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Thailand 4.0 in World Politics:
The 5S Foreign Affairs Strategy
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Abstract

This article examines how the Thai government, led by General Prayut Chan-o-cha,
conducted the nation’s foreign policy as part of a wider policy orientation and its vision of
Thailand 4.0. It found that the Prayut government outlined its foreign policy strategy, called
“5S foreign affairs strategy,” comprising: security, sustainability, standard, status, and synergy.
Its 5S strategy echoed the Thai foreign policy tradition, widely recognized for its flexibility
in a wind of change. Despite the list of diplomatic failures during the government’s first year
in office, the government’s foreign-policy maneuvering in world politics could manage the
external environment to be more favorable for Thailand’s economic development.

Keywords: Thailand 4.0, 5S strategy, 5S foreign affairs strategy,
Thai foreign policy, Thailand

313



UnAREa

unANAnEnsUfiRulaunasatszmavesiguna waien dszeng dunslesn Iugmzﬁ
udauviledidarien] “nauaus 4.0" S Sundadene un ANNNLINTFLNA Walen Uszems
Idenoransnissinelszma 5 8 ilundnuyalunissinsdscma Tnagnsaansaanainasiouwuy
sesuilnarealanesssmndlng Geldfunistensuiuiednfianufaveurinunaninszuaan
yaspuanunlas wiidnge | Pusnresiguna azdsrauivdetianaianinisyaluvaialenia
wivnfannsanwas Adudinisdimuleuiadiunissiedszmearesigung Uszauaaudisa
ANNIINAANITANTNKIARDNNEUEN 11311’5@rfifamiﬁmmLﬂiﬂgﬁ@iwﬂmmsﬁuuﬁq

ArdrAzy: Inauaus 4.0, Uszmdlne 4.0, gnsaaninissinalszme 5 &,
wlaunasneszmalng, nssnananissingtlszme

314



Thailand 4.0 in World Politics: The 5S Foreign Affairs Strategy

UNU

“Ineuaud 4.0” vise “Uszmealng 4.07 fuAild Banfanuuniswmun (development
model) %\1Lﬂumﬁ’ﬂugmmmﬁmﬁm‘ﬁﬂmﬂl,mzmqu,mu lunsimuAsgiauazdennaesiuna
walen Usvens Aunslatn (A.A. 2014-2019) uddinisdne wlaunalnauausd 4.0 avilagaiuim
snnludag 4 Tiduan mdmsAneideddaulve Sdnunizsaniulsznsvit Ae “nisfnaldiu
wadnnnalu assagduannisuazivinuaued sauuuilszmelng 4.0 aznyusen nsiainause e
1/1una14 (middle-income trap) 189ATEgNA Ny atnelsfip mi‘wmmmumuunﬂumﬂim 4.0 An
mimmﬁwnmmumu fenszuannsienaugnInaNNatANIewen MnEauedaduTUdey
Aunadnnelu Aaemnil mi%ﬂgumuiﬂmﬂmmfrmﬂumizgLﬁwmmmqa% danilenaifintily
aeeilUsrAnENIW nFgunalienanruANannLIA§eNNELeN hgesienisfanans deiduigu
il wlaunadunisanvlszimataniiuasdlsenaudAn1a9n19LEMNsaN8170Us TUN NN AIAINM
PEUMTNANANLIIENE T8 LBNEAIINTYM 3INAU A1N9A W BaEN ledl a.d. 1989 91

wlaunanissndsewmaidudauilsznaudrAnyrasulaungasA s uianua luni9usung
21an79upuAY TidTuduniailie wsugnia vsedean... (MFA, 1989)
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NSAUANNAR

v

QL‘*ﬂﬁu@'ﬂﬂWLmemﬁm “NTELNRNIN (funnel of causality) 189 Eugene Wittkopf Charles
Kegley W@z James Scott (2003) Tatduamaiu1efaqLLuasian (source) 189ulaunemaLlssimne
178 49U mwmu‘immmwﬂmwﬂ (foreign policy input) lUNIALANNAR (conceptual framework)

