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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this paper is to analyze the phenomenon of women remarrying in Yi Jian
Zhi, to show the culture of women remarrying in the Southern Song Dynasty, and to reveal the
marriage life and moral principles of the Southern Song society. The Yi Jian Zhi records 16
remarried women, who belonged to the gentry class of the Southern Song Dynasty. Most of
these women remarried after being widowed due to their psychological and physical needs, the
help and promotion from within their own class, and their good economic conditions and the
generous marriage culture of the Southern Song Dynasty enabled them to remarry successfully
or even remarry three times. Among these remarried women, except for five whose endings
were not explained by the author, the endings of the other women were not good, including
nine who had miserable endings, accounting for 81.8% of the remarried women whose endings
were explained in Yi Jian Zhi. Six of the remarried women retaliated by the ghosts of their
former husbands, accounting for 54.5% of the remarried women whose endings were explained
in Yi Jian Zhi. From the analysis of these remarried women of the gentry class, we can see the
contradictory attitude of the Southern Song gentry class towards women's remarriage: on the
one hand, they yielded to the social reality and tacitly approved or even supported the
remarriage of women of their class, and they would marry remarried women; on the other hand,
they have put together the stories of these women who remarried with tragic endings and
published them in books, using ghost and god legends to intimidate and prevent women from
remarrying. In terms of the remarriage stories of these 16 women of the gentry class, the Yi
Jian Zhi is a tool for the Southern Song gentry class to attempt to influence society as a whole
with the moral principles of the marriage of their class.
Keywords: Yi Jian Zhi, the Southern Song Dynasty, gentry class, women remarriage,
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