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Bali Process and the Externalization of Australia’s Refugee Policy in ASEAN

Abstract

Australia seeks cooperation with other states due to the increasing number of
refugees in 2001. Consequently, Bali Process was established by Australia and
Indonesia as the regional mechanism to address the refugee issue. This article
examines the externalization of refugee controls by Australia to ASEAN states under
the Bali Process, and how Australia’s role enhances refugee protection in ASEAN
between 2001 and 2013. By using the Externalization of migration control as the
framework, this article demonstrates that Bali Process is the mechanism for
Australia to externalize the criminalization of people trafficking and smuggling. It
also becomes the tool for Australia to initiate bilateral agreements with ASEAN
member states, such as Indonesia, which involves capacity building and border
protection. Although the humanitarian approach cannot be ignored by states as
international norms, UNHCR is a significant actor for pushing such an approach in
Bali Process. This study concludes that Australia’s role does not enhance refugee
protection, but instead straighten the security perception on refugee issues among
the ASEAN states.
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