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ABSTRACT

Notes(2£1C)), a novel style particularly for the classic Chinese(3 %) writings of short
stories, has peaked in the Qing Dynasty(J& %) with two pinnacles: Strange Tales from Liaozhai
Studio( 75 & 5+) and Yuewei Cottage Notes(|i 1l & & %8 12), each of which employes
disparate narrative paradigms towards to their ghost themed stories. The storytelling manner in
Liaozhai is more complicated alike the Tang-Romance(JF X /% %F) whereas Yuewei takes a
rather straight way parallel to the most classic Supernatural Tales of the Six Dynasties(7~ ¥ &
%). Among Liaozhai and Yuewei had Night Chronicles(T V5B %)& Autumn lantern talks(FK
fT M 1), etc., and after Yuewei had Ear Feeding Record(H 1 3%)& Mystery Novels from
Zuicha-tzu(T% %5 £ %), all of whose writing-styles and novel-volumes had met the criteria of
mini-novels. Especially in the chronologically last Mystery Novels from Zuicha-tzu(F¢ %< E1%),
its shorter Notes only have a dozen words, while the word counts of its longer novels exceeds
no more than one thousand as well. Acclaimed by its author Li Qichen(Z JX J£), the subtle but
profound writing style of the Mystery Novels from Zuicha-tzu is a combination of both Liaozhai
and Yuewei, knitting characters, backgrounds and plots of the stories closely together just as
one piece. Therefore, this paper, conducting the quantitative-qualitative content-analyzing
approach examining the ghostly mini-novels most if not all from Mystery Novels from Zuicha-
tzu, aims to deconstruct the prototype categories of the narrative paradigms within the Qing
min-novels.

Keywords: Qing Dynasty; Ghostly Note; Mystery Novels from Zuicha-tzu; Mini-novel;
Narrative paradigm; Prototype category
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