Tunsinsiuazailmena LW@WHUV‘W’]Q"INV@WH@\?UW@Q’]N PIGRPEATGYS L°1I‘]J3JE°]\‘1LL

Foreign Pollcy
npuls

Extornal Sources _._,_,..-
——
Sociatal Soum

I‘\{f O 'El:‘fl"‘l

Forsign Palicy
—= Oulputs —

WEUNINT 1. NIVEURNTIN

i American foreign policy: Pattern and process, figure 2.1, p.18, by Wittkopf et al.,
2003, Belmont: Thomson Wadsworth

¢ WHANINNNNEURN (external sources) ML aNTNLINARNNELBN NFENTRLTY THuT
ANHEUVRITTULIENINLILINA (international system) wazAnmaUzaeen1sUfTRAN
o P = \ | A Aa a | a o
Fanansay :autenisla o lushedssinanaiaReula vise HaninasenisAnAiun
madansesgRdaulunisiueulaune

. uusIRNMNedaA (sometal sources) U184 TATIA 519 A AN ML UBIAIANNITLHE D
AADAAUIZLL AN 0AMLINNET8Ll32TTY FeTavENasani i muaLltLNETe
fgsianieuan

. UUETINANITANg (governmental sources) YN18D9 ANTNLIARDNLTIANN1TY
(institutional setting) Usznau&ae N7ENIne NUAY N3N LATAIUTENIANHLLAUTAR
nafafeadestu natiuun n1edansg waznsUfuAuleunadunisinelsyine
ARBAAUNTUNANTUETENINBIANENFNG 7] T19FiY
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o UUAINNINNUNLM (role sources) UNNEIDN HANTENURUAAANNRLMUIUTINT (office)
slangAnssaesyAragATadftumtil Tuwdll a1ananalddn unum fe gaReule
Id

NN azdian 1y (norm) ﬁmmwﬁqﬁumqngwm Fafluiuenstizeanig

A129AILULS TRtaNIZ AL NE AN NaFan13FnAYN]A

o

. undsiumneilaian (individual sources) MN8N ANBULLANITIBILAAA 199 nay
yaraduaites Guilufiadula vite favsnastedrfoysenisindula fatieaes
Fnenizianizi IEun e YARNANSUY ANNAINNTNLAL (talent) ATUAT (value)
AR (belief) ANNTEHNLDENNISARINEN (ﬁﬁumﬁﬁiﬁmﬁm) (psychological predis-
position) wazilszaunisnineumtin (prior experience) AT

(8191 Bunyavejchewin & Kridsana Chotisut, 2019, pp. 264-266)

atinglafiA aupnananaligaedn undsTiinudaslssnniitnutinsenisdaauleldinfu
@ﬂﬂuLLufmwa‘muumu‘tﬂmmmaﬁﬁm@Lmemmﬂuﬂmﬂ? wdaeu vize (ngn)yraalailugiy
mmaumnLmvmmmmmimmu%mmwmmm LATUVAITIIMAN TR A Lenanaeenann iy
yenanni gourheanteletngnlssme (foreign policy output) RIAHARTNAMNNANNTINTAS
#9134 (input) enznnsikdad (conversion) dauiindnlidudausinaan wWunsaiiunisnngle
dngadnszLuNNIRAAYA TalpuuaRLTUSeu Lazsyneudsasmnens oL Bty
Faudsuninda (Bunyavejchewin & Kridsana Chotisut, 2019, pp. 263-264)

v v

BAAUNU

msmuuaulauneslszimaeasiguianaian dszeans Sunslam

nsnAUdNNNR LN LI MN1eRssTesnasinlunnnlealne Hunnadigiszmnsansamueine
ANNHNASLILUNTNG (ART.) Lﬁ:@ﬂmmﬁ@quwmmu A.f. 2014 Wuanuasunlaamianisidie
(political change) AlF e dnraemadnniely uaznssnusadanutandne mndeinlfifa
L‘fﬂlﬂuimmemmﬁﬁmﬂlmﬁi@miﬁmﬂammmﬁ*jmfn yiunansAnudEanInaesniiiadlan
ANHNAANTLAZHUEIWIBINNIY AT 1 Tusnudinstinanuna iusinatneliiiuass

