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Fighting against Political Corruption in South Korea

in the Early Period of Democratization

Wichian Intasi

Abstract

Political system with limited citizen participation creates opportunity for political
leaders to commit corruption and abuse of power. In the case of South Korea, Park
Chung-hee and Chun Doo-hwan gained power through military coup and opposition
suppression. During his term in office, President Park passed a revised constitution,
enabling him to rerun for office, without opposition members to participate in National
Assembly session. He, furthermore, enforced emergency measures that resulted in
dissolving National Assembly and forbidding political activities. After Park was
assassinated, General Chun Doo-hwan seized power in the military, consolidated
political power, suppressed pro-democracy demonstrations, and later became the
president. However, he and his supporters could not resist the popular demand for
democracy. They, eventually, agreed to amend the constitution in favor of democratic
rule. Thanks to the democratization, South Koreans can participate in politics and
exercise power to checks and balances. At last, they could bring two former presidents
and officers to courts on allegation of abuse of power, suppression of pro-democracy
movements, and acceptance of bribes. This study shows that fight against political
corruption in South Korea was not fought by the political leaders and state officials, but

it was opposition, common people, and civil society who struggled for the democracy.

Keywords: political corruption; South Korea; Park Chung-hee; Chun Doo-hwan;

democratization
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