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ABSTRACT

Both China and Thailand are etiquette-oriented countries with a fine tradition of courtesy.
Since the joint construction of “The Belt and Road” Southeast Asian route, the two sides
have enjoyed mutual benefit and connectivity. Friendly exchanges between the two peoples
have increased and the field of communication is increasing, so the correct use of honorific
and self-depreciatory expressions is very important and it can effectively facilitate
cross-cultural communication. However, in view of different political, historical and cultural
backgrounds of the two sides, and the relatively limited number of language professionals
who are familiar with the two languages, it is necessary to clarify the similarities and
differences between Chinese and Thai honorific and self-depreciatory language systems.
Through comparative study, it is found that the pragmatic principles of the two systems are
basically the same, and the appropriate honorifics are selected according to dynamic contexts.
However, the political systems of China and Thailand are different, and the social hierarchy
of Thailand is clear. There are obvious differences between Chinese and Thai honorific and
self-depreciatory language systems, which are mainly reflected in the constructive way and
the classification standard. The detailed difference locks the following four concrete
categories—appellation honorific and self-depreciatory language, modal particles, auxiliary
verbs, verbal honorific and self-depreciatory language. Different from Chinese, modal
particles and auxiliary verbs are typical special categories in Thai honorific and
self-depreciatory language system, in which the former, the status modal particle is mainly
used to perform the function of respect and modesty, which is placed at the end of the
sentence and is different between males and females.

Key words: honorific and self-depreciatory language, culture, pragmatic principle, dynamic

context
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