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The Folklore of Novice to be Elephant Parade : A Case Study of Taklang Village

in Krapo Subdistrict, Thatoom District, Surin Province
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Abstract

The purposes of this research were: 1) to study the history of the beliefs,
elements, rites and goals of the folklore of novice to be elephant parade of Kui
people at Taklang village in Krapo subdistrict, Thatoom district, Surin Province; 2)
to study the roles of the relations between the folklore of novice to be elephant
parade and Kui ways of life in terms of the relationships between human being
and elephants, and the creation of community members’ unity; and 3) to find out
the ways to restore, preserve and inherit the folklore of novice to be elephant
parade at Taklang village in Krapo subdistrict, Thatoom district, Surin Province.
The data of the folklore of novice to be elephant parade of Kui community were
collected by the related documents, fieldworks, interview and participatory
observation. The collected data were analyzed according to the mentioned main

points of the study which were represented as the analytic description. The
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findings were as follows: 1. The folklore of novice to be elephant parade at
Taklang village was originated from two cultures: Buddhist culture and belief of
Kui culture. The former referred to the belief of Buddhism in which the 20 year-
old men must ordain as the monk hoods to make an obligation to their parents
and maintain Buddhism. There were 4 elements in the folklore of novice to be
elephant parade, including, persons who are related to the rituals, the date and
time of making the rituals, the place for making the rituals, and the equipments
for making the rituals. There were 2 steps in making the rituals, namely,
preparation and operation steps. There were 5 traditional beliefs: the beliefs of
persons, date and time, place, equipments, and steps in making the rituals. Kui
people at Taklang community believed that riding elephants for novice parade
may get the immense merit because it was believed that they will follow the
Lord Buddha's trace and those who participate in the rituals will also receive
merit.

2. The relations between the folklore of novice to be elephant parade and
Kui ways of life : the latter concerned with Kui’'s ways of life who lived uniquely
had a long relationship with elephants as if they were as members of Kui s
family. Therefore, elephants were taken to participate in several ceremonies to
show the unity between the human being and elephants. Kui community still
maintain both cultures’ regulation firmly both in ordination ceremony and in the
supplementary in Kui cultures’ belief.

3. The folklore of novice to be elephant parade of Taklang village was
originated from two beliefs ; Buddhist belief, and ghost and spirit belief.
Therefore, the village leaders, monks and people found the ways to restore,
preserue and inherit the folklore of novice to be elephant parade by holding on
this folklore annually, arranging documents, pamphets and steps in preparation of
the folklore of novice to ge elephant parade for distributing to villagers and
people who are interested in study and preservation at the center of elephant
studies. This can be utilized for tourists to study and visit in the future.

The findings of this research could be applied to do activities of people
in communities using the beliefs to interweave people in the communities, give
the affection and unity thoroughly to everyone as one lived in one family that

must be taken care. All mentioned above were also used to study the history of



Kui community and to inherit and
maintain the traditions and cultures of

Kui community.
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