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ABSTRACT

This research article aims to study and analyze the principles and strategies for trans-
lating the names of mass transit stations, specifically rail systems, in Bangkok and its metro-
politan area from Thai into Chinese. The data collection involved station names translated from
Thai to Chinese from four types of rail systems, including the BTS (Skytrain), MRT (Metro),
ARL (Airport Rail Link), and SRT (State Railway of Thailand). A total of 132 station names
(excluding duplicate names) appearing in the "Bangkok Metropolitan Train" application were
studied and analyzed for translation principles and strategies from Thai to Chinese. The results
revealed the use of four translation strategies as follows: (1) Transcription for 100 stations,
accounting for 75.76%; (2) Meaning-based translation for 15 stations, accounting for 11.36%,
which can be divided into two types: 2.1) Meaning Translation for 9 stations, and 2.2) Literal
Meaning Translation for 6 stations; (3) Hybrid translation (half transcription and half meaning-
based translation) for 14 stations, accounting for 10.61%, which can be divided into three types:
3.1) Mixed Transliteration of well-known and accepted terms with classifiers for 4 stations,
3.2) Mixed Transliteration of difficult-to-translate terms or terms that lose meaning if translated
with classifiers for 3 stations, and 3.3) Mixed Transliteration with numbers for 7 stations; and
(4) Renaming for 3 stations, accounting for 2.27%. Transliteration was found to be the most
commonly used strategy for translating the names of modern mass transit stations, as it is a
simple method that can maintain the phonetic symbol of the station name in the source lan-
guage.

KEYWORDS: Translation Strategies from Thai to Chinese, Translating Proper Name from
Thai to Chinese, Rapid Transit Stations Names, “Bangkok Metro” Application
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