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ABSTRACT

The objective of this research was to evaluate the patterns and the translational
strategies of Buddhism amulet patterns in Thai to Chinese. The information used in this study
was originated from The instruction book of the emperor of amulet (Chinese version): Phra
Somdej amulet study course (Toh Brahmaransi) ik TR %% 22 523t G AfF 78 A2 204
45 ) This book is designed for foreigners, who respect Buddhism and are interested in
Buddhism amulets. The author is Chan Somde;j . The researchers collected pattern titles of Phra
Somdej from 3 temples and studied all patterns, which are 18 titles. For analysis, we employed
3 translational criteria, which are Yan Fu’s Fidelity, Expressiveness and Xuanzang’s five
guidelines for not-translating a term. Here, we report 11 translated pattern titles according to
the standard translation; in other words, the percentage was 61.11%. Data were presented as
the overall view of the most to the least commonly translational strategies and the percentages
of each translation strategy were in parenthesis. The most commonly translational strategy was
Rendition (36.37%), followed by Deletion (18.18%), Transcription (18.18%), Conventionality
(9.09%), Substitution (9.09%), and Transposition (9.09%), respectively.

For the translational problems, we referred to 3 translational criteria. The results show
that 7 translated pattern titles did not comply with the mentioned criteria; in other words, the
percentage was 38.89%. Data were presented as the highest to the lowest encountered
frequency and percentages were presented in parenthesis. Firstly, translators were unable to
choose correct Chinese words for transferring entire Thai titles to Chinese titles (50.00%).
Secondly, translators tended to translate the exact meaning of words appearing in the original
version, so the meanings of translated titles were different from the original one (25.00%).
Thirdly, translators lack of cultural or specific knowledge; therefore, translated titles were
inaccurate or could not be interpreted (16.67%). Fourthly, translators had insufficient Chinese
grammar and sentence structures (8.33%). In conclusion, according to mentioned translational
problems, we suggest the correct and suitable translational strategies.

Key words, Translational strategy, Chinese translation, Phra Somdej, Translational problem
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