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ASEAN+3 Cooperation Process : A Mechanism to Achieve East Asian Community
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Abstract

The ASEAN+3 cooperation framework was initiated in 1997 at the time of financial
crisis in East Asia. It resulted from consultation among leaders of the ASEAN member
countries and those of China, Japan and South Korea. These leaders first met in Kuala
Lumpur Malaysia, in December 1997 and second met in Vietnam, in 1998 to discuss
matters relating to the maintenance of regional economic stability and general prospects of
East Asia in the 21 century. The ASEAN+3 Summit thus came into existence and since
then the summit has been regularly held concomitant with the ASEAN Summit.

This ASEAN+3 framework has been geared towards the development of an East
Asian Community. This community is aimed to serve as a zone of security and political
cooperation that renounces the use of force and as a signal to the world community of the
existence of deep-rooted cooperation and trust in East Asia. The establishment of East
Asian Community is the long-term goal of cooperation in this region. It is expected to
develop within the ASEAN+3 framework. The Chinese, Japanese, and South Korean
leaders have supported the ASEAN consensus to hold East Asian summit meetings and

confirmed their support for ASEAN's leading role in driving East Asian cooperation ahead.

Keywords: ASEAN+3 Cooperation Process, ASEAN+3 Summit, East Asia Summit,

East Asian Community, Regional Integration
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EASG's Short-term Measures

1.
2.

Form an East Asia Business Council
Establish GSP status and preferential
treatment for the least developed
countries

Foster an attractive investment environ-

ment for increased foreign direct
investment
Establish an East Asian Investment

Information Network

Develop resources and infrastructure
jointly for growth areas and expand
financial resources for development
with the active participation of the
private sector

Provide assistance and cooperation in
four priority areas: infrastructure,
information technology, human resources
development, and ASEAN regional
economic integration

Cooperation through technology transfers

and joint technology development

10.
11.

12.
13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

Develop information technology jointly
to build telecommunications infrastruc-
ture and to provide greater access to
the Internet

Build a network of East Asian think-
tanks

Establish an East Asia Forum
Implement a comprehensive human
resources development program for
East Asia

Establish poverty alleviation programs
Take concerted steps to provide
access to primary healthcare for the
people

Strengthen mechanisms for cooperation
on non-traditional security issues

Work together with cultural and
educational institutions to promote a
strong sense of indentity and an East
Asian consciousness

Promote networking and exchanges of
experts in the conservation of the arts,
artifacts and cultural heritage of East
Asian countries

Promote East Asian studies in the

region
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EASG's Medium-term and Long-term 8. Build a framework for energy policies

Measures, and Those that Require Further and strategies and action plans

Studies (require further studies)

1. Promote investment by small and 9. Work closely with NGOs in policy

medium enterprises (medium-term) consultation and  coordination to

2. Form an East Asian Free Trade Area . L
encourage  civic participation  and

(long-term) state-civil  society partnerships  in

3. Establish an East Asia Investment Area . ,
tackling social problems

by expanding the ASEAN Investment (require further studies)

Area (long-term)

4. Pursue the evolution of the ASEAN+3 nalnnsauaMNsINS e eu+3

Summit into an East Asian Summit AU NI UT LIV B T UL

(long-term) Au iu uazinudle  adiudiunalnnig
5. Establish a regional financing facility  q|aeeaisquiu 5 sesu 1aun

