is usually a barrier among international students. Some opt not to socialize because
of their inability to communicate using the language of the country they are in. Hence, it is
deemed beneficial for Filipino international students if Korean would be included at
least as foreign language (FL) in the tertiary level. In the same manner, the inclusion of
Filipino as a Foreign Language in the tertiary level curriculum in Korea may be recommended.
Scholarships for Filipino students intending to study in Korea or for Korean students
intending to study in the Philippines

To encourage more international students, both countries may sponsor scholarship grants
to deserving students.

Student/ Faculty Exchange Program between the Philippines and Korea

Not only Student Exchange Program but also Faculty Exchange may be initiated to provide
more opportunities for the educators to experience the culture of the two countries.
Encourage collaborative projects or research between Korea and Philippines
Funded collaborative research focused on NSP may further educate international
students about the nature and purpose of the policy.

Strengthening tourism activities

Both the Korean and the Philippine governments may engage in tourism projects
showcasing the culture of both countries. This can be done through online or through
the various Social Networking Sites accessible to both countries.

Intercultural language teaching and learning or multicultural literacy

Language classrooms in the Philippines and Korea may dwell not only on developing
the communicative competence of the learners but also intercultural competence.
Developing the knowledge, skills, and attitude of the international students not only
towards a 2"¢ language but also towards a 2" culture must be the goals of the language

classrooms.

5. Conclusions

This study mapped international students in the Philippines and South Korea as contemporary

Koreanists in the light of the New Southern Policy (NSP). Based on the results of the study

some of the challenges faced by international scholars in terms of daily living, cultural aspects,
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academic concerns, and others were referred as Study Journey’s Decision Determinants were
perceived which makes up the International Student’s Checklist. These includes culture, language,
education, and economy.

Impressions as a point of comparison and experiences in the host countries and learning
institutions were also considered as lessons of life episodes among international scholars.
These include (1) impression as a point of comparison; (2) positive and negative experiences;
(3) language as a tool for all human transactions; (4) host country’s educational performances;
and (5) host country’s economic landscape.

Furthermore, international students’ perceptions on impacts of South Korea’s New
Southern Policy Building Roads of Mutual Development include: (1) mutual development and
deep cultural connections; (2) socio-economic opportunities and promotions and (3) impacts
on education. It is believed that these contribute to the globalization of Korean Studies both in
the Philippines and South Korea.

In order to spread NSP’s inclusion of growth and development between Philippines and
Korea among international students, the following may be taken into consideration: (1) inclusion
of Korean/ Filipino as a Foreign language in the curriculum; (2) scholarships for Filipino
students intending to study in Korea or for Korean students intending to study in the Philippines;
(3) student/ faculty exchange program between the Philippines and Korea; (4) encourage
collaborative projects or research between Korea and Philippines; (5) strengthening tourism

activities; and (6) intercultural language teaching and learning or multicultural literacy.
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United States-China Competition in the Philippines in

the Context of a New World Order

Abstract

The Philippines is a key component to Chinese expansionist plans in Southeast Asia.
China has attempted to limit the expanding footprint of the United States of America (US) in
Southeast Asia by using the Philippines as a foothold in the South China Sea. China requires
the Philippines to expand and maintain regional influence. To avoid marginalization, China

must promptly assert control in the Philippines, especially as the US is continuously monitoring

and influencing the region. Politically, China increases power in Southeast Asia through closer
cooperation that leads to of control. The Philippines has benefited by developing relations with

China, whose influence is present in economic, cultural, social, and military spheres as well as

development assistance projects. The Philippines remains a key motivator and target for
Chinese strategy for advancement into Southeast Asia. Yet the Philippines continues among US

allies in Asia, alongside Japan, South Korea, and Australia as a participant in the policy of

expanding US influence in the Asia-Pacific region. This is reflected in historical US military
priorities in the Philippines. This article will analyse how a order new world perspective may

clarify competition between China and the US for the Philippines from 2016 to 2021.

Keywords: Competition, China, The United States of America, Relations, Cooperation
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1. The transformation of the world in the new world order

After the end of the Cold War and the dissolution of the Soviet Union, the bipolar world
order collapsed, replacing it with a unipolar world order led by the United States. With its superior
strength compared to other great powers, the United States allowed itself to storm the world
and interfere in the internal affairs of many countries, especially those in the Middle East and
Central Asia. In Europe, the US encouraged the expansion of the EU to the East, opening NATO
to attract new EU members from Eastern Europe. America’s goal was to shrink Russia's post-
Soviet space, constraining its recovery. In Northeast Asia, the US has upgraded relations with
Japan and South Korea, supporting Taiwan's independence trend to contain China's rise. Those
unilateral actions of the US have met with resistance from many different political forces in the
world, especially the Muslim community in the world. As a result, on August 11, 2001,
international Islamist extremists carried out a terrorist attack against two economic and military
symbols of the United States. The myth of an untouchable America has fallen. Not accepting
that fact, the United States has launched a global war on terror. The world is divided by the US
into two forces: for or against the US war on terror. The spearhead of the US terrorist attack is
aimed at the Middle East. In 2003, the US unilaterally launched a war against Iraq, killing
leader Saddam Hutsen, who was believed by the US to be responsible for the 9/11 terrorist attacks.
Not stopping there, the US also sent troops into Libya, overthrowing the country's constitutional
President Kadaphi. Those military actions of the United States do not make the United States
stronger, but vice versa. Not only being bogged down in the Middle East, at the end of the first
decade of the twenty-first century, the United States was also dealt an economic blow due to
the impact of the financial-currency crisis that broke out in the heart of the United States. The
country's economy fell into an unprecedented crisis since the Second World War. The economic
downturn made unemployment worse. On average, from January to September 2008, 84,000
US workers lost their jobs. A series of financial institutions, including giant financial
institutions, collapsed (CJJ Staff, 2008). Although still considered the only superpower in the
world, the military and economic advantages of the United States have declined sharply since
entering the second decade of the twenty-first century. While the overall strength of the United
States is dwindling in the eastern Pacific, a new political-economic force is emerging with
increasing force. In just three decades since reform and opening up, China has surpassed
Britain, France and Germany to become the world's third largest economy. In 2013, the country
overtook Japan to become the world's second-largest economy, after the United States.

Economic development has created favorable conditions for China to strengthen its military

power and modernize national defense. China's defense budget is increasing day by day. If in 2005,
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the country’s defense budget was only 7.3% of the entire national budget, by 2007, China’s
defense budget accounted for 7.5% of the entire national budget, with value amounted to
350.92 billion yuan (US$44.94 billion) an increase of 17.8% compared to 2006 (News agency,
2007, p. 5). This is the highest level of defense spending in the past 10 years. With its rapidly
growing economic and military power, Chinese leaders such as Chinese President Xi Jinping
(2012 to present) have aspired to revive the power and influence of the Chinese Communist
Party. That ambition is reflected in the idea of the Chinese Dream that he proposed in his first
speech on March 19, 2013, as President. In that speech, Xi Jinping declared: “The realization
of the Chinese Dream of a great national revival means that China becomes a prosperous
country, a nation renewed in vitality. and have happy people” (VOV, 2014). The formation of
a new world order has had a strong impact on ASEAN-China relations. As China became a pole
in the new world order, Beijing's attraction, especially in economic terms, has become stronger,
especially for developing countries, including member countries. ASEAN. These countries
hope to find more development opportunities in economic cooperation with China. Beijing's
implementation of the BRI will provide those countries with concessional loans to build new
or modernize their weak or inconsistent infrastructure systems. However, China’s rapidly
growing military power also worries Southeast Asian countries, especially those that are having
territorial disputes with China in the East Sea. More than ever, ASEAN and its member
countries need cooperation with other powers, especially the US, Japan and India to balance
relations with China. As for China, with its position as the new pole in the “One Super, Multi-Power”
order, Beijing has become more assertive in its foreign policy, not only the US but also towards
other countries. Southeast Asia, which is considered by China as a top priority in the implementation
of the BRI grand strategy. China’s new behavior towards ASEAN countries is reflected in the
statement of Chinese Foreign Minister Yang Jiechi: China is a big country and ASEAN
countries are small countries. With such a view, despite the objections of international opinion
and Southeast Asian countries, China has unilaterally carried out a series of activities to
reclamation of islands and reefs that it is occupying in the East Sea. seriously violated the DOC
which they signed and committed to respect since 2002. Such both positive and negative
impacts have created both a push and a drag on the development of ASEAN-China relations
since 2004 to present.

At the regional level, ASEAN has also made new developments, especially in building
the ASEAN Economic Community (AEC) which is one of the three main pillars of the ASEAN
Community established in December 2015. The remaining pillars are: Political-Security Community

(APSC) and Socio-Cultural Community (ASCC). The objective of the ASEAN Economic
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Community is to enhance cooperation and economic development among ASEAN countries,
namely i) Establishing a single market and common production base, ii) Building a competitive
economy, iii) Balanced economic development, and iv) Integration into the global economy.
When entering the twenty-first century, countries, large or small, have begun to make moves
to adjust their international cooperation strategies, adjust foreign policies to match the development
process of human history in the past. new era. It is the peaceful international relations that have
helped countries link together and cooperate for economic development. Thus, it shows that
the new world is no longer formed by an imposition of one or a group of national interests, but
consensus, recognition, respect for freedom, democracy, peace and prosperity is the development
foundation of the world in the new context. In that flow, the Philippines is one of the pioneering
countries in adjusting foreign policies to strengthen international integration cooperation,

especially towards China and the US when entering the early years of the 21st century.

2. Philippine Policy towards China under President Duterte.

In general, the Philippines continues to pursue an independent foreign policy, protecting
national sovereignty and territorial integrity; promoting relations with other countries through
economic diplomacy in order to seek and expand national interests as well as increase the ability
to protect the rights and interests of Filipinos abroad; Actively and responsibly participate in
international obligations. Regarding the objective, the Philippines continues to promote
friendly relations and cooperation with all countries through strengthening bilateral and
multilateral relations; strengthen relations with allies and strategic partners to promote new
security cooperation arrangements; Strengthen and expand commitments, promote cooperation
with international and regional organizations, focusing on areas of national benefit; Expand the
presence of Philippine diplomatic missions abroad and establish diplomatic representations in
strategic areas; Expand security, defense, economic and social diplomacy to support the national
vision program and the development of national security. Regarding China, the Philippines
advocates actively and proactively improving bilateral relations, minimizing disagreements,
and avoiding confrontation in order to take advantage of China's potential for economic
development and maintain sovereignty. Under President Duterte, he actively separated the
issue of maritime disputes into a separate content in relations with China and did not want the
effects of this issue to affect the goal of promoting cooperation between the Philippines and
China. Country. Bilateral relations between the two countries began to shift from a tense state of
confrontation to friendliness and cooperation. Under President Duterte’s administration, the

Philippines-China relationship has gradually improved. After about four years of adjusting
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foreign policy in the direction of “independence” of trade, investment and funding from China
has gradually improved markedly. In addition, the Philippines still ensures its territorial
sovereignty and stabilizes the domestic situation to continue its economic development.
Moreover, the Philippines has partly enhanced its position and role in relations with major
countries, both improving its relations with China but also adjusting its relations with the US in a
more substantive and balanced direction. Although under President Duterte’s rule, conflicts in
the South China Sea are still ongoing, but President Duterte once said that political conflicts
should not affect the trade and investment relations between the two countries. water. Besides
the rapid economic development, the Philippines is also facing great challenges when investment
capital and investors come from China. It is these same challenges that make the Philippines
adjust its diplomatic strategy continuously during the four years in office of the incumbent
President R. Duterte. Recently, there are many negative opinions about the relationship
between the Philippines and China because the increase in disagreement between the two
countries will inevitably lead to competition and conflict. But the change in the two sides'
policies, as well as the dependence on international and regional factors, have greatly
influenced this relationship, forcing the two countries to pay attention to peace and security.
Besides, the most common strategic interests of the Philippines and China are derived from the
bilateral economic relationship, therefore, in the coming time, there is a basis to believe that

the relationship between the two sides will continue to develop in a positive direction.

3. The America's pivot policy and engagement in the Asia-Pacific region

After the cold war ended, the US no longer paid much attention to Southeast Asia, and
the Philippines, the US returned to isolationism, withdrawing its troops from two military bases
in “Clark” and “Subic” (1992) which created a power vacuum in Southeast Asia. This has
created conditions for China to increase its influence in the region through activities related
to the East Sea. The moves to increase China’s influence in the East Sea area have directly
threatened the interests of the Philippines and challenged the US power in this area (Tan &
Trang, 2017, p. 13). However, after the events of September 11, 2001, at the same time as
launching the Global Counterterrorism Strategy, the United States implemented the policy of
“Americanizing the world ” to maintain hegemony based on the superiority of power (Jarvie, 1988).
With the goal of counter-terrorism becoming a top priority, the United States takes advantage
of the problem of counter-terrorism and weapons of mass destruction to launch pre-emptive

strategic attacks, exerting influence in various fields such as economy, trade, democracy by
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various measures. To accomplish this goal, the United States sent troops back to many key
regions in the world, including Southeast Asia and the Philippines (Lan, 2018, p. 210).