N1sLAMIITITNIIaeiglszinsaes aat. seldatnuuamistesanzdfsinisdnasedly
svuaudsyaniylng @uummmnmmmmﬂuﬂs 3 (AUA.) iletl A.f. 2006 naNIAE NsAdIL
SULAZNNILIMN TN TANUNNANNLTIENA T mummﬂmmfvmwmim@mi H&ussfaemninsmnig
FLALATBINTENINNIFNLTEMA (N9.) 81U98N1T ALAN waziiugualtulAeiduNl Tun1enss
Tty n3lfiRsNTN13209 NA. B lUANTL ATELTBENEANNNITLAS (Security Division) Tugnuzdau
uszAukamlaunagnisUfiR (implementation level) 593 watan avzAng Ufuntszns saasiauri
A& uiuinelg meoﬁ’ﬁmféhmei\ﬂé?guum?fjﬂmaﬂsxmqqmwmﬂi:mﬂ (519.161.) AnutTivh
(MFA, 2014) Tuaniziaenfii AU URTIS N auT IR Teaiunnasatl s agfluANiy
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RATeLUa9El e 11 N7ENgaL 1991 WndausanisluAausul ATALIREELATEHFAA (Economic
Division) @93 waeN1AeN Uszan uned 7a99utin ags. Wwiauiingdae Wufu (MFA, 2014)

199 1 77 walan ﬁuzﬁﬂﬁﬂﬁu’]ﬂi:ﬂﬁ‘ ANTIATLILG TN0.06. (30 BIUNAN A.A. 201419
F9UNAN A.A. 2015) “ATUZTIN9W 289 ART. RunLnsiiniglunszuaunisinuuanlaunesnedszina
uazildaudrAyranisindulazes sua.nm. LL@”mﬁﬂi”ﬁuum?‘ (us3.) Turnusideniu nm. (31379013
192U ATL UL FITNHENURINTENT29) mmmﬂumummaumn (Tsng Bunyavejchewin, 2017a,
pp. 32-35) Aununuazanuidudasztiesas mewmmummmmmnw Tuudid AadAany
mﬁﬁﬂﬂﬁ\iﬁumi'ﬁLﬁm%mﬁﬁ?ﬁm@ YINE TR (A.A. 2001-2006) T uss. 719,07, WazAETIENEA
ATALNINTZLIUNNTNMUALIELN A UN13ANSLTZINA (Bunyavejchewin, 2018b)

EBIBILIC I uAes weme UsTnd dlu sun.nm. annipsiignsesum Fquuss
T98191N19N9ENTMNTTANUTENA (38.nM.) TuheudaunaN A.A. 2015 Lmuwiq%q wnedszAng
Wesena 1y sua.nm. Auunu lukeausuaau A.A. 2016 Hluiieativin na. nduaniiunuamiinlu
nisimuaRAnIeuleLnesnalss e LL@Xﬁ@W%W@N’]ﬂ%‘LM@m?ﬁﬂ@lﬂ@’qm“ﬁl”]mjm usn. i dau
wikeradumaznawinneld aas. Gepauaunistiwistsuna WESeuiananuienansludag
nanAeunikilaiein N97EMINLITMARAZNTYANANANAINNITLIEMIAANITANe TuiTaE NN
LLmLﬂuﬁ@mmﬁﬁ@qmﬁﬂmm%ﬂﬁmﬁLﬂmmzﬂimumafﬂmmﬁﬂmmmﬁw (career diplomat)
AARAAUIRRIAINNTN (Capacity) WAYIRUSITNIANIZIAIBIANT IUNNTaaNnulaLNasaniauan

I3 3 “ Sy
gnsAEnsMafnalszing 5 &

Framsimunisymaiiananszinlg TastlsAanndananssnuaingniunisaineueni
utalananazanaimededssmalneldniantu uletna il At Reumiion “asnan
(bridge) ﬁﬁm‘ﬁuﬁmﬁlu Ay ﬁuﬁmﬂu@ﬂ eElnfuuasAanIasNanLLan (externality) dULAAAN
Ufdniusressinuaneing ) lunaliesszndnelszme wreaiuil AngnennatuANlianIwwIndaN
fuanadenanalng Hannliusiueu (uncertainty) ﬁ@ﬂﬁzﬁmvhﬁmmmﬂuié’

