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Harmonizing Hindu and Buddhist Beliefs with Indigenous Culture in Bali

Abstract

This article studies harmonization of Hindu and Buddhist beliefs and indigenous
culture in Bali, where the two religions are intertwined by long-held indigenous belief and
culture. Agama Hindu Dharma, the unique form of Hinduism practiced primarily in Bali,
Indonesia, is the majority religion, combining ancient Javanese beliefs, faith in Hindu gods,
and nature and spirit rituals. Buddhism, with a minority of followers, retains influence through
temple and ritual concepts and symbols, including karma, compassion, and Nirvana.

In Indonesia, Hindus and Buddhists coexist peacefully. Balinese indigenous culture
participates in integrating religion in lifestyles, through merit making, almsgiving, festivals and

performing arts which express faith and with respect for nature, the sacred, and ancestors.

Keywords: Bali, harmony, religious beliefs, indigenous culture, Agcama Hindu Dharma
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