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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this study are to (1) systematically catalogue animated works broadcast
in mainland China and construct a dedicated corpus of Chinese animation; (2) conduct an in-
depth analysis of lexical usage in children’s animated programs; and (3) establish a core
vocabulary list for Chinese animation. Drawing on a dataset comprising 30 seasons and 2,332
episodes from Big Head Son and Small Head Dad, Pleasant Goat and Big Big Wolf, and Boonie
Bears, the study employs corpus-linguistic methods to build a specialized corpus of Chinese

children’s animation and, on this basis, examines the lexical features of children’s Chinese.
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Corpus analysis reveals a pronounced concentration in the use of high-frequency
characters: the five most frequent characters are “I&”, “A”, “ 1 ”, “K”, and “4Kr”. The
distribution of the top 100 and top 200 high-frequency characters indicates that they are
predominantly first-level characters, followed by second-level characters. At the lexical level,
the five most frequent words are all monosyllabic items—specifically “3&”, “f#”, 7>, “Wi”
and “fR” Statistical analysis of the top 200 high-frequency words further confirms that they
consist mainly of first-level and second-level vocabulary items.

An examination of the distinctive lexical items across the three animated series shows that
Big Head Son and Small Head Dad features unique vocabulary centered on everyday life
scenarios and kinship terms; Pleasant Goat and Big Big Wolf exhibits a distinctive lexical
system revolving around “problems/challenges—peer collaboration—solutions”; and Boonie
Bears contains unique vocabulary primarily associated with wildlife and forest ecology.

Keywords: animation, corpus linguistics, children’s vocabulary
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