fqunanalan dszegnd dunilan émwmﬁuLmﬁlfauﬂi:mﬂmmmﬁmmm{mﬁ finainng
aufiuleunasaniauenateiionnmuarysanin Tnadadesiag (vision) ﬂ@ “msmaﬂivmﬂim
Tnapuaziennwdaedundeulyneadulssmeaiannuda faousiueg sfads uazdedhy Wil na.
Fenn199195udn “nsinadsumd 5 B vide “AsinelsvimaA 5S (ml,l,ﬂ@m\ammnmmmﬂqw
Fatlsynenidag 5 Uszifugmsaans vidn 5 @ Wan (fve pillars) 1o (1) HAusiuag (2) AAnw
ffada flaglny (3) ANMIFIUAINA (4) mmu%m”mmmu WAz (5) NWaa (MFA, 2019b) afle s
gnsAans 5 Usznng Aansewadan Faselilil

o ° , o 4 . v o co 4 o da

TANUAN (security). TuAuANsUAe InensedunnudniusiudsemaAieuung
NeNwAULIETA WA LU AT T AERUATIHIANNAILATHLUITILLAY WAZEAN
ane LAY eI U AN Sz uI e auLazN I ELAL
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meldBunlanvanedasnnaisuadsaaasenufiuaielul nasmusvinfinenly
guzszina “daaingina” (middlie power) YNANANANNLIN AT LN AZ I AAINL L HLEL
(MFA, 2019b, p. 1) sLumm"LwawmmumLuumwNf&quﬁﬂummummmfwnﬂi”mﬂ 8 AN
au memﬂu famqm'al,um‘lummmmmmmmm Tmaﬂmmﬂmm “PNNANAR" WAz “Natsslamil
WIATNR” esNEANNEUAsITNA m@@mummuummmﬂumm (MFA, 2019b, pp. 1-2)

1lszgANaE e (ASEAN Community) Lﬂuwﬁﬂugmmmiﬁmﬂaxmﬂ"[mlmzﬁugﬁmﬂ
wazlnalAuansunuinidsgnlunisudnsumonuiuguinaiaaesanidau (ASEAN centrality)
annilnenssNdauninaa (regional architecture) N1lAeAaan 819 mﬁum?ifauﬂimmmmwgﬁ@
adau wazunumetnaudeiulunsUssquenduuindsanusandesunisdieuazanuiuag
luniniateide-uilEin (ASEAN Regional Forum — ARF) Lflusiu (MFA, 2019b, pp. 1-2)

wamm E/x?ilu (susta/nab/l/ty) ﬂ’]i“l/lE]VLVIEISLMF}QWNZMﬁmﬂUﬂ’]ﬁ‘meu’]@ﬂNﬂi‘@Uﬂ@NV}ﬂ
am ﬁmeL@W%mﬁ‘wwmmmﬁm LW@lMLﬂm “ﬂ'gmm\m\‘mm\‘mwu” (sustamable prosperity) %‘m
gﬁuﬁmﬂ’limwﬂi‘”mﬁ AR “mmlﬁn'ﬂuim" (connectivity) LN@L‘ﬂulﬂmu F;l‘l’]ﬁﬂ’m[ﬂﬁ‘ﬂ’]ﬁ‘[ﬂ’]\iﬂi"’mﬂ 5
Jaamansu “m’mmam‘[mamﬂii@ﬂm@” (seamless connectivity) AENTLAAILNLNA NI 9dU
Tuﬂﬁ?ﬂ?”mummmum@iumm‘wLﬂm“ﬂmﬂumiwmmLL@"m?LmuvamLﬂmﬁm (MFA, 20193,
p.7) mf_lslmm@‘ummifmmmuﬂmmﬂ a7 m?m\‘imﬂm (organ) muuu’mmmﬁmmmmme
NNIAAFBLTZATWIIUIZUINBIATNEINFN ] Tunsavaestszaanedean s n1suanAuANm
L%@NT?N‘H@QVLV]EJ ET\‘iLL@mmumﬂﬂuﬁﬁmwﬁvmﬂimuL'Jﬁwumﬁmuqﬁmﬂummﬂﬂu [ AN
$auileiaide (Asian Cooperation Dialogue — ACD) WATENSANARTAITNIINNDNIATENABIIA-
Wngzan-Lalea (Ayeyawady-Chao Phraya-Mekong Economic Cooperation Strategy — ACMECS)