In 2011, the administration of President Barack Obama announced the strategy of Pivoting
(Rebalancing) to the Asia-Pacific with 06 main pillars, including: (1) Strengthening relations
with traditional allies (Japan, Korea, Philippines, Thailand, Australia); (2) Strengthening relations
with friends and emerging powers (India, Singapore, Indonesia, ...); (3) Actively participate in
regional architecture building, such as: East Asia Summit (EAS), Asia-Pacific Economic
Cooperation (APEC), ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF), Initiative Lower Mekong River (LMI),
ASEAN Defense Ministers Meeting Plus (ADMM+); (4) Strengthening military presence,
deploying rotation of troops to the region (Singapore, Australia, Philippines, ...), continuing
to maintain presence in the region through bilateral and multilateral military exercises;
(5) Promoting economic cooperation with the region, including: negotiating the Trans-Pacific
Partnership (TPP), supporting APEC, the Initiative for Expanding Economic Engagement with
ASEAN (E3); (6) Continue to propagate and promote democratic values and human rights
(Government agency, 2023). In Southeast Asia, President Obama has become more fully
engaged in the region and personally attends annual forums such as the East Asia Security
Summit. In recent years, the United States has deployed more troops and military equipment
to the region, while strengthening security alliances with ASEAN member states. The Supreme
Court of the Philippines also recently ratified a bilateral security treaty, allowing US troops and
weapons to be stationed and rotated at five military airports and two naval bases. Washington
is also providing maritime assistance to many other ASEAN countries. Most significantly,
it has increased US strategic presence and influence in the Asia-Pacific area, putting some
restraints on China's rise (Zhao, 2018). The military build-up with the Philippines to gradually
deal with China's expansionist ambitions in the South China Sea has made the Philippines-US
relationship stronger and stronger. In that context, the increasing influence of China in this
region further worries the US side. In order not to lose its influential role in Southeast Asia,
the United States has made it the second front in the global war on terrorism. The United States
advocates “encouraging cooperation with partners in the region to undertake concerted efforts
to corner, tighten, and isolate terrorist groups” (The White House, 2003).

Accordingly, the United States has implemented a series of bilateral and multilateral
cooperation activities with ASEAN countries. In particular, the United States increased training
and support for the Philippine military in combating armed insurgent groups. According to data
from the Philippines, in 2001 the US aided the Philippines with 30.08 million USD, this number
increased to 94.5 million USD in 2002. These figures show the determination of the US side
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in carrying out the goal of fighting terrorism and other issues related to security in Southeast
Asia. In order to tighten the relationship and domination of the United States in regional
security issues, in 2003, the United States declared the Philippines to enjoy the status of a key
ally outside of NATO (Lan, 2018). From 2008 onwards, the US implemented the policy of
pivoting to Asia, taking Asia - Pacific as the centre, the Philippines was increasingly focused.
This is also the period when China has stepped up activities to strengthen and protect its claims
in the South China Sea, which have threatened the oil and gas exploitation activities of US oil

and gas companies, as well as the economic interests of the economy of the US.

4. The competition between the US and China in the Philippines

4.1 In Political Diplomacy and Military Security

The US-Philippines alliance relationship has been established for a long time and is bound
by the main pillars, which are: (1) Mutual Defense Treaty (MDT) signed in 1951, the Treaty
stipulates that the two sides will protect defend each other in the event that one party is attacked
by foreign forces; (2) Visiting Forces Agreement (VFA) was signed in 1998, effective from
1999; (3) Enhanced Defense Cooperation Agreement (EDCA) signed by US President Barack
Obama and Philippine counterpart Benigno Aquino III in 2014, The Agreement allows the US
military to use 05 military bases on Philippine territory . These agreements are the legal basis
for thousands of US troops and vehicles to be rotated in the Philippines and allow the militaries
of the two countries to conduct annual joint exercises, organize military training as well as
implementing humanitarian assistance, etc. According to statistics, each year the US military
has about 300 such operations in this Southeast Asian country, including visits by warships.
Among the above agreements and agreements, the Visiting Forces Agreement is considered to
play an important role, as it provides the rules, guidelines and legal status for the US military
when operating in Philippines. Specifically, the VFA is an integral part of the MDT - an important
factor in improving the ability to coordinate combat between the Philippine military and
the US military. For a country that is in dire need of investment to improve its military strength
like the Philippines, the VFA will help them acquire more military equipment and facilities and
be the country that receives the largest military support from the US among Southeast Asian
countries. In the period 2012-2015, the cost of US military support to the Philippines is estimated
at about 50 million USD/year; in the period 2015-2016, this support even skyrocketed to 127.1
million USD. Each year, the two countries also conduct nearly 30 joint exercises, including
three large drills equivalent to the annual Balikatan (shoulder-to-shoulder) exercise in the East

Sea to prepare for disasters and events. In addition, the presence of VFA in combination with
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MDT and EDCA is considered a “security umbrella” to help the Philippines avoid aggressive
actions from outside and turbulence in the strategic competition between major countries in the
world. regional chess board (Government agency, 2023).

Although relations with the US deteriorated in the last months of US President Obama’s
term, it was quickly “recovered” during the US President Donald Trump’s era. The phone call
between US President Donald Trump and Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte on April 29, 2017
was considered “very good” and the two countries’ alliance relationship is on the right track
(Ftchinese, 2023). When Mr. Duterte met Mr. Trump in Manila in November 2017, the US side
avoided criticizing the Philippine leader. Donald Trump seems to “turn a blind eye” to extrajudicial
killings in Duterte’s war on drugs. At the same time, Philippine President Duterte announced
that the Philippines continued to cooperate and coordinate with the US after Donald Trump
appointed new Secretary of State Mike Pompeo. This makes the relationship between the two
countries quickly “warm up” and the two sides actively promote comprehensive bilateral
relations.

From 2016 up to now, the security and military relations between the Philippines and
the US are showing signs of going down. After taking office (October 2016), President Dutert
adjusted his foreign policy towards balancing relations with major countries, especially with
China. The Philippines has broken the ice with China, which began after the Scarborough
incident, in search of stronger economic cooperation. In contrast, the Philippines-US relationship,
including security and military cooperation, tends to decrease. President Duterte had unfriendly
words towards the US Ambassador to the Philippines.

Meanwhile, the Diplomatic relations between the Philippines and China were established
in 1975, and since then, the bilateral cooperation between the two countries has developed
positively thanks to the consensus in the relevant views for the peace and prosperity of the region.
Both countries have opportunities to strengthen cooperation in the fields of politics, security,
trade, investment, tourism, as well as cultural and people-to-people exchanges for the benefit
of the two countries.

During President Duterte’s Administration, President Duterte made several state visits to
China from 2016-2019. During the visits, the two sides signed a Joint Declaration to strengthen
friendly cooperation between the two sides. Especially in April 2019 President Duterte attended
the second Belt and Road Forum for International Cooperation. During the bilateral meeting
between President Duterte and President Xi Jinping, the two leaders witnessed the signing and
exchange of agreements between the National Economic and Development Authority (NEDA)

and the National Recovery Center Project. Dangerous Drug Abuse Recovery and Treatment
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between the Government of the Republic of the Philippines and the Government of the People’s
Republic of China. The Philippines has marked a drastic change in the way it adapts to the
increasing influence of China during the period of President Rodrigo Duterte in the direction
of Manila getting closer and closer to China in political-diplomatic relations in order to find
seeking China's support as well as increasing bilateral economic ties. Since Philippine
President Rodrigo Duterte made an “ice-breaking” trip to China in October 2016, at the same
time Duterte announced his separation from the US. This event marked a new turning point in
Manila’s relationship with China and Washington. The growing relationship with China is
mainly in the economic sphere, and the United States remains a key security partner of the
Philippines. President Duterte’s performance in relations with China and the US shows that
this country is implementing a balanced foreign policy between these two powers in the
direction of increasing economic growth with China and continuing the alliance with the US.
In other words, the Philippines is implementing a more balanced and independent foreign
policy. Since Philippine President Duterte came to power, the Manila government has moved
from a tough foreign policy in relations with China to increased contact with Beijing: (i) Full
praise of China and Chinese President Xi Jinping in public speeches; (ii) Moderately asserting
the Philippines’ legitimate victory over China on the South China Sea issue; (iii) Declare
changes to military activities that might make China “angry”; (iv) Allow Chinese aircraft and
ships to land or dock at Davao city; (v) Inviting Chinese traders and investors (Pia, 2018).
Philippines also expands its contact space with China in terms of defense and security. China
and the Philippines increasingly have space to increase comprehensive cooperation with each
other, in addition to the economic factor, the security factor has also been strongly promoted.
In addition to the fact that the Philippines and China are promoting increased maritime security
cooperation in the region, the recent conflict event in the southern Philippines can be considered
an “opportunity” for the two countries to strengthen cooperation in the field of security.
The attack by a militant group affiliated with the Islamic State (IS) in Marawi city, southern
Philippines on May 23, 2017 was seen by the Chinese side as a good opportunity to increase
cooperation in defense - security with the Philippines and at least both countries have the same
religious problem - that is the separatist tendency of the Muslim forces. On May 23, 2017,
Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman Lu Kang affirmed that China strongly supports the anti-
terrorism activities of the Philippine government. He stressed that terrorism is a common
enemy of mankind and that China shares and supports the anti-terrorism efforts of the Philippine
government. In addition, on May 15, 2017, a representative of the Philippine Department

of Defense signed an agreement with China on the procurement of weapons and other military
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equipment. This news was confirmed by Philippine Secretary of State Delfin Lorenzana, and
he also added that the list that the Philippines wants to buy includes aircraft, drones, speedboats.
At the same time, Lorenz also emphasized, China has provided a loan of 500 million USD for
the procurement of defense equipment, but the Government of this country will only spend the
money allocated for modernization programs first. Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP)
before accepting the offer. “If we still have money, we will buy them with our own money,”
Mr. Larezana said. When we run out of money, we will access Chinese loans” (Inquirer, 2017).
The fact that China and the Philippines embarked on this defense cooperation took place shortly
after the US announced its refusal to sell weapons to the Philippines on the grounds of human
rights, and Lorenzana said that the Philippines began to shift its focus to arms procurement
from Russia and China. Previously, in February 2017, China also provided US$140 million in
military aid to the Philippines to fight terrorism (Militarydwnews, 2023).

However, in the field of security, the Philippines remains suspicious and wary of China
and continues its military alliance with the US. The Philippine military has a different view
from Mr. Duterte’s attitude towards China. Especially in light of the recent scene where the
two countries continue to have controversies related to the South China Sea issue, such as
Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte in his response to the media also revealed that in August
2018 the The Chinese military tried to drive away the Philippine navy plane after they flew
over the disputed area in the South China Sea and there was a dispute with China (Dwnews,
2023). The Philippines and China's involvement in sovereignty disputes in the East Sea, as well
as China's increasingly powerful military presence in the South China Sea, also make the

Philippines worry about security risks.

4.2 In the field of Economy

The Philippines appears to be seeking the restoration of stronger economic ties with the
United States. This change is intended to balance the country's growing dependence on China.
In October 2017, the Philippines' foreign ministry said it was “seeking to strengthen economic
cooperation” in an effort to improve ties with the United States, while the Philippines also said
stronger economic ties would “be over security” (VOA news, 2017). The US is currently the
Philippines’ top trading partner. Bilateral trade relations between the two countries have been
relatively stable in recent years and the balance of trade has always been in favor of the
Philippines. The United States is an important export partner of the Philippines, and as of 2017
became the 31st largest trading partner of the United States (Philippine embassy, 2023)
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Figure 1 Philippines Exports to United States
Source: Trading Economics. (2023). Philippines Exports to United States.
https://tradingeconomics.com/philippines/exports/united-states

Philippines Exports to United States was US$11.86 Billion during 2021, according to
the United Nations COMTRADE database on international trade. Philippines Exports to United
States - data, historical chart and statistics - was last updated on February of 2023.

2000M
B500M
B000M
T500M
7000M
6500M
6000M
] o
2z 2013 2014 215 206 207 2018 29 2020 2021 2022
OMTRADE | TRAD ONOY o

Figure 2 Philippines Imports from United States

Source: Trading Economics. (2023). Philippines Imports from United States.
https://tradingeconomics.com/philippines/imports/united-
states#:~:text=Philippines%20Imports%20from%20United%20States%20was%20US%248.2
8%20Billion%20during,updated%200n%20February%2001%202023
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Philippines Imports from United States was US$8.28 Billion during 2021, according to
the United Nations COMTRADE database on international trade. Philippines Imports from
United States - data, historical chart and statistics - was last updated on February of 2023.

