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ASEAN-Myanmar Relations: A Regional Conflict Trap

Abstract

The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) has been recognized as a successful,
progressive regional international organizations. However, since its acceptance of Myanmar in
1997, internal problems in the latter nation have led to instabilities. After the Panglong
Agreement of 1947, unresolved issues produced ethnic minority conflicts with the Myanmar
central government in a quasi-civil war impacting economic and social life in a prolonged
trap of conflict.

Myanmar's internal problems have significantly impacted ASEAN-Myanmar relations,
despite ASEAN efforts to resolve issues effectively. This article highlights the impact of
Myanmar problems that have forced ASEAN to face international pressure, especially
allegations of human rights violations, genocide, and crimes against humanity. In these cases,
the ASEAN conflict resolution mechanism has appeared inadequate for resolving problems in
Myanmar. Following a 2021 coup d'état, ASEAN member states have determined to resolve
Myanmar problems, discrepancies exist about how to approach these challenges.

The overall impact on ASEAN of the Burmese conflict trap creates a larger regional
conflict trap by default, reducing ASEAN credibility as a regional international organization
unable to resolve problems its member states as expected. In addition, the question arises
of whether the milestone change of status from an ASEAN association to a community is

a realistic objective.

Keywords:  ASEAN-Myanmar relations, Myanmar conflict traps, Constructive relations and

Non-interference, ASEAN’s Dilema and Aucward situation, Myanmar’s Stigma in ASEAN
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