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Phi Suea and Mek Hearn Nam Lai: The Two Mirrors of Chinese Society

in the Periods of Cultural Revolution and Four Modernizations
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Abstract

Phi Suea and Mek Hearn Nam Lai are the two highly acclaimed Chinese novels
which were translated into Thai by Her Royal Highness Princess Chakri Sirindhorn. The
works vividly mirror the two distinct periods of China. Whereas the former work remarkably
reflects the Chinese society at ‘the Cultural Revolution’; the latter strikingly displays China
at the time of ‘Four Modernizations’. Indeed, these two periods stand apart on the opposite
polarities. While the Cultural Revolution put its emphasis on how to achieve its ideal
socialistic goals, the Four Modernizations moved straight to construct a modern society
that could be competitive with other countries in the capitalist system.

Wang Meng, a mature writer who had highly politically experienced during his
appointment as Cultural Minister and member of Central Committee of the Chinese
Communist Party (CCP), greatly succeeds in openly criticizing the Chinese society during
the Cultural Revolution by his elaborate display of the people’s ways under the rule of the
Party. In Phi Suea, there are two major characters: Vice Minister Zhang Sue Yuan or Old
Zhang, the representation of the author. The highlight of the story is the conflicts among
people of different generations over the capitalist ideology which is believed to lead China
to communist society. The old generation who have real authority and power in the Party,
like Zhang Sue Yuan, strongly advocate this notion whereas the mid-generation and the
new generation, like Zhang Sue Yuan's ex-wife, new lover, and son, go up against it.

Mek Hearn Nam Lai, a masterpiece of a contemporary Chinese progressive
author Fong Fong; on the contrary, captivatingly portrays the contemporary Chinese
society of the Four Modernizations which has been so immensely influenced by capitalism
that the contemporary people’s lives are extremely under its force. The conflicts in this
period have rooted in its ideology too. That is, a big gap has emerged widely among
people of the same and different generations. In this novel, the characters that run in the

story are mainly the intellects in the educational circle like teachers and students.
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As the Four Modernizations emphasizes on materialistic progress, Chinese people
of this period helplessly turn to adore materialistic value. Fong Fong thus opts for
delineating the teachers who mostly abandon their ideal of devoting themselves to
teaching and surrender to the power of consumerism. Parallel to their teachers, most
students are also obsessed with materialism and neglect their serious pursuits of
knowledge as well as education.

The similarity which these two novels put an emphasis on exists in the question of
what is the good option for bettering the human existence: to live in the ideal world which

they long for or in the realistic world which they are encountering.

Keywords: Cultural Revolution Period, Four Modernization Period,

the Chinese Communist Party, the Chinese Intellectual, the Chinese Teenager
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