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Naga : The social consciousness of the Mekong region
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Abstract

"Naga" is a symbol that represents the realization of the Mekong. Believed that Naga was
sacred act to protect, care for the people and treat an abundance of resources Mekong. It is as
a mechanism of social control and living a normal life. This belief is reflected through the namative
and rituals of the Mekong that is the Buddhist society which has for long time. As shown in the
ordination ritual serpent that represents the transition status of Buddhists into priest. The legendary of

step upon the world is said to Lord Buddha win at the serpent who is the native land of the
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Mekong. Beside that there are also local stories mentioned that the Naga is protecting and

preserving the abundant local resources included soil, water and living organisms. As shown in
the legend urangkatad, Legend of the padang-nangai and the legendary suwankomkam etc.
People around Mekong basin believed together like this. It was demonstrated to social con
sciousness of the people to focus on the Mekong region which present the relationship between

people and the land and local resources that were still intertwine the local people into together.

Keywords : Naga, Mekong, Ordained
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