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Regional security system in East Asia in the post-post cold war era:
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Abstract

This research has analyzed the evolution of East Asian security system since the
end of the Cold War until the present time. It analyzes the role of major actors in the region,
particularly, the role of the United States, China, Japan and ASEAN.

This research also analyzes several future scenarios for East Asian security
system. The scenarios are

- scenario 1: unipolar system

- scenario 2 : balance of power or multipolar system

- scenario 3 : power transition

- scenario 4 : clash of civilizations

- scenario 5 : regional governance

The research findings is that scenario 1 (unipolar system) and scenario 2
(balance of power or multipolar system) are the most likely scenarios. Scenario 5 (regional
governance) and scenario 3 (power transition theories) are at the medium level of
possibility. But scenario 4 (clash of civilizations) is the least likely scenario.

In a short term, East Asian security system will be unipolar. The U.S. will still be the
most important actor and still maintain its regional hegemonic role. As a result, it is
imperative that Thai foreign policy, in the short term, should move closer to the U.S. this is
for the sake of Thai national interest that will be gained by having close relations with the
U.S. That is the opportunity. But on the other hand, threat coming from close relations with
the U.S. will also be possible. Particularly, in the post 9/11 period, Thailand could become
the target for international terrorism and the “enemy of Islam”. Therefore, Thailand should
try to strike a balance and come up with a balanced relationship by trying to decrease the
potential threat and increase the potential opportunity.

However, in the long term, the trend will be that East Asian security system will be
moving away from the unipolar system toward the multipolar and balance of power system.

The most important factor is the rise of China. The multipolar system will also provide both
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threat and opportunity for Thailand. Hence, Thai foreign policy, in the long term, should
emphasize the omni-directional diplomacy and equi-distant policy.

Long term Thai foreign policy should prepare the ground work for the future
multipolar system by gradual adjustment from the unipolar environment to the multipolar
one. Thai policy should shift the emphasis from depending on the U.S. toward omni-
directional diplomacy by promoting and establishing relationships with new emerging
powers.

Moreover, by analyzing East Asian security system through regional governance
perspective, it demonstrates that polarity will become out-dated and regional security
system will evolve into an international regime. International organizations and international
norms will become more important. ASEAN and ASEAN Regional Forum, in particular, will
play increasing roles as international institutions in the future.

Thai foreign policy, therefore, should be formulated to prepare for the new regional
security system that could be characterized as regional governance. Thai foreign policy
should prepare for the development of international regime in which ASEAN and ARF will
play significant roles, particularly, the evolution of the ASEAN political security community
and the East Asia security community. Thailand should have a pro-active policy by playing

an active role in the development of these regional communities.

Keywords: Post Cold War era, Post Post — Cold War era,Balance of Power,

Asean Regional Forum, Asian economic crisis, polarity, International institutions.
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3.5 Scenario #1 5: condominium of
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