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Geography, Powers and Interests in the Relations between

China and Lower Mekong Basin Countries

Wiraphong Panyathanakhun

Abstract

The article’s main research question is based on the fact that amidst of the
existing trans-boundary negative impacts derived from the upstream China’'s Mekong
water resources development projects, why does the situation not induce to the severe
disputes between China and downstream lower Mekong countries? The article points
out that the elements of geography, powers and national interests perspectives may be
the keys to this question. It also suggests that these three factors are potentially usable
in explaining why the cooperation between the both sides is still limited, and that this

kind of situation is unlikely to change in the foreseeable future.

Keywords: China, Mekong, Mekong River Commission, Lower Mekong Basin,

Greater Mekong Sub-region
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