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Abstract

This research aimed to: 1) enhance the English reading ability of first-year English
majors at the Faculty of Education, Rattana Bundit University, using the Directed Reading-
Thinking Activity (DR-TA) method; and 2) compare the students’ English reading ability before
and after learning with the DR-TA method. The sample consisted of 17 first-year English
majors from one classroom during the 2024 academic year, selected through cluster random
sampling. The research instruments included DR-TA reading lesson plans and a 30 -item,
four-choice multiple-choice test on English reading ability. The statistics used for data
analysis were percentage, mean, standard deviation, and a t-test for dependent samples.

The research findings revealed that:

1) the students who learned through the DR-TA method improved their English
reading ability to a level of 70.60 %; and

2) the students’ reading ability after being taught with the DR-TA method was
significantly higher than before the intervention at the .05 statistical level, with a pre-test

mean score of 11.71 and a post-test mean score of 21.18.
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English Reading Ability, Directed Reading Thinking Activity (DR-TA)
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