The US is one of the Philippines’ top foreign investors. An American diplomat in Manila
said that the US has invested $4.5 billion in FDI in the Philippines (VOA news, 2017)
According to statistics of the Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA), the top FDI suppliers to
this country in 2017 are as follows: Japan accounted for 30%, Taiwan accounted for 10.3%,
Singapore accounted for 9.6%., the Netherlands accounted for 9.1% and the US accounted for
8.3%. China contributes only 2.2% of FDI to the Philippines (aecnewstoday, 2018). The United States
is the 6th largest source of Foreign Direct Investments (FDI) in the Philippines, registering
$226.45M approved investments in 2019. According to U.S. data, United States’ FDI in
the Philippines (stock) stood at $7.1B in 2017. U.S. direct investments in the Philippines is led
by manufacturing, wholesale trade, and professional, scientific, and technical services.

In the area of economic aid, although Philippine President Duterte often complains that
US aid often comes with conditions. In 2016, the US government stopped a plan to sell 26,000
artillery pieces to the Philippines. The United States also said it would withdraw from the Philippines
$9 million in aid for anti-drug training. The US government has criticized Duterte’s anti-narcotics
campaign, where many drug suspects are killed without trial. However, experts also say that
the pressure on the military and the public could increase pressure for Mr. Duterte to try to
strengthen the relationship of the Philippines with the US (VOA news, 2017).

The year 2010 marked the rise of China when it surpassed Japan to become the second
largest economy in the world, after the US. In the opposite direction, after the global economic
crisis period 2008-2009, President Benigno Aquino III continued to implement the foreign
policy of diversification and multilateralization to promote economic - trade relations. and China
is the new destination in Aquino’s economic policy. Thanks to that, the relationship between
the Philippines and China has achieved many achievements in the field of economy - trade.
The total trade turnover of the two countries will reach 30.5 billion USD in 2020, more than
double the 13.6 billion USD in 2010. After the meeting between President Aquino III and Xi
Jinping since 30/03 September 8 - 2, 2011, the two sides issued a Joint Statement reiterating
the China-Philippines Joint Action Plan on Strategic Cooperation signed on October 29, 2009
(China embassy, 2023). Since then, two-way trade turnover has continuously increased rapidly,
although both the Philippines and China have been affected by the global economic crisis

before.
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Table 1 Philippines-China trade 2001-2017
(Unit: Thousand USD)

Year Export Import Balance of trade Total trade turnover
2001 792,757 953,110 -160,353 1,745,867
2002 1,355,825 1,251,727 104,098 2,607,552
2003 2,144,647 1,797,486 347,161 3,942,133
2004 2,653,036 2,659,375 -6,339 5,312,411
2005 4,076,996 2,972,595 1,104,401 7,049,591
2006 4,627,660 3,647,354 980,306 8,275,014
2007 5,749,864 4,001,235 1,748,629 9,751,099
2008 5,466,881 4,245,553 1,221,328 9,712,434
2009 2,933,923 3,807,418 -873,495 6,741,341
2010 5,724,467 4,627,559 1,096,908 10,352,026
2011 6,237,326 6,085,075 152,251 12,322,401
2012 6,169,285 6,680,352 -511,067 12,849,637
2013 7,025,215 8,072,328 -1,047,113 15,097,543
2014 8,467,435 9,869,762 -1,402,327 18,337,197
2015 6,174,784 11,470,735 -5,295,951 17,645,519
2016 6,372,524 15,564,900 -9,192,376 21,937,424
2017 8,017,132 17,463,603 -9,446,471 25,480,735

Source: Compiled from Philippine Statistical Yearbook (PSY), 2014; Philippine Statistical
Yearbook (PSY), 2017.

However, the two countries' trade relations slowed down and somewhat declined since
January 2013, when the Philippines officially confronted China's expansionist claims in the sea
(Renato, 2015, p. 100). This led to a disturbance in economic relations between the two countries
in the period 2013-2016. Specifically, the export situation tended to decrease, from US$7,025
billion in 2013 to US$6.372 billion in 2016. The deficit level is getting higher and higher, the trade
body is tilted towards China with an increasing trend. (See Table 1). The two countries’ trade
cooperation was further promoted with President Duerte’s “pivot” policy towards China,
in addition, the two countries also discussed the 6-year development program on Economic
Cooperation and Development.

From 2016 to 2018, China has always maintained its position as the leading trading
partner in the Philippines. In general, the Philippines - China bilateral turnover market share in
the total annual trade of the Philippines is quite high and occupies an important position. At
the same time, the import and export value of goods in this country has also increased gradually

over the years, partly thanks to the policies of expanding external relationships and the advantages
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of reasonable prices, rich sources of goods and services. many incentives suitable for the Philippines
in many areas.

Although there are positive signals, the bilateral trade balance between the two sides
still has a large deficit. This deficit was caused by a decline in export sales of 4 of the top 10 items,
namely machinery and transport equipment; coconut oil; electronic products; and other
manufactured goods. In addition, this decline was triggered by the negative growth of the main
import items, namely: transport equipment; other manufactured products; mineral fuels, lubricants
and related materials; telecommunications equipment and electrical machinery; food and other
live animals; and electronic products (Republic of the Philippines, 2021).

Entering the 2018-2019 period, the Philippines has rapidly improved its trade and
economic position with China, although there are still many unresolved issues between the two
countries, especially the disputes at sea. Also from 2018, the Philippines - China relations continued
to have new developments, especially the Philippines’ support and direct participation in
the “Belt and Road” initiative initiated by China (Liang, 2017).

In 2020, the bilateral trade between our two countries reached 61.15 billion USD, with
a year-on-year increase of 0.3%. China’s non-financial direct investment in the Philippines hit
$140 million USD, which was 1.36 times more than the number in 2019. During the first
quarter this year, the bilateral trade reached 16.49 billion USD and China’s non-financial direct
investment in the Philippines 27.36 million USD, increased by 34.7% and 85.2% respectively.
China remains the largest trading partner, the largest source of imports, the third largest export
market and the second largest foreign investors of the Philippines. Tropical fruits from the
Philippines such as bananas and avocados have been served on the dining tables of more and
more Chinese families (MFA, 2022).

In terms of investment, the Philippines is in need of mobilizing large investment capital
to transform its economic structure, from agriculture to relying on modern industry and services
to develop the country. China with two policies “Going out” and “One Belt One Road”
(Chuong, 2016) has facilitated investment in the Philippines with many advantages. Total Chinese
FDI inflows into the Philippines was US$387.34 million in 2010 and increased 2.5 times in 2019
to $830.6 million. Trade, this is considered the overall cooperation framework for the two
countries’ economic relations from 2017-2022 (Xinhua, 2020). China became the Philippines’ top
trading partner in 2016 with a total trade of $21.937 billion, accounting for 15.5% of the Philippines’
total trade in the same year. Exports from China reached $6.373 billion, while payments for

imported goods were worth $15.565 billion, resulting in a $9.192 billion trade deficit (PSA, 2021).
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Total FDI from China to the Philippines (2000 - 2019)
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Figure 3 Total FDI from China to the Philippines (2001-2019)
Source: C. Textor. (2021). Total FDI stock from China to the Philippines. Statista.
https://www.statista.com/statistics/720978/outward-fdi-stock-from-china-to-the philippines/

This growth is led by businesses and companies from sectors such as information and
communication technology, food production, real estate and electricity. The biggest project is
to develop a third telecommunications provider, a joint venture with China Telecom. This
investment is attracting related projects in the telecommunications, infrastructure and services
sectors. Other notable Chinese investors in the Philippines include: C&U Group Ltd., New
Hope Liuhe, Azure Gaming (Hongkong) Ltd., Suzhou Boamax Technologies Group Co., Ltd.
and JTK Technology (Suzhou) Co., Ltd. These are corporations that promise huge resources to
invest in the Philippines in the next period.

Thus, during the period of President R. Duterte’s leadership, economic relations
between the Philippines and China have developed rapidly. With the policy of prioritizing the
economy and promoting trade cooperation, the two sides have achieved many encouraging
achievements. These results have created impetus for both countries to continue to strengthen
economic cooperation, despite the difficulties of territorial disputes. However, looking back at
more than 20 years of trade and investment cooperation between the Philippines and China,
it can be said that the cooperation between the two countries depends on the development of
the security and political situation. China’s commercial investment has not really met the needs
and development plans of the Philippines. Environmental issues have not been paid attention

to, towards sustainable development.
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5. Conclusion

In recent years, with the rise of China, economic relations between China and the Philippines
have developed rapidly fast. Manila can hardly turn away from Beijing when the most populous
country in the world This is still the most important and indispensable partner of the Philippines
in the field commercial economy. The situation of “politically hot, economic cold” with Beijing
forcing Manila to balance its economic and political interests. America is one of the Philippines’
leading trade and investment partners but has not yet can keep up with the trade relationship
between China and the Philippines.

The current state of security and military relations in the Philippines — In the United
States, the characteristics of this relationship have also been revealed and pointed out. Security
relations Philippine - US military in the 2001-2021 period continues to be developed and
deepened broader, but unstable, influenced by individual leaders and directly by Chinese element.
The Chinese factor affects this relationship even in development and when going downbhill.
China is both a common threat, but also a human cooperation between the Philippines and
the United States. That’s why this relationship is happening downward trend due to President
Duterte’s policy towards the US and China. The trend of security and military relations between
the Philippines and the US is decreasing, causing many people to worry about the breakup
between the Philippines and the US. However, through the analysis and assessment, the needs
and interests of the two sides and the need for each other in policy implementation of the two
countries are still close. High level relationship is still maintained. Therefore, President Duterte
may not be leaving the US but just wants to show the US that the Philippines also has value in
US policy.
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Physical Education Instructors’ Perception on the Commission
on Higher Education Memorandum Order 39, S.2021

in a Higher Learning Institution in the Philippines

Abstract

The Commission on Higher Education (CHED) issued Memorandum Order (CMO) No.
39, Series of 2021 in the Philippines to strengthens the management of physical education
teachers and promotes achievement of student learning outcomes by providing rules, standards
and recommendations for physical education (PATHFIT) at the tertiary level. It outlines causes
and objectives of changes in course environment aligned with revised general education
curriculum as outlined in CMO 20, Series of 2013. This research assesses perceptions of
physical education instructors (PEIs) about CMO 39. The goal is to evaluate its advantages and
disadvantages based on respondent feedback. Also investigated was the implementation
process in PE classes to understand potential effect on student learning outcomes. Qualitative
research was done with narrative inquiry and purposive sampling with respondents being 12
PEIs at a higher learning institution. Data was gathered by face-to-face interviews, using the
validated interview guide. Results indicated positive and negative perceptions of PEI in
CMO 39, s.2021, which permits teachers to provide engaging activities for students,
encouraging them to work to master subjects. It also helps universities meet CHED standards
and offers students comprehensive education tailored to individual needs. Seminars and
workshops may help teachers prepare for successful implementation of new curriculum.

Guiding and supporting students is essential for success in physical education.

Keywords:  Physical education, CHED Memorandum Order 39, Physical education instructors,

Outcome-based education (OBE), Student learning outcomes
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1. Introduction

Physical education is an essential component of learning (Maxkamovich & Abdukahorovich,
2019). It improves physical health and fitness and fosters essential social and emotional
abilities. Physical education (PE) must be included in the curricula of all schools (Yli-Piipari,
2014). In addition, it promotes physical exercise and fitness as requirements for general health.
As popularity of physical education programs increase, it is noteworthy that they comprise
social skill development as well as physical fitness (Aquino, 2022). Physical education
facilitates teamwork building, interaction, leadership, and problem-solving skills (Watson &
Clocksin, 2012; Gould & Voelker, 2012), key elements for future success. And it potentially
facilitates development of a sense of community and how to collaborate to attain a shared goal.
As a result, students may feel a deeper sense of belonging and connection. It is prescribed in
the 1987 Constitution of the Republic of the Philippines as promoting physical health and social
and emotional values. Consequently, physical education should remain a required curriculum
component in all Philippine schools.

The Commission on Higher Education (CHED) Memorandum Order No. 39, Series of
2021 outlines the rules, standards, and recommendations for physical education at the tertiary
level through diverse health and fitness physical activities (PATHFIT). It explores causes and
objectives for altering course contents. Legislative requirements serve as a foundation for
CHED memorandum order (CMO) policies, guidelines, and recommendations. They comply
with the revised general education (GE) curriculum outlined in CMO 20, series of 2013, as well
as Article 14 Sec.19 of the Constitution, specifying that the “State shall promote physical
education for the development of healthy and alert citizens.”

