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The (still) Developmental State:

Development of concept and future research agenda
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Abstract

This article reviews the development of the Developmental State concept over the
last two decades. From its very beginning as the revisionist coming to challenge the
neoclassical mainstream, it then achieved something close to paradigmatic status. Until
recently, however, it appears to have been buried under the collapsing economies in many
so-called East Asian developmental states as results of a series of economic crises,
especially the 1997 financial crisis. Against this backdrop, | argue that the concept of the
Developmental State was not totally discarded in the academic world. The past few years
have seen a resurgence of academic interests in the new forms of developmental state.
Amidst the broader contemporary theoretical battles such as the state versus globalization
debate and convergence versus divergence of political economy, it seems that the
resurgence of the developmental state can more or less contribute to these debates by

offering a fresh view and new empirical case studies.

Key words: developmental state, neo-developmental state, East Asian political economy
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