(require further studies) 1. MsszuAnEinauen@au+3
6. Pursue a more closely coordinated 2 AsUsesuaBURARIEeL+3
regional exchange rate mechanism 3. mafﬂm;uLé’ﬁuﬁwﬁmﬁmmﬁﬂuﬂ
(require further studies) 4. nqjﬂj‘:quﬁ"ﬂuum?ﬁiwﬂﬁ‘tmﬁ
7. Promote closer regional marine ANTLU+3
environmental cooperation for the 5 a9l anansantunenme W3

entire region (require further studies)
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Kuala Lumpur Declaration on the ASEAN Plus Three Summit’
Kuala Lumpur, 12 December 2005
WE, the Heads of State/Government of the Member Countries of the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), and the People’s Republic of China, Japan, and the
Republic of Korea, on the occasion of the 9th ASEAN Plus Three Summit on 12 December
2005 in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia;
REAFFIRMING the need for a peaceful, stable and prosperous East Asian regional
environment through mutual solidarity and concerted efforts;
FURTHER REAFFIRMING our commitment to the purposes and principles of the Charter
of the United Nations, the Treaty of Amity and Cooperation in Southeast Asia and other
universally recognized principles of international law which will serve as the basis of norms
governing state-to-state relations;
RECALLING the 1999 Joint Statement on East Asia Cooperation which sets out the
principles and purposes of East Asia cooperation;
REITERATING our common resolve to realize an East Asian community as a long-term
goal that would contribute to the maintenance of regional and global peace and security,
prosperity and progress;
CONVINCED that the ASEAN Plus Three process will continue to be the main vehicle in
achieving that goal, with ASEAN as the driving force and with the active participation of the
ASEAN Plus Three countries in order to promote a sense of shared ownership;
RECOGNISING the importance of ASEAN integration and the ASEAN Community towards
community building in the region and the continued support of the Plus Three countries for
ASEAN's efforts;
FURTHER RECOGNISING the important role played by the ASEAN Plus One processes to

the overall cooperation within the ASEAN Plus Three framework;

°Available from : http://www.aseansec.org/18036.htm
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CONFIDENT that the growing interactions among the ASEAN Plus Three countries will help
promote greater dialogue and collective efforts to both harness opportunities and meet the
challenges posed by a fast-changing and globalizing world;

ACKNOWLEDGING with satisfaction the steady progress achieved to date in the ASEAN
Plus Three cooperation in all areas has brought about mutual benefits and closer linkages,
thus contributing to the community building in East Asia;

ENCOURAGED by the progress in the implementation of the short-term, and medium and
long-term measures proposed in the East Asia Study Group (EASG) Final Report, which we
endorsed in November 2002 in Phnom Penh, Cambodia;

WELCOMING the convening of the First East Asia Summit in Kuala Lumpur on 14
December 2005;

DO HEREBY DECLARE:

1. We will continue to hold the ASEAN Plus Three Summit annually in conjunction with the
ASEAN Summit to guide and provide political momentum to East Asian community building
under the ASEAN Plus Three cooperation.

2. We will commence collaborative efforts to prepare a second Joint Statement on East
Asia Cooperation on the tenth anniversary of the ASEAN Plus Three process in 2007 in
order to consolidate existing cooperation and to set forth the future direction for the
cooperation and East Asia community building, and task our Ministers to coordinate and
undertake the necessary follow-up.

3. We will continue to encourage and support cooperation under the ASEAN Plus One
processes to further contribute to the overall cooperation within the ASEAN Plus Three
framework, which will form an integral part of the overall regional architecture in a
complementary manner with other regional fora and processes.

4. We will speed up the implementation of the short-term, and medium and long-term
measures of the EASG Final Report.

5.We will continue to support ASEAN integration, particularly in narrowing the
development gap in order to realize the ASEAN Community and at the same time

contributing to the building of an East Asian community as the long-term goal.
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6. We will enhance people-to-people exchange aimed at developing a “we” feeling.

7. We will encourage the sharing of ideas through greater interaction between students,
academicians, researchers, artists, media, and youths among countries in East Asia.

8. We will conduct regular exchange of intellectuals, members of think tanks, religious
personalities and scholars, which will benefit East Asia and the world through deeper
knowledge and understanding so as to fight intolerance and improve understanding
among cultures and civilizations.

9. We will enhance and strengthen the various mechanisms crucial for the development of
ASEAN Plus Three cooperation, including the ASEAN Plus Three Unit in the ASEAN
Secretariat.