PE instructor perceptions of CMO 39, S. 2021 in Philippine higher education institutions
are insufficiently documented. Most physical education research in the Philippines concentrates
on its function in promoting health and physical fitness. There has been a lack of studies on
implementing the CMO in higher educational institutions and PE instructor policy perceptions.
Nonetheless, studies do indicate potential benefits of following CMO guidelines. Santos et al.
(2022) discovered that issuing CMO led to increased physical fitness levels among Filipino
students and increased physical activity in martial arts, enhanced nutrition, cultural appreciation
and better health outcomes; the study determined that the CMO positively affected the PE
curriculum, allowing instructors to deliver intended learning outcomes more effectively.
Evidence points to effective execution of the CMO potentially enhancing teaching methods and

PE teaching quality. Velez (2023) discovered that the CMO led to improved classroom instruction,
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with teachers abler to implement policy and more confident in their abilities to provide quality
PE explicit instruction. Teachers also better understood learning results, implementing policy
more effectively through instruction.

CHED is responsible for enhancing student access to standard, high-quality tertiary
education. A Laguna State Polytechnic University (LSPU) study examined how the CMO 39
would be implemented institutionally in compliance with CHED requirements. Perception of
PE instructors on the CMO 39 were explored with advantages and disadvantages. The teaching
process in implementing the CMO to achieve learning outcomes for students was also
discussed. The goal was to address research gaps and address concerns at LSPU about fulfilling
section 2021 of CMO 39 as the basis for innovation planning that PE departments may use in
the Philippines. To this end, it offers suggestions on how CMO 39 may be implemented in the
Philippines to increase understanding of policy benefits and drawbacks from the perspective of
PE teachers. The result should help formulate innovation strategy for PE units to use for to
policy implementation, guaranteeing that learners in the Philippines have greater access to high

quality education.

2. Study objectives
To explore PE teacher perceptions in higher education institutions (HEIs) about university
implementation of CMO 39 s5.2021 with these objectives:
1) knowing PE instructor perceptions of CMO 39 series of 2021;
2) identifying advantages and disadvantages of implementing CMO 39 series of 2021
in one higher learning institution;
3) and determining teaching strategies to ensure that students achieve learning outcomes

outlined by CMO 39 series of 2021.

50



Physical Education Instructors Perception on the Commission on Higher Education Memorandum
Order 39, S.2021 in a Higher Learning Institution in the Philippines

Conceptual Framework

CMO 39, series
of 2021

The illustration shows relationships of attributes to be explored and discussed. CMO 39

Figure 1 Research Paradigm

series of 2021 is a new curriculum issued by CHED in the Philippines. PE instructor
perceptions of CMO 39 will be determined, with its strengths and weaknesses, as well as
respondent classroom implementation processes to achieves learning outcomes. Therefore, this
research will be anchored in outcome-based education (OBE). In a learner-centered framework,
learning outcomes are the set of learning competences for performing complex roles. OBE
recommends identifying desired outcomes as the best way to gain knowledge. After the desired
outputs or learning outcomes have been selected, strategies, procedures, and techniques
necessary to achieve set goals are applied by instructors. Students are the focal point of the school

environment.

3. Methodology
3.1 Research Design

Qualitative research with narrative inquiry was done.

3.2 Participants

Twelve participants chosen by purposive sampling were PE instructors in an HEI in
Laguna, Philippines, with three PE instructors sampled per campus. Respondents had at least
three years’ job seniority and awareness of the CMO 39 s.2021 as well as willingness to

participate by responding to the questionnaire.
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Table 1 PE Instructor Profile

Respondents Gender at birth Years in service Educational attainment
PEI 1 Male 4 Doctoral degree (ongoing)
PEI 2 Male 5 Master’s degree (ongoing)
PEI 3 Female 4 Master’s degree (ongoing)
PEI 4 Male 5 Doctoral degree (ongoing)
PEI S Male 7 Doctoral degree (ongoing)
PEI 6 Male 3 Master’s degree (ongoing)
PEIL 7 Male 7 Doctoral degree (ongoing)
PEI 8 Female 4 Master’s degree recipient
PEI 9 Female 4 Master’s degree (ongoing)
PEI 10 Male 3 Master’s degree (ongoing)
PEI 11 Male 7 Master’s degree recipient
PEI 12 Male 7 Doctoral degree (ongoing)

*PEI= physical education instructor

Research participants provided data by interview about their educational attainment,
gender at birth, and years of service. Most participants had either master’s or doctoral degrees,

either completed on in progress. Samples had between three and seven years of job seniority.

3.3 Instrument

An interview guide was used to gather data with open-ended questions about perceptions
of CMO 39 s. 2021, its pluses and minuses, and the implementation process ensuring that
learning outcomes were achieved by allowing interviewees to provide more than one-word
answers. The interview guide helped the interviewer remain focused on the topic and ensure
that all relevant information was collected by structuring conversations and maintaining a
consistent approach throughout interviews (Frasso et al., 2018).

Content validation of an interview guide as a research instrument for in-depth
interviews indicated the process of assessing question content quality and appropriateness by
three field experts in PE and qualitative research. This process examined the guide’s content for
accuracy and current information, with appropriate questions for the research objectives
(Alshengeeti, 2014). Content validation also assessed question relevance and simplicity for the
target population and avoided leading or biased questioning (Yusoft, 2019). Content validation

ensured that questions were valid, relevant and produced meaningful results (Elo et al., 2014).
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3.4 Data Collection and Analysis
Face-to-face interviews were used (Horsfall et al., 2021) to build rapport with respondents,

creating an atmosphere of trust and understanding (Mikecz, 2012).

3.5 Ethical Consideration

Voluntary participation of respondents was sought, after the purpose and context of the
study was explained, and withdrawal at any point permitted, with low probability of any harm
or injury resulting from the study. Data collected was used as the basis of PE department
innovation planning, and PE instructor responses were the sole ones recorded and analyzed.

Information was only shared with researchers and no individually identifiable data revealed.

4. Results and Discussion

Table 1 Perception of CMO 39 5.2021 as New Physical Education Course Curriculum

PEI 1: The new curriculum features focus and direction from locomotor and non- Perception in
locomotor movement only in PATHFIT 1, to be improved when PATHFIT 2 exercises are | CMO 39,

added. PATHFIT 3 already offers a field of expertise chosen by students based on teacher | S.2021 as NEW
orientation. A general weighted average was newly added to the curriculum, with no CURRICULUM

specification in the previous curriculum during faculty assignments.
PEI 2: CMO 39 offers free choice of study subjects.

PEI 3: CMO 39 is more advanced than currently used PE methods, allowing you to
choose what you prefer, with knowledge expanding in PE.

PEI 4: The new CMO indicates continuous learning, giving students freedom to choose their field.
PEI 5: There is freedom of expression and academic freedom.

PEI 6: For me, PATHFIT is like research with a scientific method. There is mastery of
sports and health. Aspects to be addressed remain the same, but it is more scientific and I
think students will benefit more from PATHFIT.

PEI 7: CMO 39 seems a more budget-conscious way to change old methods, to facilitate
corrective adjustments that are currently quite difficult.

PEI 8: Fortunately, PATHFIT offers continuity. PATHFIT 1 and 2 are related to physical
fitness, 3 and 4 are about children choosing, so there is continuity.

PEI 9: The new CMO focuses on learning.
PEI 10: Students focus on what they want to do or learn in classes.

PEI 11: It has entered into computation of general weighted average (GWA) and I found it
easier. PEI 12: Before, PE was not included in GWA computation or general weighted
average in computing Latin honors, but now it is. So, we have a higher standard for
qualifying teachers and the outcome-based program enhances student engagement.
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New Curriculum

Curriculum often relates learning information, goals, and structure, with as classic
topics lessons to be learned by students. The goal is to pursue a balance among domains of
knowledge deemed essential, as community preparation and implementation, and personal
growth in contemporary society (Erstad & Voogt, 2018). Therefore, curriculum simultaneously
communicates a historical legacy as well as future hopes and fears. This makes it an essential
instrument for growth and change. Conversely, curriculum is a comprehensive outline of a school
system’s educational strategy and objectives. It describes educational policies, tactics, priorities,
and concepts affecting and directing the system, as well as anticipated learning outcomes.
Curriculum comprises systemic ideals, content, and objectives as well as educational
development and learning occurring within it (Williamson, 2013).

The new CMO 39 differs significantly from previous curriculum based on responses of
HEI PE instructors, offering more focus and direction for students to follow, while allowing
them to choose a field of expertise to study. The curriculum also includes GWA computation,
which was not previously included. PATHFIT was introduced as well to give students a more
scientific and research-based approach to PE, permitting them to master sports, health, and

other aspects. The result is increased freedom of expression and academic liberty.

Table 2 Advantages of CMO 39 Implementation in a Higher Learning Institution

Data Statements Themes

Advantages

PEI 1: Alignment, focus and mastery of student knowledge and freedom in choosing the STUDENT
course or field desired. LEARNING

PEI 2: CMO 39 is advantageous because students can focus on what they want.
PEI 4: Students have freedom to choose based on CMO0.39 stipulations.

PEI 5: It's more interesting to teach, as students are interested in PATHFIT 1 due to less

pressure in terms of their results, so without stress they can enjoy and do as they wish.
PEI 6: You can teach your field of expertise.
PEI 7: CMO 39’s advantage is its focus on selecting players for the game.

PEI 8: They will learn and explore more of another scope of P.E., enjoy it more, and
become more engaged. There is continuity with PATHFITs 3 and 4.

PEI 9: They are motivated to participate because they chose what they really wanted.

PEI 10: Students are freer to choose what they want, based on activities.

PEI 11: The area shrank, with more advantages, PE was now included in computing GWA.
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Data Statements Themes

Advantages

PEI 1: Teachers teach their field of specialization, which I think is advantageous. TEACHER
EXPERTISE

PEI 2: Teachers can focus on what they should teach if they are informed about PATHFITs
1 to 4. PEI 3: The advantage of CMO 39 is for teachers who will teach innovatively as well

as more traditional teaching.

PEI 4: Teachers fulfill their knowledge and skills in specific fields.

PEI 6: You can give students a real education in certain sports appropriate for them.
PEI 7: There is a vertically aligned field of specialization.

PEI 9: Teachers should be aware of teaching and aligning required competences.

PEI 4: The university always complies to CHED requirements. UNIVERSITY
ADVANTAGE

PEI 9: Spiral progression is to first study what you have, weaknesses and strengths, in the CURRICULUM

first two PATHFITs to then identify apt procedures. AND PROGRAM

PEI 12: CMO 39 is advantageous because it primarily enhances curriculum, especially the CE

P.E. program. K-12 students continued through college, enhancing previous learning,
especially on the tertiary level where more coaching occurs. Teachers guide the students to

further appreciation by designing individual programs.

Advantages in CMO 39 implementation according to respondents include:

Student Learning

CMO 39 student learning helps acquire knowledge and skills needed for success in
academic and professional careers. CMO 39 provides students with a learning platform in
an interactive collaborative environment. One advantage of CMO 39 for student learning is its
self-pacing. Students may learn at their own pace in the sequence that best suits them, focusing
on topics they find interesting and challenging. Content is organized to allows student to easily
find topics they must learn more about. Another CMO 39 advantage is providing students with
the opportunity to practice skills in a real-world setting. They apply concepts learned to real-life
problems, gaining hands-on experience. Instructor feedback and support facilitate overcoming
student challenges. Using CMO 39 for student learning also helps build confidence. By completing
activities and tasks, students build knowledge and skills in a safe, supportive environment to
become comfortable when applying knowledge in the outside world. Curriculum theorists must
pay attention to creating curriculum that expands learning opportunities, instead of repeating

them (Young, 2014).
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The statements above discuss advantages of CMO 39, a policy allowing students to
choose a course or field to focus on. Students are given more freedom to choose based on CMO
39 stipulations, facilitating course or field choice of the highest interest, rather than being
restricted to a traditional block size. The policy also allows students to focus on something they
are passionate about, resulting in more engagement and motivation to participate. CMO 39 also
allows students to be included in computing their GWA.

Teacher Expertise

PE is a significant part of student educational experience, providing physical exercise
essential for a healthy lifestyle and teaching important skills such as teamwork and communication
(Alismail & McGuire, 2015). Implementing CMO 39 helps teachers specializing in PE, permitting
them to create engaging and creative class content. CMO 39 is a set of guidelines outlining PE
standards in the Philippines. It details PE objectives and skills and knowledge to be imparted
to students. This provides teachers with concrete direction in what and how to teach, enabling
them to plan more focused and organized lessons and activities. CMO 39 also outlines different
PE teaching roles, clarifying teacher responsibilities and classroom expectations. It also helps
ensure that higher PE quality is provided to students, as instructors are held accountable for
teaching quality and student results. CMO 39 encourages teachers to use innovative teaching
methods and materials to engage students. This is especially important for PE, a subject that is
not universally appealing. By using creative and engaging methods and materials, teachers may
ensure that students remain engaged and motivated to learn.