Wi (MFA, 2019b, p. 3)

u@ﬂmﬂmmﬁ@u‘iﬂﬁwﬁu Inelaande “ﬂ’]i‘i{]ﬂﬁlmi‘t@ﬁﬂ” (economic diplomacy) %LL@;‘:
genelanialunisasuliiuniaenturesing aoisiReniu Lﬁuﬁmmum:ﬁq@mﬁﬂmnummﬁ
Alﬁvﬁmwa"fmnﬂu‘lﬁﬂNmiﬁ%ﬁm@ﬁﬁﬁ\im"ﬂéw”u 279 NaiRssieniATHgRiANAEN ARz TUReN
wazN1IaFaiessaasey (MFA, 2019b, p. 7)

W?@Nﬁu‘ﬁ Tnegaiu “mamﬂmﬁ@miﬁmm” (development diplomacy) LueIlbWsL5may1
\AsEgRaneLiies (Sufficiency Economy Philosophy — SEP) ifluuuannaiaen (alterative approach)
”Lum@sg'qzjLﬂmmmmiﬁmmﬁ'ﬁqﬁu (Sustainable Development Goals — SDGs) UaNaNLseaa1F
AmFullszmanndaimu waznisatiuayuansanteF-16 (South-South Cooperation) Fauuanu
FANHBITUINT RN AIN LN ﬁqﬂi’mgr:i’]umiﬁmfiﬁﬁﬂixﬁm (chair) NgN 77 (G77) ya9lnelull
A.A. 2016 (MFA, 2019Db, p. 4)

AxM3§IUAINA (standard). ARz mALanandeaanssyinltAnAn L EuLEY &
sreeUfRmuRusnItiszdneszme Alnendund é’qmmﬁ miLéﬁmﬁtymmmgmmﬂaﬁrﬁfqé’w
%\‘1Lﬂuﬂqﬂmmﬁi@mim@@nauﬁwaﬂm FufunAeNTWINkINNLsznTg Anilunnssddtyaes
fgu1a Inennsenszaunimsgunelu Wiiuldmuiusnsdiszudnedszme dsrauasudriadu
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A6 (MFA, 2019b, pp. 4-5) Aaaeinaidi AvNd1LFaTe9Aziasan Tunisiasaiuauning loy e
Uanlumaed (yellow card) grannnssnissasnadlng Fadaliletl m.a. 2015 Lﬁmmﬂﬁmmm?ﬁﬁ
ﬂizmﬁlﬁmﬂgumm (IUU fishing) LaZN1TIaTaNTenimneyineIuzading fu e9dn1snistunazau
721979132 A (International Civil Aviation Organization — ICAO) WAa4ANTLANTNNIILYRIANTT
wazannnglsl szudnel A.A. 2015-2017 iatanaauns (red flag) tsvmelne Iiignanunasnng
TureslnenduunRanaannanunsalunisudedis iusi (MFA, 2019a, pp. 8-9)

AanuzuasiigsAgd (status). anruzaedtlsuing \udiuntisuesgnsaansulaunsing
tlszina (foreign policy strategy) laaignunaagnegal (soft power) azdagidiuairan nansnd
. A X @ ad o 2 c a .
(image) wazTaiden (reputation) 2e9tszmdlng wanilinanisldlsundenad selamiuienn® (national
interest) lun13il §gunalildnisymdmuassu (cultural diplomacy) e lasninewng Aadls Al uaz
nsviesienzeding GaFweliniaamsgialdiudszme (MFA, 2019p, pp. 5-6)

Tunnsangnuzsesudnallssme (interational status) TnaiAnaninlunisasmeiissmeliidy
“LaiinnLUaLaide” (Geneva of Asia) MHNEIAIINAN miﬁmuﬂﬁ’lmLﬂu@uﬂ’mu‘ﬁ'[%\iLL@xmﬁmﬂimu
m@q@qﬂ‘m%lxmg'mﬂ‘lﬁmiﬁwﬁmmmﬂi:mmﬁ wATATINUAIUNENIALRIBIANIIITNINL TN A
vl EmnaAdea L ifeqazens Ui Ul uian (position) 1e9tlszimaludsanlan wingaiy
ﬂiz‘ﬂmﬁrﬁi@tmwgﬁ@imﬁfm (MFA, 20193, p. 9) u@nmn‘ﬂ AaINA AR89 WlaunefnlssinAueg
IneldlfnudrdyiunmenuniA (multilateral diplomacy) anlnemaan Eaaflifuanefitngu
UIENUU AD nsdadTumiuudIuszndnlszima (international partnership) eAINLEaN
HOUAZWIL ARDAAUATIIALUNUNATEN (multilateralism) vinunanauunltiuivan sy
@eandulivmienanAdien (unilateralism) Tunnsivuavinfiaestlsymannnay (MFA, 2019b, p. 6)