SIGNED at Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, on the Twelfth Day of December in the Year Two

Thousand and Five.
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Kuala Lumpur Declaration on the East Asia Summit*
Kuala Lumpur, 14 December 2005
WE, the Heads of State/Government of the Member Countries of the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), Australia, People’s Republic of China, Republic of India,
Japan, Republic of Korea and New Zealand, on the occasion of the historic First East Asia
Summit on 14 December 2005 in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia;
RECALLING the decision of the 10th ASEAN Summit and supported by the 8th ASEAN
Plus Three Summit held on 29 November 2004 in Vientiane, Lao PDR, to convene the First
East Asia Summit in Malaysia in 2005;
REITERATING our commitment to the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United
Nations, the Treaty of Amity and Cooperation in Southeast Asia and other recognized
principles of international law;
ACKNOWLEDGING that in a rapidly changing international environment, our economies
and societies have become increasingly interlinked and interdependent;
REALISING the increasing range of challenges facing the world and the need for
concerted regional and global efforts to respond to these challenges;
RECOGNISING our shared interests in achieving peace, security and prosperity in East
Asia and the world at large;
DESIROUS of creating a peaceful environment by further enhancing cooperation and
strengthening the existing bonds of friendship among our countries in keeping with the
principles of equality, partnership, consultation and consensus thereby contributing to
peace, security and economic prosperity in the region and the world at large;
CONVINCED of the importance of strengthening bilateral and multilateral interactions and

cooperation among the participating countries of the East Asia Summit and the world at

* Available from : http://www.aseansec.org/18098.htm
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large on issues of common interest and concern in order to enhance peace and economic
prosperity;

REITERATING the conviction that the effective functioning of multilateral systems will
continue to be indispensable for advancing economic development;

RECOGNISING that this region is today a source of dynamism for the world economy;
SHARING the view that the East Asia Summit could play a significant role in community
building in this region;

FURTHER RECOGNISING the need to support efforts to build a strong ASEAN
Community which will serve as a solid foundation for our common peace and prosperity;
DO HEREBY DECLARE:

FIRST, that we have established the East Asia Summit as a forum for dialogue on broad
strategic, political and economic issues of common interest and concern with the aim of
promoting peace, stability and economic prosperity in East Asia.

SECOND, that the efforts of the East Asia Summit to promote community building in this
region will be consistent with and reinforce the realization of the ASEAN Community, and
will form an integral part of the evolving regional architecture.

THIRD, that the East Asia Summit will be an open, inclusive, transparent and outward-
looking forum in which we strive to strengthen global norms and universally recognized
values with ASEAN as the driving force working in partnership with the other participants of
the East Asia Summit.

FOURTH, we will focus, among others, on the following:

e Fostering strategic dialogue and promoting cooperation in political and security
issues to ensure that our countries can live at peace with one another and with the
world at large in a just, democratic and harmonious environment;

e Promoting development, financial stability, energy security, economic integration
and growth, eradicating poverty and narrowing the development gap in East Asia,
through technology transfer and infrastructure development, capacity building,
good governance and humanitarian assistance and promoting financial links,

trade and investment expansion and liberalization; and
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Promoting deeper cultural understanding, people-to-people contact and
enhanced cooperation in uplifting the lives and well-being of our peoples in order
to foster mutual trust and solidarity as well as promoting fields such as
environmental protection, prevention of infectious diseases and natural disaster

mitigation.

FIFTH, that:

Participation in the East Asia Summit will be based on the criteria for participation
established by ASEAN;

The East Asia Summit will be convened regularly;

The East Asia Summit will be hosted and chaired by an ASEAN Member Country
that assumes the ASEAN Chairmanship and held back-to-back with the annual
ASEAN Summit; and

The modalities of the East Asia Summit will be reviewed by ASEAN and all other

participating countries of the East Asia Summit.

SIGNED at Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, on the Fourteenth Day of December in the Year Two

Thousand and Five.
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