These findings suggest that teachers should be knowledgeable about PATHFITs 1-4 and
CMO 39 to effectively teach PE. Teachers should also be aware of their field of expertise to
fulfill knowledge and teaching skills. Instructors must be aware of vertical alignment required
to provide students with in-depth education for a certain sport. In this way, teachers should be
well-versed in topics they are teaching, with necessary expertise to educate students comprehensively.

University Advantage

University compliance with CHED requirements essential for the educational system to
remain effective and relevant. Compliance is necessary to ensure that universities adhere to CHED
standards, providing students with quality education. Compliance also ensures that universities
meet student needs, ensuring them necessary skills and knowledge needed to succeed in chosen
fields. Compliance with CHED requirements also helps create a safe, secure learning environment
for students as universities maintain a high level of safety and security for faculty and students

and meet Commission accreditation standards. In addition, it helps universities remain competitive
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in the ever-changing higher education landscape by keeping up with changing needs of students
and employers, as well as latest higher education trends.

Curriculum and Program Enhancement

A more comprehensive education is given to students as they progress from K-12 to
college. With altered curriculum and enhanced P.E. programs, students are better prepared for
the tertiary level. The model also allows for more coaching opportunities for students to be
guided to create their own programs and identify individual strengths and weaknesses. By spiral

progression, students build on what they have learned and apply it to later studies.

Table 3 Challenges of CMO 39 Implementation in a Higher Learning Institution

Data Statements Themes

Challenges

PEI 1: One disadvantage is how to cater to the number of students who want to dance, | PROCESS OF
do sports and martial arts, who should be first to implement it or the one who initiates | CURRICULUM
how to do so. IMPLEMENTATION

PEI 2: Our directors begin, followed by coaches and PE instructors.

PEI 3: How to react if everyone chooses one specific field.

PEI 5: One disadvantage for 2021 or 2022, now to the end of 2022 is that we have not

yet begun. Otherwise, there is no disadvantage in terms of curriculum.

PEI 6: One disadvantage is perhaps at the beginning of implementation, limited to the
transition. University implementation involves informing to teachers and students, so
that later teachers unfamiliar with PATHFIT at the university won’t need to implement
it suddenly. We feel it is an urgent priority, requiring a national announcement, ISO,

board resolution, or academic council to initiate this kind of action.
PEI 10: Maybe if this will really be well implemented, our university will take action.

PEI 11: We are too late.

PEI 2: One disadvantage for me is probably facilities, as T1 said. We had many FACILITIES AND
requests for basketball and badminton, but relatively few for other choices like EQUIPMENT
rhythmic activities. We need action about facilities and equipment in this context,

since a lack of equipment and facilities prevent us from teaching children properly.
PEI 4: The university lacks facilities to cater all specialized fields.

PEI 7: One disadvantage is facilities since the budget is not intended for that. The
approval process takes years because government transactions are difficult, except for

top management priorities.
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Data Statements Themes

Challenges

PEI 1: PE is a section of the College of Arts and Sciences, but this is little known, so it | TEACHER
requires verification see how the CHED CMOs originate. AWARENESS
AND
KNOWLEDGE

PEI 4: Teachers are unaware of university CMO implementation and there are no

training or workshops as yet.

PEI 8: What if teachers are unaccustomed to new duties? Many of us are
experienced teachers, so it's difficult to adjust to new learning that may not be taught
properly. PEI 9: Not all PE teachers are dedicated to sport, dance, and martial art.
We are unsure if our PE teachers are ready to teach martial arts, which usually

requires training, if teachers have the training and skills to offer it.

PEI 10: Other activities they can do are not done because CMO 39 focuses on needs. LIMITED

PEI 11: Disadvantages include that knowledge adoptable or learned by a learner is limited. | LEARNING

PEI 3: It would be better if we first had seminar training for the new curriculum. SEMINAR AND
WORKSHOP NEEDS

Curriculum Implementation Process

PEI statements suggest that there is a need to provide more options for students who
want to participate in different activities such as dance, sports, and martial arts. To do this,
academic council heads must pioneer initiative implementation. This initiative would involve
PEs, coaches, and PE instructors. The disadvantage would be that the university may be unable
to provide enough information or keep up with new curriculum efficiently. The university must
also realize the urgency of planning to inform students and teachers by taking the initiative to
provide options for students in different activities. Doing so, the university may ensure that
students have access to activities they want and keep up with new curriculum.

Facilities and Equipment

A limited number of facilities makes it difficult to provide a comprehensive range of
activities for students to learn and participate in. This can be especially true in universities,
where budgets are often not dedicated to updating and replacing equipment, and approval
processes for purchasing new equipment may be slow. This may prevent a university from
having the best possible facilities to cater to all fields of specialization, which can negatively
impact quality of education. This in turn makes it difficult to teach children properly, as they

may lack resources to properly practice and develop skills.
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Teacher Awareness and Knowledge

Implementing CMOs in universities requires training and workshops for teachers to
ensure awareness of the new system and how to use it. However, this presents a challenge to
experienced teachers who may be uneasy with the new system and require additional training.
Also, teachers may be uninformed about martial arts, which requires specific training and
expertise, making it difficult for them to teach such subjects. The challenge is to ensure that
teachers have appropriate training and resources to teach new subjects and provide appropriate
educational experiences for students. This may be done by providing additional training for
experienced teachers or recruiting new teachers with necessary skills and expertise. Ultimately,
it is essential for universities to ensure that teachers are adequately prepared to teach new
subjects to provide high-quality education to students.

Limited Learning

PEI 10 and 11 statements indicate potential limitations to traditional learning methods.
If a learner is only given the chance to learn through traditional methods, such as attending
lectures and completing written assignments, they have no opportunity to explore other
potential learning activities to develop skills. This could result in a lack of knowledge, as the
learner is unedified about different methods of learning. The traditional approach to learning
may help in some cases, such as when the learner needs to obtain a certain level of knowledge
quickly or in a structured way. However, it can also be disadvantageous insofar as the learner
may not fully explore material, or develop profound understanding. And the learner may not
apply knowledge learned meaningfully, as they may not have the opportunity to do related
activities or tasks that would integrate the knowledge into their daily lives.

Seminar and Workshop Needs

A good understanding of the new curriculum is vital before beginning to use it. Seminar
training sessions may be a valuable way to ensure that everyone involved is on the same page
and aware of new curriculum expectations and guidelines. During a seminar, instructors may
explain the new curriculum in detail and answer questions that may arise. They may also offer
advice on how to use the curriculum and provide resources for further learning. This will ensure
that everyone involved is prepared to effectively use the curriculum promptly. The seminar may
also be an opportunity for instructors to receive student feedback on curriculum, which can

help ensure that it meets the needs of everyone involved.
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Table 4 Teaching Strategies in Implementing CMO 39 to Achieve Student Learning Outcomes

PEI 5: Developing more activity-based identity for students. STUDENT
PARTICIPATION
IN ACTIVITIES

PEI 6: Sufficient examinations and applications to achieve PE competencies in exercise.

PEI 9: Conducting assessments about student health, providing activities to address

deficiencies and target needs.

PEI 1: I will share everything that I can give and teach all learning competencies I learned | SHARING OF
from training seminars and formal education to give students full PE class knowledge and | KNOWLEDGE

experience. Our purpose is to teach them to develop their holistic well-being.

PEI 7: Instructional materials contain guidelines for use. PE teachers may revise them

based on experiences and share knowledge with students.

PEI 2: To discuss PE, because discussing PATHFIT 1 to 4 will motivate some students. MOTIVATING
PEI 3: I will discuss it with them because it differs from PE they are familiar with, so I STUDENTS
will think of ideas to heighten their interest in PE.

PEI 1: I will implement CMO in my class by orienting them from PATHFITs 1 to 4. ORIENTATION
There will be an orientation for them about what will follow through PATHFIT 4.

PEI 6: Students must be well guided in orientations.

PEI 10: Step-by-step explanations of CMO 39 will not totally affect upcoming ones,
especially if they may be studied.

PEI 1: We can observe if we have achieved learning competency goals by emphasizing STUDENTS'
performance through outcome-based education, the focus of CHED. We will see if the PERFORMANCE
student is able to perform independently.

PEI 3: We will see in student performance.

PEI 4: This will be determined if students themselves are satisfied with their learning
based on actual performance. Teachers must always be aware of competencies that must

anchor outcome-based education where student performance proves if goals were achieved.
PEI 7: In performing, students become individuals.

PEI 8: We play most in PE with developing student physical fitness from different activities.

PEI 10: We can observe progress in student performance.

60



Physical Education Instructors Perception on the Commission on Higher Education Memorandum
Order 39, S.2021 in a Higher Learning Institution in the Philippines

PEI 2: I can tell that students have already achieved goals when they are happy. STUDENT
BEHAVIOR AND

PEI 11: The old grading system. For instance, as of now, they removed attendance ATTITUDE

percentage. For PE, there are participation and cooperation with a percentage as that

grade. How can cooperation have a percentage if we all do individual activities? No

groupings occur. All that will be addressed properly when in-person classes resume.

PEI 5: Using the PATHFIT program examination system, they enjoyed it and have STUDENT

mastered it, as they must for the finals. KNOWLEDGE

PEI 6: When they have achieved objectives, assessment takes time because it was ACHIEVING

implemented two years ago. COURSE

PEI 9: Their abilities aligned with PATHFIT 3 choices. OBJECTIVES

Student Participation in Activities

The student implementation and learning outcome process for participating in activities
is complex. First, students must develop a sense of identity, which can be done through
activities tailored to individual needs. This is followed by sufficient examinations and practice
to help students gain necessary competencies. For PE, it is advised to provide physical exercises
tailored to students and their individual needs. After assessing each student's position, activities
should be designed to target areas needing more work. This process should be monitored and
assessed regularly, noting changes, strengths and weaknesses of students. This should be done
until students have achieved desired fitness levels.

Sharing of Knowledge

Sharing knowledge is an essential part of education. It is important for students to learn
from their teachers’ past experience. Instructors must provide necessary skills and knowledge
to help students develop their holistic well-being. To do so, we must use materials applicable
and available to students, such as instructional materials and YouTube videos. We also must be
flexible and revise approaches, when necessary, to provide the best learning environment with
instruments needed to become better learners. This may include activities and exercises exploring
their interests, learning problem-solving skills, and building confidence in their abilities.

Student Motivation

The process involves providing students with an understanding of PE curriculum goals

and objectives, and helping them to see benefits of completing activities. They should also be
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engaged in enjoyable, challenging active learning experiences (Bean & Melzer, 2021). To motivate
students, teachers should explain psychological and emotional benefits of physical activity and
show how it can improve overall health. Teachers can also show students the importance of
setting goals and provide them with instruments and strategies to achieve them. In addition,
teachers may offer students positive reinforcement to successfully complete activities,
encouraging them to participate in physical activities outside the classroom. Finally, PE
instructors should give students an opportunity to explore their own interests, with freedom to
choose activities that they find pleasantly engaging. Students accorded control over PE
experiences are likelier to be motivated to continue to participate and learn.

Orientation for Students

Implementing a CMO in the classroom may benefit students in terms of learning
outcomes. Orientation is an important component of this process, providing learners with
necessary information and understanding of the CMO that they are expected to follow and
understand. This may facilitate informed decision-making about fields to pursue in future. It is
also necessary to explain the CMO in step-by-step detail to ensure that students are properly
informed and do not feel overwhelmed by its novelty. This will allow them to focus on the
current CMO and eftfectively learn the material. Given clear orientation, learners can better
identify which field they would like to pursue as well as understand the CMO in its entirety.

Student Performance

The goal of this process is to determine whether learning competencies have been
attained. Teachers must be aware of competencies that must be developed, and should use
a performance-based approach to evaluate student progress (Darling-Hammond, 2013). This
may be seen in grading reports as well as behavior and physical fitness. PE activities may be
used to assess student physical development, as an indication of whether goals have been achieved.
Ultimately, student satisfaction with their learning process is the best indicator of success.

Student Behavior and Attitude

The process of implementing student learning outcomes significantly impacts behavior
and attitude. One way to measure the effectiveness of the process is to observe student reactions.
If students have a positive attitude and are engaged in the learning process, the process and
outcomes are probably successful (Alemi et al., 2015). To ensure successful implementation
and learning outcomes, teachers should consider individual student needs and design processes
and outcomes to meet them. For example, if a student learns best in groups, then the teacher

should structure the learning process and outcomes to accommodate group work. Grading
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systems may also impact student attitudes and behavior. If a classroom is using an old grading
system emphasizing attendance or physical activity, students may be discouraged from participating.
The teacher should reevaluate the grading system to ensure that it is fair and equitable for all.

