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A Preliminary Comparative Study of Smart
Cities Development in Japan and Thailand
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Abstract

Smart cities development has become an agenda among the globe due to massive
impacts caused by footprints of industrailization and globalization. Cities are among a unit
that severely generate pollution and waste, resulting in a need for the cities to have smarter
solutions in order to address existing problems. Among the countries successfully building
smart cities, Japan is highly regarded for its innovative smart communities, and has become
a model for developing nations in smartizing their cities. The smartization of Japanese cities
has four eminent features: (a) the role of local governments, (b) the role of the private sector,
(c) public-private partnership, (d) the active support of local people and communities. This is
exemplified through the smartization of Yokohama.

In Thailand, smart cities development has become an agenda for development, pushed
forward by the government. A number of plans and blueprints were drafted as part of the
20-Year National Strategy (2018-2037). Arugably, the documents, however, seems to be not
realistic, but rather focusing on quantitative measures, which lack of qualitative contents. It
is therefore fair to question if the documents were drafted deliberately not to yield concrete
and tangible outcomes. But, as smart cities development in Thailand is still in an initial stage,

it is too early to reach any conclusion at this time.

Keywords: smart cities development, smart city,
smartization, Japan, Thailand, Thailand 4.0
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AnuLla¥ain Study of Japanese experiences on sustainable urban development includ-

ing pollution control and management, resource/energy efficiency and GHG reduction p. 4.1, by
ALMEC Corporation, 2011.
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