AWAI (synergy). N13UTTAUNAS (synergized efforts) LﬂuLmuﬁnﬁﬁmmzﬁﬁﬁmémﬂ
nsztnum iUl esnasTne nstlsyanundadndaain ity fassninsdausannasing 1
fliAeadasfuniatiuua wardfimuleune wazsendndausanisnielu Ay ﬁmzéLLmu”meﬁﬂiz'%ﬁ
nslusnatlssina uananniiu Safinistssanunuiudananuss fusandn uasieaiu Taganisind
AT LAY e lNsenTelaLnefiausenrdas UL LN aNN A zas BasnariulU T sas
Uszidfu aids Fgunadennitiu “nsymiszandy” dhunsdadiulinindausing o Hdousanuazlizy
dselgaiannnissinatlszina (MFA, 2019b, p. 10)
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andsrana

-

pnneuninldussanaiensiuuaulaunesvlssmasdaiguna wawen dezegns

o

uUnileTn LarenaAIanin1IANLITIna 5 %qﬂﬂmq%’gmm‘lumiﬂﬁ?ﬁ"ywuﬁrﬁumﬂu@ﬂ Turindiaty

be

fluazaimadaduny ilenauAInuman8sINAN

mswalknlszmavinumananszualanaaning

nanaudnangnisiiiesueinein luheungenAN A.A. 2014 | Frhaniausenafuansig
dszina Insiannznguizdsransdloy wu anigs wazannmglsd dunislduinsnimiaesegia
nanegLuuy fedanansznuseszmelnelanmse Lf‘immnLﬂuﬂixmﬁVjé’%mzmmmﬁﬁﬁmmmim
anunend “Tandexlne” dresiu ﬁ‘uLﬂum:ummﬁuﬁmﬂmﬁi@ﬂﬁiﬁqwﬁgmm Tutasaannie
wiamsasuunensies

maUfrifulaunasunissinsdsamaresing vie meyalne Tiunisseniutiunediiianoim
Haveju (flexibility) 1fFauiaiian “ligan” (bamboo bending with the wind) tagiAn9n “an” dnidinla
A MNIEDE WATRTR9NNNNILHBITENT NN 1UIA %qmmx@'mﬁ@ﬂwgnﬁmLL;Juﬂ"ﬁ WaTNIg
dendafindennelfiinanudemeetnc g nasssenalstenitessni ednslsfia Auiingnn
Iiuiesduvilasaiony nanie aviifmnamuiernaiiime sise aoallintiueunianis
dlesmelusznd el LNARUNINITRBgLAZIAT TR NNg Nl sz ARz TuANY A
FgunaewEing AsiuiduusianduuanANFeANTELEITNTBNTTLBL (regime) wazmsdfuAden
ﬂiuwmwlfé’ﬁ@u"lm‘gmimi fneldnNuN17aldN9FY (Raksaseri, 2018) nisangtlszwmelnedag 1 1
wINTR4IFLA Naen Uszend uRasdauednelidadnAty (Cogan, 2019; Storey, 2015) LA
naeduAuduNUsiuSaTe (Reuters, 2016) RAANANILNLANNAINNSLATULSINAGUANTNR
1lsza151lme (Fangye, 2015) %nﬁuﬂumm&ﬂﬁm&@’wm (signal) lulffaFgunaeiEng Danaldanis
gmaAans lununisdedlan WINAUT LAz UENRAT NAN meldtlnafasiaansanaLai (bandwagon)
fuau wavdananalidiudn Inedeilifadedusia@endnsesdnsog (Dominguez, 2015)

uanwileanauuaziady §5una waen Uszens danenenunssduduiug Ay a1fniAe
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