Student Knowledge

The student implementation and learning outcome process is a significant part of
learning. A well-structured system in place providing students with the necessary information
and resources for success is essential. In this case, the PATHFIT program examination was an
important step to provide students mastery over their course material. The examination improved
student understanding of the material and self-assessment of course progress. The examination
was also an opportunity for students to receive feedback on their progress and make adjustments
if needed. Examinations also served as motivation for students to strive for mastery; those
achieving passing grades had a sense of accomplishment and pride and were encouraged to
continue striving for mastery.

Achieving Course Objectives

The student implementation and learning outcome process for achieving course
objectives requires a comprehensive theoretical and practical action plan. First, course
objectives must be clearly defined and communicated to students to provide a basis for
developing curriculum and materials needed to accomplish objectives. Teachers must design
instruction and assessment methods to ensure that students may meet objectives. It is vital to
consider student abilities when designing course objectives and curriculum. Each student
should be assessed to determine abilities and the course should be designed to meet their
specific needs. This assessment should be done before course implementation and should
include PATHFITs 1 and 2. If a student fails to meet PATHFIT 1 and 2 requirements, they
should be given an alternative curriculum meeting their specific needs. After course objectives
have been set and curriculum designed, implementation should be closely monitored to ensure
that course objectives are achieved and students able to learn the material. Comprehensive
assessment should be conducted at the end of each semester. If objectives have not been met,

appropriate changes should be made to the curriculum and instruction methods to improve results.

5. Conclusion
The CMO 39 s. 2021 curriculum represents a major upgrade from the previous one,
providing students more opportunities and freedom to explore PE interests. Teachers find it

more engaging through outcome-based student activities, rather than assigning them tasks.
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Likewise, introducing PATHFIT gives students a more research-based approach to PE,
permitting more mastery of the subject.

Among advantages for students are freedom to choose courses, increased student
engagement and motivation, and students’ participation in computing general averages. CMO
39 effectively helps students succeed in academic pursuits. Its implementation provides PE
teachers with guidelines as well as necessary instruments and materials to ensure that lessons
are effective and engaging. Doing so, they may ensure that high quality PE is provided to
students, who are motivated to learn. Compliance with CHED requirements is essential for
universities to remain effective and relevant in providing quality education by maintaining
safety and security, meeting accreditation standards, and remaining competitive in the higher
education landscape. It also provides students with a comprehensive education that is comprehensive
and tailored to individual needs. By contrast, disadvantages observed by respondents include
the university curriculum implementation process, facility and equipment availability, teacher
awareness of CMO 39, limited student learning coverage, and seminar and workshop
requirements. Having seminar training before new curriculum implementation may ensure
shared understanding and proper preparation for using the curriculum effectively and efficiently.

It is also essential to provide guidance and support to students for achieving learning
outcomes and the CMO.39 s. 2021 implementation process to succeed in the PE journey.
Sharing knowledge includes providing activities tailored to the individual student needs to
motivate them to participate in all activities by monitoring and assessing student progress to
ensure that they are on the right track. Teachers must create a positive learning environment,
taking time to design the process and outcomes to individual student needs. With proper process
and outcomes, students will likelier have positive attitudes and behavior, boosting their PE class
performance and knowledge. The PATHFIT program successfully provided students an
opportunity to master course material. Feedback and motivation from examinations also helped
students strive for mastery. Likewise, the student implementation and learning outcome process
to achieve course objectives requires planning, assessment, and monitoring to ensure that
objectives are met. Student abilities should be taken into account when designing objectives
and curriculum.

CHED Memorandum Order 39 s. 2021 had a primarily positive impact on how students
learn. The new curriculum offers more freedom for student avocations, allowing them to master
subjects by encouraging and directing them to be successful in PE. Compliance with CHED

requirements guarantee university efficiency and pertinence in providing high-quality
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instruction, with learners gaining advantages from extensive educational experience along with
national and global requirements. The future will ultimately depend on the efficacy of the
CMO 39 s. 2021 program. If it provides learners with excellent instruction and satisfies CHED
standards, then the policy will probably be maintained. If not, amendments or replacements

may become necessary.

6. Recommendation

To promote CMO 39 5.2021 by providing clear directions and learning mastery for
students and teachers, university strengths and weaknesses should be addressed, as well as
teacher and student needs and demands. Future study may comparatively investigate
perspectives of higher officials, curriculum developers, and implementers to capture how each
academic level fulfills student needs for gaining learning capabilities. Quantitative research in

this context would be useful.
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Sino-Western Interaction and A Preliminary Deconstruction of

the Tianxia Concept from 1600 to 1840

Abstract

Sino-Western interaction began around 1600, mainly in terms of Western learning
spreading to the East. Western missionaries led by Matteo Ricci imported Western artifacts into
China. At the time, China offered creative feedback under the influence of Western learning.
Tianxia is a historical Chinese cultural concept that denoted either the entire geographical
world or the metaphysical realm of mortals, and later became associated with political
sovereignty. A preliminary deconstruction of the Tianxia concept is evident in the feedback
process. This paper uses David Easton's input-output analysis to explain preliminary
deconstruction of Tianxia conceptualizing in four sections: 1) Tianxia internal logic as political
system; 2) preliminary deconstruction of the Tianxia concept at the height of Sino-Western
interaction; 3) preliminary deconstruction of Tianxia during a Iull in Sino-Western exchange;
and 4) The Tianxia concept in other East Asian cultural and political entities. Results were that
preliminary deconstruction of Tianxia did not amount to complete disintegration, but included
supplementing the original concept and changing its qualities by evolving into a new concept

through quantitative change.

Keywords: Tianxia, Sino-Western interaction, Preliminary deconstruction, Input-output analysis
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1. Introduction

The term Tianxia appeared during the Western Zhou Dynasty of China (1045 BC-771 BC),
and even earlier. It describes a historical Chinese cultural concept denoting either the entire
geographical world or the metaphysical realm of mortals, and later became associated with
politics. Its multiple meanings include: 1) under heaven, its original usage, as in the phrase
“The Tianxia below is ruled by the heavens”; 2) vassal states subject to the King of Zhou, as
well as the political realm formed by adding the Kingdom of Zhou to its vassal states.

Since the concept of Tianxia emerged, its connotations have constantly evolved.
Related Tianxia thinking gradually became a mainstream political philosophy in ancient China,
long influential over ancient Chinese foreign policy and international choice of transaction
processing method. It is related to the Mandate of Heaven and the Chinese worldview.

In the modern era, Tianxia thought was deconstructed and reconstructed. In describing
these two phases, international researchers have differed. Mainland Chinese scholars offered
definitions and explanations for the concept of Tianxiaism:

Geographically, Tianxia refers to the entire earth under the heavens as the whole
world... In terms of social psychology, Tianxia refers to the common deliberations of
all the world’s people—this is the “shared aspirations of the people” (minxin Eil»):
within the concept of Tianxia persons are more important than land... In the political
sense, Tianxia refers to a world-political order: A world order defines the political
whole of the world and its conception of sovereignty. (Zhao, 2021, pp. 49-51).
Decentralization, de-hierarchy, creating a new universal world. (Xu, 2015, p. 7).

A Tianxiaism that recognizes and respects the equality of different civilizations and
promotes their peaceful exchanges. (Hong, 2010, p. 47).

In addition, there is also “New Cosmopolitanism” advocated by Liu Qing. (Liu, 2015)

These definitions of Tianxia and Tianxiaism and related concepts in terms of political
philosophy, intellectual history, economics, and international relations share a tendency to reflect
on the extant international order and status quo of international relations research, while considering
and utilizing ancient Chinese political thought to construct international relations theory and political
theory with Chinese characteristics. Yet these definitions and explanations remain incomplete.

First, concepts and derivative claims of Tianxia or Tianxiaism focus on discussion of
the presupposed situation after reconstruction, with a relative lack of generalization on the

ontological level.
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Secondly, most definitions of deconstruction of traditional Tianxia thought remain
based on a stimulus and response pattern proposed by John King Fairbank or the First Opium
War (1840-1842) as the start of deconstruction of Tianxia thought. Fairbank noted:

Yet one basic fact remains: the West was the homeland and inventor of the technological
and other kinds of progress that convulsed the globe in the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries. The West could therefore modernize from within its own civilization, one
nation learning from them all-without shame or self-doubt. China, however, given her
own distinctive tradition, had to modernize from without. (Fairbank, 2009, p. 145)

Although Fairbank later modified this stance, he believed that the leading reason for
Chinese development was its own economic and political growth, with only secondary and limited
impact from the West. But Fairbank’s approach was long influential in Chinese academic circles.

Thirdly, the evolution or transformation of thought cannot be completely seen as the effect
produced after development. Fairbank posited that evolution or transformation of an idea has
some signs or phenomena before it receives a stimulus, and a specific stimulating event plays
a catalytic role in the process of evolution or transformation. Therefore, the First Opium War
was a direct factor in deconstruction of Tianxia thought, but not the sole factor.

To define concepts discussed in this article, semantically there are two Tianxia: the scope
of the emperor’s actual rule and of his theoretical control. This article attempts to integrate
these two semantic Tianxia, by arguing that Tianxia retains dynamic boundaries, in terms of
the explicit, actual control limit and implicit border of the cultural influence area.

To define a timeline, this article analyzes the era from around 1600 to 1840 before the
outbreak of the First Opium War, instead of taking 1840 as the beginning of deconstruction of
Chinese traditional Tianxia thought.

The goal is to study preliminary deconstruction of Tianxia thought more cautiously in
terms of previous research results, and try to analyze historical facts from different methodologies
and perspectives.

Political system theory and a history of political thought methodology and perspectives

will be combined to better explain preliminary deconstruction of Tianxia thought in modern times.

2. The internal logic of Tianxia thought as a political system
David Easton proposed political systems theory in his 1965 book A Systems Analysis of
Political Life. He theoretically divided the policy decision-making process into five main

structures: input, transformation, output, feedback, and environment. The political system
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comprised three parts: political community, management mechanism, and authority.

If we regard the Tianxia thought as a political system, the political system contains these
details.

1. Environment

Around 1600, the Jesuit missionaries Michele Ruggieri, Matteo Ricci, and Alfonso
Vagnoni settled in China, and introduced Western science, technology, and ideas. The trend of
Western learning spread to China gradually started and Sino-Western interaction from 1600 to
1840 constituted the environment as the operative premise for this political system.

2. Inputs

Based on content described in the environment, as input of the political system, science,
technology, and ideas brought by Western missionaries to China constituted the main input content.

3. The political system

This political system included two parts: civilizational and organizational entities. This
point refers to the psychoculturology methodology of Shang Hui-peng. He introduced the
relationship between civilizational and organizational entities in detail in an article “Man,
Civilizational Entity, and International Relations”:

From the perspective of composition, the organizational entity is a functional body (it
is what mainstream international relations theory calls structure) composed of social
groups, state forms, political systems, etc., while the civilizational entity is the carrier
of cultural information, which is composed of human constant, values, behaviors,
shared knowledge, and other information communities. (Shang, 2013, p. 13)

In the Tianxia political system, the civilizational entity includes the concept of
Heavenly Empire, a differential order pattern, and the relationship of reciprocity between
people, and political entities. The organizational entity includes a centralized political system,
an imperial examination system for selecting talents, and tributary relations.

4. Outputs

There are two kinds of output of Tianxia thought (political system); the first is output
of importing Western learning to the East, as the feedback focusing on Chinese local ideology
and culture; the article does not address Chinese learning spread to the West, focusing instead

on export of Chinese indigenous science, technology, and ideas.
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Based on the structure in the figure, this model will be used to analyze and discuss

preliminary deconstruction of Tianxia thought from around 1600 to 1840.

3. Preliminary deconstruction of Tianxia thought at the height of Sino-Western interaction

3.1 The period’s historical background of China

Around 1600, the Ming Dynasty (1368-1644) was declining. From the perspective of
the history of philosophy, the Cheng-Zhu school became the main source of knowledge for
imperial examinations and the guiding ideology of rural governance.

In terms of politics and thought, the debate between Yi and Xia was a principal idea of
the Ming government in handling foreign affairs as well as the legal basis for founding the
Ming Dynasty. In the early years of the Ming Dynasty, Zhu Yuan-zhang punished scholars loyal
to the Yuan Dynasty, who were unwilling to serve in the Great Ming. During Ming treasure
voyages (1405-1433), Zheng He once awarded the King of Japan gold seal to the Japanese
shogun Ashikaga Yoshimitsu and ordered him to exterminate pirates. In 1407, the Translators'
College (Siyi guan) was established to translate foreign languages. Languages involved in this
organization included Mongolian, Jurchen, Tibetan, Sanskrit, Persian, Chagatai, Dai, and
Burmese, and foreign language types have continuously increased since then.

