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Abstract

As Chinese language education in Thailand’s international schools continues to develop,
some schools have begun to introduce the Chinese primary school Mandarin as the First
Language curriculum as part of their teaching provision, replacing the traditional model of
Teaching Chinese as a Foreign Language. However, in a cultural environment where student
backgrounds are highly diverse and an authentic Chinese-language context is largely absent,
implementing Mandarin as the First Language classroom teaching and promoting students’
cross-cultural adaptation and language acquisition remain important challenges in the current
process of curriculum implementation.

Taking British Mandarin International School (BMIS) in Thailand as a case study, this

research adopts a combination of classroom observation and semi-structured interviews. Year
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2 literacy lessons and Year 4 reading lessons were selected for classroom observation, and two
primary school Mandarin as the First Language teachers with different lengths of teaching
experience in Thailand and different cross-cultural education backgrounds were interviewed.
The study examines the classroom implementation of the Chinese Primary School Mandarin
as the First Language Curriculum Framework in Thailand’s international school context, with
particular attention to classroom practices, cultural adaptation strategies, and teachers’
professional support needs.

The findings indicate that: (1) teachers’ multimodal scaffolding plays a “buffering” role
in students’ language adaptation, helping to transform the adaptive stress experienced by non-
native Chinese-speaking students into motivation for language exploration; (2) students
demonstrate a pattern of “high behavioural integration but low cognitive integration”, meaning
that they participate actively in classroom activities, yet their deeper cultural comparison and
reflection remain limited; (3) the teacher interviews further show that the localisation of the
Mandarin as the First Language curriculum in Thailand does not simply involve removing
Chinese cultural content, but rather requires teachers to negotiate between cultural authenticity
and local adaptability through contextual substitution, association, and supplementation; and
(4) current cross-cultural teaching practices still rely heavily on individual teachers’ personal
experience and spontaneous classroom responses. At the school level, there remains a need to
develop systematic Sino-Thai cultural comparison resources, teacher training mechanisms, and
a dual evaluation framework.

On this basis, the paper argues that international schools may draw on the policy space
provided by Thailand’s “Foreign Language Zone” to develop structured, school-based modules
for Sino-Thai cultural comparison. Such an approach can transform incidental cultural
associations in the classroom into systematic critical thinking activities, enabling students to
move beyond the mastery of language forms and engage more deeply with the cultural

meanings embedded in the curriculum.

Keywords: Classroom Observation; International School; Mandarin as the First Language

Curriculum; Acculturation; Scaffolding Instruction; Cross-cultural Adaptation
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