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The Environmental Management System of Japan and the Republic of Korea as
Best Study Cases for Thailand: A Case Study on Urban and Community

Environmental Management

Abstract

This research aims to study both private and public sectors’ policies and
measure their concerns on environmental management. The study also examines the
effectiveness, including strength and weakness, of these policies on environmental
management in Japan and the Republic of Korea. Finally, the study offers some policy
recommendations that related agencies in Thailand may apply in case of Thailand.

The study sets its scope on investigating policies, projects, and measures of
both private and public sectors in these two countries, that involves environmental
issues in urban and community areas. Policies under this study include both those
using in the past and the current ones.

The study has found that all three countries, including Thailand, have begun to
develop their economy in the same pattern that stimulates growth. As a result of these
development policies, their environment’'s quality has been deteriorated. There exists
the problem of natural resources depletion, an increase in pollution problems, and
natural unbalancing. Japan is the first countries that realized this problem and has
improve the quality of its environment successfully. Japan has introduced
Environmental Management System (EMS) to cope with this problem. The system has
combined the management of all economic process, from the production process,
logistic process, distribution process, and by-product garbage management process.
The system, as well, introduces the assessment process, so called Life Cycle
Assessment (LCA) that estimates the effects of product life cycle on environment under
the 3R’s principle, which are Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle. Japanese government
introduces Home Appliance Recycling Law (HARL). According to this law, when
customers buy new home appliance products, they must pay discard fee and have to
return the used ones to recycling plants. The key success of recycle principle in Japan
is on the strength of communities and local government that pay attention to promote

the separation of household garbage. Currently, it may say that recycling is the
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common practice to all Japanese. All Japanese children learn the importance of
recycling at schools. Japanese firms are aware of its importance and show their
support on recycling management, as well. Because of this success, Japan is one of
the world leaders in implementing EMS.

In case of the Republic of Korea, for the past 50 years, Korean economy has
been increasing rapidly. The country has facing the increase in urbanization and in
population. The environment management becomes one of the urgent policies for
Korean government. The government implemented several regulations to handle the
environmental issues. The first regulation was on the improving of quality of air in urban
area, while the second one was on the quality of water. The Green Vision 21 was
implemented during 1995-2005, focusing on environmental improvement and
sustainable development. However the conflict between economic growth and
environmental improvement and lack of private sector support are main burden of
environmental management in the Republic of Korea.

In Thailand, the economic policy, focusing on economic growth, leads to the
overuse of natural resources. The agriculture sector, that produces crops for
commercial purpose, requires more agricultural land. As a result, forest area has been
destroyed dramatically without any development plans for the future use. Recently,
Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment was established in order to solve the
problems of the depletion in natural resources and lower quality in environment. The
Ministry has set up 4 strategies which are (1) to protect, preserve, restore, and utilize
natural resources and biodiversity based on public participation, (2) to monitor and
regulate the pollution problems, (3) to promote learning process and accessibility to
natural resources fairly, (4) to integrate all environmental policies on the positive
manner. Comparing to Japan, Thailand is one of the country that has strong legal
framework. However, the real problem is on the lack of legal enforcement process.
Comparing to the Republic of Korea, Thailand shares the same economic development
direction that is economic growth comes first. This creates the ways to sustainable
development in Thailand. The country does not have the clear policy on promoting
foreign investment and preventing environmental deterioration. Recently, Thailand is

facing more problems on pollution and people health. The study recommends the



implementation of sustainable development paradigm as the way to handle
environmental problem in Thailand. Thai people should be educated to understand this
paradigm and have access to participate in improving the country environment, such as
learn how to participate in recycling networks, correct the overconsumption behaviors,

and increase economic dependency by consuming more local products.

Keywords : Environment, Environmental Management, Natural Resourse, Water

Polution, Air Pollution, Social Development
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