However, due to frequent sea bans in the Ming Dynasty, civilians were not allowed to
go to the sea for private business. Pirates were always rampant, referred to by officials and
people as wokou (literally, Japanese pirates). Early on, these were mostly Japanese, and in the
middle and late stages, the maritime group, mainly composed of Han people mixed with North
Korean, Indochinese, and Southeast Asian sailors, cooperated with a few Japanese to raid

Chinese coastal areas. It also paved the way for the Jiajing wokou raids from the 1540s to 1567.
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In 1567, Longqing Emperor, the ruler at that time, opened a port in Fujian province
which legalized private overseas trade, and overseas trade on the southeast coast rose again
quickly. However, many restrictions remained on this initiative; only Quanzhou and Zhangzhou
merchants were allowed to conduct foreign trade. Simultaneously trade with the Japanese was
explicitly banned due to their perceived role in the Jiajing wokou raids. It also provided
an opportunity for numbers of Western missionaries to arrive in China.

Deconstruction of traditional Tianxia thought was not entirely due to the First Opium
War that broke out in 1840, but the first phase of Western learning spreading to China. From
around 1600 to 1840 before the First Opium War, there was the germ of deconstructing
traditional Tianxia thought. A symbolic event was the arrival of Western missionaries represented

by Matteo Ricci, one of the typical examples of input.

3.2 Western input: The Western missionary Matteo Ricci in China

On 7 August 1582, Matteo Ricci arrived in Macau and began missionary work. After
his arrival, he realized that the first priority was to legalize Christianity in China. Subsequent
contacts with Qu Tai-su prompted him in 1594 to grow a beard and wear Hanfu. He wrote:

All of us were dressed in the Chinese style, but with square hats representing crosses.
This year (1594) I no longer wear such hats. (Ricci, 2018, pp. 139-140)

After settling in Nanchang for several years, Matteo Ricci gradually established
an approach to preaching Christianity in China: using Confucianism as a platform for Christianity
to communicate with Chinese culture, combining Confucianism with Christianity, and no
longer summoning believers for public prayers. Ricci’s rules may be further summarized:
learning the lifestyles of Chinese scholar-bureaucrats; using Confucian terms to explain
Christian ethics; blurring or ignoring content difficult to accept into traditional Chinese moral
concepts such as translating Deus as Shangdi). He noted:

It is to our advantage that the Chinese fail to recognize that we are of the same religion
as those Spaniards, because the Chinese there pronounce the name of God, Dio, as
Dios in Spanish. And we pronounce it Deus in Portuguese. (Ricci, 2018, p. 223)

In addition, Christians were allowed to retain ancestor worship customs and Confucius,
interpreting them as non-religious labels of being filial and sincere and respecting Confucius
as a model for others, respectively. By combining missionary methods with Chinese national
conditions, Matteo Ricci also introduced Western science and technology, philosophy, political

thought, and art to China.
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3.3 Chinese output: preliminary deconstruction of Tianxia thought and internal
development of germination of nationalism

At this time, Chinese output manifested itself in preliminary deconstruction of Tianxia
thought and internal development of budding nationalistic thought. Manifestations of preliminary
deconstruction of Tianxia thought may be divided into two types: relatively explicit reflections
in geography and cartography methods; and more implicitly in claims by some intellectuals
especially the political class.

Before Matteo Ricci, Chinese cartography overall reflected characteristics of guarding
against barbarians or foreigners (Yi Xia Zhi Fang), round sky and square earth (Tian Yuan Di
Fang), and self-occupied in the center of the world. After Matteo Ricci’s visit, Western
missionaries to China gradually extended the new drawing method to the Chinese scholar-
bureaucrat class, gradually guiding the latter to shift from the idea of Tianxia to consciousness
of “global nations”. (Ge, 2017)

Some intellectuals of the time promoted political ideas with an embryonic form of
nationalism. Simultaneously, Alfonso Vagnoni, an Italian missionary, introduced part of Western
political philosophy to China, affecting the formation of their respective political thoughts.
Hsiao Kung-chuan observed:

The Catholic priest Matteo Ricci traveled to Macau from Europe and arrived in
Nanjing in thirteen years. After three years, he arrived in Peking. Western religious
studies began to be imported into China in large quantities and were accepted by some
literati. Thus, for the first time, Eastern and Western cultures were introduced into
China. Large-scale contact, and China’s political thought, with the stimulus from
the outside world, may also undergo a complete transformation. (Hsiao, 2010, p. 387)

Among them, political thinking of five late Ming and early Qing dynasty masters
(Huang Zong-xi, Gu Yan-wu, Fang Yi-zhi, Wang Fu-zhi, Zhu Zhi-yu) was most typical,
revising traditional Tianxia thought:

First, criticizing and revising the traditional concept of guarding against barbarians and
foreigners. Wang Fu-zhi distinguished Chinese (Huaxia) from barbarians and foreigners (Yi Di)
based on philosophical concepts, geographical environment, and ethnic group and tribe
dwelling places. He then proposed “category theory” (dividing Yi and Xia according to
geographical environment and habitat, and adopting the value neutrality principle) and
“temperament theory”. (Chu, 1994) Compared to the race/value division method, the division

standard adopted by Wang Fu-zhi was relatively objective. Wang Fu-zhi newly interpreted the
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concept of Yidi, critically inherited the Confucian view of nationality with culture as standard,
(Hsiao, 2010, p. 55) and expanded the scope of Huaxia from a single area inhabited by Han
people to the entire Jiuzhou. Ethnic minorities inhabiting Jiuzhou were no longer barbarians as
before, with civilization and barbarism further distinguished, and diverse views on traditional
legitimacy proposed. (Chu, 1994)

At the same time, Gu Yan-wu analyzed the relationship between Tianxia and State;
Tianxia is the highest level culturally as a source of State political legitimacy, while State
signifies political dynasty. If Tianxia disappears, the State loses legitimacy to exist. Compared
with Wang Fu-zhi’s view of the nation, Gu Yan-wu’s subjugation of the State and of the Tianxia
are about cultural, rather than national, supremacy. (Dan, 2006)

Secondly, revisions made to traditional differential sequence patterns included
the traditional relationship between monarch and ministers, focused on serving a paternalistic
emperor, criticized by Wang Fu-zhi and Huang Zong-xi. Wang Fu-zhi tried to discard
the traditional Confucian concept of likening monarch-minister and father-son relationships,
and personal dependence on the autocratic political system to reestablish a new notion of
personal and political monarch-ministerial equality. (Xu, 2012) Huang Zong-xi proposed this
in Waiting for the Dawn: A Plan for the Prince (Ming Yi Dai Fang Lu), but did not advocate
complete elimination of class differences.

Thirdly, amending the organizational entity, Huang Zong-xi once proposed that
the school discusses politics, with emperor and officials disciples of a school where principal
and local academic officials are elected. Public right and wrong were see as deriving from
the school, from which all governing instruments must originate. (Xu, 2012) However, the idea
of a school discussing politics did not signify that Huang Zong-xi sought to overthrow
the feudal autocratic monarchy, but merely limit royal power. His school remained an advisory
body for government-administrative decision-making, rather than a representative body with
legislative power. In this sense, such schemes were aimed at encouraging a wise monarch to
implement enlightened autocracy. This was the apogee of traditional Chinese people-oriented
thought, rather than a precursor of modern Chinese democratic politics.

Finally, in terms of international relations, the scope of Tianxia expanded from China
(Ming and Qing dynasties) to the East Asian cultural circle. Zhu Zhi-yu moved to Mito in his
later years, believing that orthodox Huaxia or Tianxia was found in Japan, not the Qing Dynasty.

However, intellectual appendices and amendments to Tianxia thought and the political

thought of modern nationalism advanced by these intellectuals were still based on traditional

71



Thai Journal of East Asian Studies Vol. 27 No. 1 January - June 2023

Huaxia-Yidi order/Tianxia thought. Despite Wang Fu-zhi’s attempt to expand the single Han
political entity to multi-ethnicity with Jiuzhou, his definition of Huaxia identified the Han
Chinese community as the main populace. In addition, the Treaty of Nerchinsk of 1689 between
the Tsardom of Russia and the Qing dynasty used China as the title of a sovereign State for the
first time in foreign affairs. But at that time, the Qing Dynasty ruling class did not fully
transcend Tianxia consciousness.

To sum up, Tianxia thought at this stage was preliminarily and partly deconstructed and
newly interpreted, but had not yet attained complete disintegration as it would after 1840. Late
Ming and early Qing dynasty intellectuals updated Tianxia connotations and helped germinate
modern nationalist consciousness by pathfinding for pre-modern China from Tianxia to modern
nation-state. Hsiao Kung-chuan asserted:

The most intense and progressive political theory in the Ming Dynasty still could not
go beyond the scope of “autocratic Tianxia” to reach the realm of the “modern state”.

(Hsiao, 2010, p. 386)

4. Preliminary deconstruction of Tianxia thought in the trough phase of Sino-western
interaction
4.1 Historical background
In the 1600s, the Ming Dynasty collapsed in the face of famine and invasion from the
northern Manchu tribes, who conquered China and established the Qing Dynasty (1636—-1912).
After the 18th century, a large-scale literary inquisition paled beside political persecution of
Donglin Party members by Wei Zhong-xian at the end of the Ming Dynasty. In ideological
circles during the reign of the Kangxi and Qianlong Emperors (1662-1722 and his 1736 to
1796), intellectuals opted for philological research after implementation of a literary inquisition,
not entirely because of political taboos. Other factors were the gradual disintegration of Neo-
Confucianism in the Song and Ming Dynasties and intellectual ferment at the demise of the
Ming Dynasty. Benjamin A. Elman stated:
What we see in the eighteenth-century inquisitions is the dark side of an education
policy in which tuition support, academic prizes, and scholarly recognition reinforced
the status-conferring function of education and rewarded scholarship. By providing
the institutional preconditions for the growth of philology into an exact discipline,
Manchu policies in fact made k'ao-cheng research possible on a large scale. (Elman,

1984, p. 17)
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In this environment, Dai Zhen used Mencius as the ideological basis for critical theory
to construct a philosophical system, criticize Neo-Confucian orthodoxy during the Song and
Ming Dynasties and contend with Zhu Zi’s theory. Dai Zhen criticized Song and Ming Dynasty
Neo-Confucianism, but his research methods and discourse paradigm still bore traces of this
precedent. However, his ideological circle was still restricted. Qianjia Puxue was limited to
exegesis, phonology, history, and other disciplines, gradually declining after the Taiping Heavenly
Kingdom Movement.

During the 17th and 18th centuries, Western thinkers were relatively favorable towards
China, although this changed during the 19th century. Some scholars complained of ideological
stagnation. Western authors such as Montesquieu, Voltaire, and Vico offered exotic, not always
accurate views of Chinese history. These viewpoints were inseparable from cosmopolitanism
and the linear view of progress adopted during the Enlightenment in Western intellectual circles.
(Sheng, 2015)

The Scottish Enlightenment also played a role, with David Hume defining civilization
as achieved through interaction of economic, cultural, social, and political elements:

Economically, it has transformed from primitive agriculture to developed industry and

commerce. Culturally, a shift from military preferences and “pristine hospitality” to a

preference for luxury, genteel society, and the liberal arts. In society, a binary/polarized

society has transformed into a stepped society. In this stepped society, there is a middle
class composed of gentlemen, businessmen, and professionals. Politically, the political

order has transformed from autocratic politics and monarch/big lord-led security to a

political order with democratic politics and government-led security. (Zhou, 2004, pp.

144-145)

Influenced by the utilitarian philosophy of his father James Mill and Jeremy Bentham,
John Mill advanced a “civilization-barbarism” dichotomy to form his own view of China.
In this optic, China had stagnated due to dictatorship of thought and social customs.

In terms of Sino-Western exchanges, the Qing government briefly implemented
a maritime ban policy to eliminate anti-Qing and Ming elements, the Revolt of the Three
Feudatories (1673-1681) in the south, and the Ming Zheng regime (1661-1683) in the southeast.
Immediately following the rebellion and surrender of the Ming and Zheng regimes to the Qing
Dynasty, Qing Dynasty finances were somewhat strained, so the sea ban was abolished.
Western learning spread to the East until the mid-to-late 17th century, finally ebbing after the
Chinese Rites controversy peaked during the reign of the Kangxi Emperor. In 1721, the Kangxi
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Emperor banned missionary work. In 1724, the Yongzheng Emperor banned Catholicism.
Different problems arising from the Chinese Rites controversy remained unresolved, with
controversies only temporarily suspended.

