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Abstract

The systematization and notation of Thai music have a long historical backeround.
Several prominent figures in the Thai music community have invented and developed
notation systems to facilitate teaching and learning, as well as to preserve musical
compositions from being lost over time. Thai musical notation takes various forms, utilizing
numbers, English letters, and Thai characters to represent pitch levels. These notation
systems have been applied to the instruction of Thai musical instruments in both Piphat
and string ensembles, with a particular focus on melodic instruments such as the Pi Nai,
Ranat Ek, Khong Wong Yai, Khong Wong Lek, and Ranat Thum. The mixed Piphat Mai
Nuam and string ensemble is formed by integrating the structural elements of a traditional
Piphat ensemble with a string ensemble. This is achieved by removing the high-pitched
instruments and using padded mallets (Mai Nuam) for the percussion instruments. The
pitch calibration for this mixed ensemble is anchored by the Khlui Phiang Aw, making it
necessary to lower the pitch of the Piphat instruments by one step. Consequently,
performers must adapt their playing techniques and melodic variations to harmonize with
the ensemble’s primary melody. Recognizing the profound value that musical arrangement
and notation for the mixed Piphat Mai Nuam and string ensemble hold for Thai music

education, the author has compiled this article.

Keywords: Musical Designation, Musical Notation, Piphat Ensemble, String Ensemble, Mixed Piphat

Mai Nuam and String Ensemble, Thai Music Education
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