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Abstract

Both Chinese (Sino-Tibetan language family, Chinese branch) and Burmese (Sino-Tibetan
language family, Tibeto-Burman branch) share a genetic relationship but differ significantly in
grammatical morphology. Both languages employ numerous modal particles to express
declarative mood, yet they exhibit distinct divergences in semantic functions, contextual
applicability, and cultural adaptability. This study, supported by the Contrastive Analysis
Hypothesis (CAH), Speech Act Theory, and Semantic Category Theory, selects five core
Chinese declarative modal particles ("fJ" de, " 1" le, "I" a, "IE" ba, "W" ma)—chosen for
their high frequency, comprehensive semantic functions, and high error rate among Burmese
learners, covering core declarative functions such as affirmation, conjecture, evidentiality, and
information delivery—and their Burmese counterparts for comparative analysis across three
dimensions: semantic function, contextual adaptation, and cultural association. The research
reveals fundamental similarities (consistent coverage of core mood functions, convergent
emotional derivation paths) and differences (morphological constraints, structural dependence,
and semantic realization methods) between the two. Findings indicate that Burmese declarative
particles frequently serve dual roles as grammatical markers (e.g., for tense), whereas Chinese
particles rely more heavily on contextual cues for semantic differentiation; this divergence
often leads Burmese learners of Chinese to errors such as overgeneralization of " J" (le) and
omission of "f]" (de). Consequently, this paper proposes three pedagogical strategies: explicit
contrastive analysis, contextual gradation, and targeted error correction, providing an empirical
foundation for teaching Chinese declarative particles to Burmese-speaking learners.

Keywords: Chinese-Burmese modal particles; Declarative mood; Semantic comparison;

Teaching Chinese as a Foreign Language (TCFL); Burmese-speaking learners
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