During this trough in Sino-Western interaction, the West saw China as in a state of
stagnation and isolation. Historians and international relations experts perceived Qing Dynasty
foreign policy from Emperor Qianlong’s 1793 letter to King George III:

Swaying the wide world, I have but one aim in view, namely, to maintain a perfect
governance and to fulfil the duties of the State: strange and costly objects do not
interest me. If I have commanded that the tribute offerings sent by you, O King, are to
be accepted, this was solely in consideration for the spirit which prompted you to
dispatch them from afar. Our dynasty’s majestic virtue has penetrated unto every
country under Heaven, and Kings of all nations have offered their costly tribute by
land and sea. As your Ambassador can see for himself, we possess all things. I set no
value on objects strange or ingenious, and have no use for your country’s
manufactures. (Backhouse & Bland, 1914, pp. 324-325)

Chinese scholars, especially those who experienced the 1911 Revolution, placed this
document alongside the Record of Ten Days in Yangzhou (Yang Zhou Shi Ri Ji) as legitimizing
the revolution and overthrowing the Qing Dynasty. After the 1911 Revolution, Sir Edmund
Backhouse coauthored a work with John Otway Percy Bland that included a complete translation
of the imperial document. Some readers criticized it as an expression of arrogance and

ignorance by the Qianlong Emperor, justifying the British invasion of China. (Harrison, 2017)

4.2 Western input: actions by Western missionaries in Macau and Guangzhou

During the trough, the Qing government did not closed communication channels
between China and Western countries, nor did China lock down completely. In addition to
the Thirteen Factories, Western artifacts in the Old Summer Palace, and the Qianlong imperial
edict during the Macartney Mission to China, some Anglo-American Protestant missionaries
remained before the outbreak of the First Opium War. They used Macau as a platform for
entering the mainland to preach. However, political pressure remained strong. In May and July
1811, the Jiaging Emperor promulgated special regulations on sanctioning Western missionaries
and strictly prohibiting Western missionaries, respectively. And in 1812, the Jiaqing Emperor
reaffirmed the prohibition of preaching. This environment hindered activities of Anglo-

American Protestant missionaries in China, causing them to blame the failure of their mission
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on prohibition policies as Samuel Wells Williams (Wei San-wei) charged. Missionaries began
to turn their attention to diplomacy to advance the Christian cause. Most Anglo-American
Protestant missionaries in China served as Chinese translators for foreign business groups.
After 1840, when foreign troops entered the colonies, these missionaries also served as
government diplomats. (Tan, 2020)

During the reign of the Daoguang Emperor (1821-1850), Western medical technology
was further spread in the port of Guangzhou. In May 1835, missionary and medical doctor
Peter Parker opened a pioneering Ophthalmic Hospital in Guangzhou. In February 1838, Peter
Parker, Thomas Richardson Colledge, and Elijah Coleman Bridgman cofounded a medical
association. These beneficent actions altered some Chinese prejudices against foreigners.

(Dong, 2002)

4.3 Chinese output: self-awareness and actions by intellectuals

Meanwhile, the Qing Dynasty still maintained limited tributary trade and mutual market
trade with foreign countries. Shigeki Iwai observed that the tribute trade was “central to
the emperor” and “dangerous”, while the mutual market trade was “marginal” and “central”.
This limited tributary trade and mutual market trade was accompanied by long-term diplomatic
passivity. This gradually improved after the outbreak of the Sino-Russian Battle of Yaksa and
signing of the Treaty of Nerchinsk during the reign of the Kangxi Emperor, which impacted
Qing Dynasty foreign affairs approaches. (Iwai, 2022)

Before 1840, officials and scholars realized that traditional Tianxia concepts were no
longer timely. In 1815, Gong Zi-zhen expressed grief and indignation at ideological depression
and rigidity in The Ninth Discussion at the Time of Yibing. (Xiao, 2022) Another example
occurred when Lin Ze-xu served as imperial envoy in Guangzhou. He organized a team to
translate international legal works and Macao newspapers, and used Le droit des gens ou
Principes de la loi naturelle appliqués a la conduite et aux affaires des nations et des souverains
(London, 1785) by Emer de Vattel to oppose Charles Elliot, Administrator of Hong Kong.
During Lin Ze-xu’s tenure, he encountered foreigners and traveled to Macao to investigate
foreign affairs. His traditional concept of Hua-Yi also changed. However, due to limitations of
the times, his evolving concepts of Chinese and barbarians could not be rid of traditional stereotypes.

With the destruction of opium at Humen, the Lin Weixi case, and other incidents, the
First Opium War between China and Britain began. The signing of the Treaty of Nanking made

China gradually degenerate into a semi-colonial, semi-feudal society, and deconstruction of
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traditional Tianxia and its philosophy further accelerated. By signing the Treaty of Nanking,
the United Kingdom applied Western international relations practices in handling Sino-foreign
relations. This accelerated deconstruction mainly affected traditional Tianxia at the level of
organizational entity. At the time, Chinese response to the West was a short-term rejection
lasting until the Second Opium War. The complete deconstruction of Tianxia thought would
await the First Sino-Japanese War (1894-1895).

Deconstruction of Tianxia thought comprised external factors such as Western input
and on internal ones, consisting of Chinese output and feedback). As for accelerating
deconstruction, Chinese sovereignty declining after the Opium War among other factors awaits

further research.

5. Tianxia thought of other political entities in the East Asian cultural circle

After the demise of the Ming Dynasty, some East Asian cultural circle political entities
no longer regarded the Qing Dynasty as China, and had their own Little China ideology. Tianxia
thought based on Little China may be seen as common to these political entities. Emperor at
home, king abroad was a system of conducting relations between states within the Chinese
cultural sphere shared with Japan, Korea, and Vietnam with differing choices and expressions

at different times.

5.1 Japan’s Little China

In Sino-Japanese relations, China had multiple identities. Ng Wai-ming explained:
China had unique functions in Tokugawa thinking. On the one side, it served as a
model, or a kind of cultural homeland. On the other side, it was used to boost Japan’s
own identity. From the perspective of a Sinophile, China was Japan’s tutor... However,
in Sino-Japanese comparisons, China also played the role of “the other” to glorify
Japan. (Ng, 2014, pp. 66-67)

In the 17th century, when Jurchen tribes conquered the Ming, Japan severed all contact
with China and pursued a Japanese version of Sino-centrism based on cultural superiority.
(Oh, 2019, p. 346) Zhu Zhiyu, commonly known as Zhu Shunshui, one of the greatest scholars
of Confucianism in the Ming dynasty and Edo Japan, moved to Mito in his later years. After
his death, Tokugawa Mitsukuni, second lord of the Mito Domain, compiled the Dai Nihonshi
(History of Great Japan) to further develop Zhu’s political thought on sonnéron (royalism).

It provided ideological guidance for launching the Sonnd j6i movement (revere the Emperor,
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expel the barbarians) in 19th century Japan. The Battles of Coxinga, a puppet play by
Chikamatsu Monzaemon first staged in Osaka, told of the adventures of Coxinga (based on the
adventures of the historical figure Koxinga) in fighting the Qing Dynasty and restoring the
Ming Dynasty.

Japan during the Tokugawa shogunate had other ways of naming China. Ng stated:
Influenced by the concept of kai hentai, many Tokugawa Japanese believed that China
degenerated into a barbaric nation under the Manchu and that Japan replaced China as
the center of Confucianism. Tokugawa Confucians valued ancient China more than
Ming-Qing China, whereas Shintoists and kokugaku scholars did not rate the Chinese
tradition highly at all. The Shintoist Tani Shinzan called the Chinese “barbarians”
because Chinese history was full of rebellions and chaos. He argued that Japan had
been the central kingdom in Asia for more than a thousand years, therefore it was more
legitimate for his country than for China to bear the name Chiigoku. (Ng, 2014, p. 72)

Some scholars also adopted a comparable approach to naming China (Qing Dynasty)

at this time. Generally speaking, the Tokugawa shogunate still used different names for China

alluding to diverse naming methods.

5.2 Korean Little China

The Great Joseon, the last dynastic kingdom of Korea, was defeated by Jurchen in 1636
and became a vassal state (Qing Dynasty) after the fall of the Ming Dynasty. Yet some scholar-
bureaucrats, as well as Hyojong of Joseon, seventeenth king of the Joseon Dynasty of Korea,
were dissatisfied with the Qing Dynasty, believing that Joseon represented Chinese orthodoxy.
For example, Hong Daeyong (1731-1783), a scholar of the Northern School of Practical Studies
in Korea, put forward a concept of Hua and Yi consistency in the context of Western learning
spreading to the East. Another example is that Hyojong of Joseon once secretly planned a
Northern Expedition to the Qing Dynasty. Although finally unimplemented, it increased

government fiscal revenue.

5.3 Vietnamese Little China

After the Qing Dynasty replaced the Ming Dynasty, Vietnam would refer to itself as Han
people and referred to Han people under the Qing Empire as Qing people and Tang people.
In addition, Vietnam also tried to establish a Vietnam-centered tributary system in the Indochinese

Peninsula.
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6. Conclusion

After large-scale importation of Western learning into China around 1600, China’s
feedback was selective, rather than outright rejection. Tianxia was the world from the Chinese
viewpoint. With continuous development of transportation, commerce, and mapping
technology, the scope of this world constantly expanded, with definitions of Tianxia constantly
updated. Deconstruction of Tianxia thought occurred through vitalization from long-term
Western learning spreading to the East and dynamic balance from early stages to dynamic
imbalance in middle and later stages. Matteo Ricci’s arrival in China and the First Opium War
played catalytic roles in this dynamic process. Deconstruction was not complete, but included
supplementing the original concept and changing qualitatively and quantitatively into a new
concept.

Eastern civilization continuously learned and adjusted from Western learning input.
After the First Opium War in 1840, China gradually transformed from traditional Tianxia to a
modern nation-state. Some Chinese scholars suggested reconstructing the Tianxia ideal, not
from nostalgia for the Heavenly Empire or melodramatically seeking cosmopolitanism. Instead,
actively exploring a new ideal became a guiding ideology for Chinese international relations.
The goal was to break the Western-centric logical paradigm and explore a method for peaceful

coexistence among state actors. Only this way could permanent peace be a possibility.
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The Response to the COVID-19 Pandemic in Taiwan

Abstract

This research studied 1) development of Novel Coronavirus 2019 (COVID-19)
pandemic resolutions in Taiwan 2) Taiwanese challenges and successes in dealing with
the pandemic. During the early spread of the COVID-19 pandemic, Taiwan managed to control
the public health challenge. Different factors motivated this national achievement. As Taiwan
is blocked by China from participation in the World Health Organization (WHO), its government is
necessarily self-reliant. Due to Chinese restricted vaccine provision following the One China
Principle, Taiwan relied on the United States of America (USA) to donate significant amounts
of vaccine, adding to Taiwanese status as regional area of geopolitical rivalry between
the USA and China. Data was collected from published articles, media reports, scholarly

research, and interviews with foreigners living in Taiwan during the pandemic.

Keywords: Taiwan, COVID-19, United States of America, China
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ASEAN-Myanmar Relations: A Regional Conflict Trap

Abstract

The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) has been recognized as a successful,
progressive regional international organizations. However, since its acceptance of Myanmar in
1997, internal problems in the latter nation have led to instabilities. After the Panglong
Agreement of 1947, unresolved issues produced ethnic minority conflicts with the Myanmar
central government in a quasi-civil war impacting economic and social life in a prolonged
trap of conflict.

Myanmar's internal problems have significantly impacted ASEAN-Myanmar relations,
despite ASEAN efforts to resolve issues effectively. This article highlights the impact of
Myanmar problems that have forced ASEAN to face international pressure, especially
allegations of human rights violations, genocide, and crimes against humanity. In these cases,
the ASEAN conflict resolution mechanism has appeared inadequate for resolving problems in
Myanmar. Following a 2021 coup d'état, ASEAN member states have determined to resolve
Myanmar problems, discrepancies exist about how to approach these challenges.

The overall impact on ASEAN of the Burmese conflict trap creates a larger regional
conflict trap by default, reducing ASEAN credibility as a regional international organization
unable to resolve problems its member states as expected. In addition, the question arises
of whether the milestone change of status from an ASEAN association to a community is

a realistic objective.

Keywords:  ASEAN-Myanmar relations, Myanmar conflict traps, Constructive relations and

Non-interference, ASEAN’s Dilema and Aucward situation, Myanmar’s Stigma in ASEAN
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The Korean Trade Movements and Democratization

after the 1997 Asian Financial Crisis

Abstract

This article studies the role of the South Korean labor movement in developing
democracy after the 1997 Asian financial crisis. It examines conditions of internal actors:
the labor movement, army, political activists, and capitalists from a historical viewpoint and
labor movement dynamics. The role of the labor movement and reaction of internal actors
to labor movement dynamics after the 1997 Asian financial crisis are also explored through
adherence to democracy by political activists. The goal is to diagnose anti- or pro-democratic
sentiments from different attitudes about the labor movement's role after the 1997
Asian financial crisis. The labor movement participated in Korean democratic development
after the crisis due to new-found labor movement institutionalization and independence by
non-democratic actors while elites and capitalists accepted negotiations with the labor
movement in addition to military reforms by a civilian government’s democratic regime.

This additional factor was conducive to democratic development.

Keywords: South Korea, Labor movement, Democratic development, 1997 Asian financial

crisis, Democratization
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