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ABSTRACT

This article investigated four classical Chinese textbooks. The main objective was to
analyze the structure of the textbooks as well as to compare the classical and modern Chinese
explanations of the idiom “The Fight between the Snipe and the Clam.” The results revealed that
four textbooks shared some similarities and differences in terms of the structure and the use of
classical Chinese language. In terms of the differences, it was found that the content, the content
arrangement, the use of symbols in the selected textbooks were different. For example, if the focus
of the textbook was on idiom, the contents about politics would be excluded. That reflects the
transmission of classical language and the different perspectives of the writer of four textbook.

Keywords : Chinese textbooks, classical Chinese, The Fight between the Snipe and the Clam
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