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ABSTRACT

This research is study of the phonological characteristics of the Cantonese dialects, “Sam
Yap” accent in Thailand. The objectives of this study are : 1. A study of the consonants, vowels
and tones of the Cantonese in Thailand; 2. To study the changes of the Cantonese language in
Thailand, by comparison with the Guangzhou Dialect which is considered the standard
Cantonese in China; 3.And a comparative study of the phonological characteristics of
Cantonese in Thailand and Thai language for the benefit of teaching. This study used data from
the 1000 — word Chinese survey document and the consonant, vowel, tone survey document.
By bringing the survey document to collect field data from 7 informants from the North, the
South, the Central region, and 2 from each region, and 1 from the Northeast in Thailand.

The result found that the phonological characteristics of the Cantonese dialects, “Sam Yap”
accent in Thailand consists of 18 consonant phonemes, 80 vowel phonemes and 9 tone
phonemes. In addition, 3 vowel phonemes were also found to change their vowel form from
“cen”, “ien” and “cet” to “on”, “ion” and "ot”, respectively. As for the 4™ (13) tone, tendency
to change to the 5™ (33) tone. For a comparative study of the phonological characteristics of
Cantonese in Thailand and Thai language, it was found that there were 12 vowel phonemes
that did not exist in the Thai phonetic system. And Cantonese has 9 tone phoneme, Thai has 5
tone phoneme. Benefits from this study makes it possible to see the uniqueness of the
Cantonese language in Thailand, and make teachers understand the similarities and differences
between the two languages, so that teachers can design teaching materials to suit their learners
who want to learn Cantonese correctly.

Keyword: Phonology, Cantonese dialect, “Sam Yup” accent, Thai language
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