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From Zomia to One Belt One Road and Indo-Pacific: The New Geographic Adjustment of Asia

Abstract

This documentary research explores the changing structure, scope, and shape
of Asian geography starting in the twenty-first century by using qualitative
methodology and the concept of regional geography. Results were that the new
geographic adjustment of Asia has been impelled by three main forces. The first is
the geographical term Zomia, or the mass of mainland Asia that has historically been
beyond the control of governments based in the population centers of the lowlands,
encompassing highlands and mountainous areas from the Hundu Kush — Himalayan
Region to the Southeast Asian Massif. This new continental geographic scope
crisscrosses the conventional boundaries between Central Asia, East Asia, South
Asia, and Southeast Asia and highlight the Asian highlands as a new area studies
unit. The second force is One Belt One Road, a Chinese geopolitical and geoeconomic
project, aiming to create logistical corridors connecting Asia with Europe and
Africa. This project helps to stimulate new formation of subgeometric regions along
logistical corridors. The last force is Indo-Pacific, an area which includes the Indian
and Pacific Oceans as well as East, South, and Southeast Asia. Based on different
strategic definitions by regional country, the geographic scope of Indo-Pacific has
converged eastwards and diverged westwards. While the eastern edge lies on the
western shore of the American continent fairly fixedly, the western rim of Indo-
Pacific has been shifting between western India and eastern Africa.
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