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Abstract

This article entitled “Tujia Folk Song Transmission: A Case Study of the Master Artist
Who Conveyed the Tujia Song of the Nation in Tongren City, Guizhou Province, China” aims
to study the process of transmitting Tujia folk song in Tongren city, Guizhou province, China.
Data were collected in Yanhe Tujia autonomous county, Tongren city, Guizhou province,
China using a qualitative method. The data were collected from Mr. Wang Bo, the artist who
is regarded as a master artist broadcasted the national Tujia song and his 5 students, namely
Mr. She Qianlong, Mrs. Wang Lingling, Mrs. Jiang Na, Mr.Tian Qimin, and Mr. Zhang Jiahong via
interview and observation methods. The results of the study showed that:

The transmission of Tujia folk song according to Smith and Ragan’s theory has 4
steps: 1) Introduction: the lyrics prepared for teaching are firstly distributed to students and
the teacher sings to the students first. 2) Body: The teacher divides the students into small
groups, then teaches one sentence at a time by having students sing along. When the students
can sing, the teacher continues to teach the rest until the end of the song. The students are
also taken to study in real locations. 3) Conclusion: the teacher tells the student to sing the
whole song in groups as summarizing and reviewing the contents of the lesson, and
4) Assessment: the teacher requires the students to sing individually as the teacher determines,

and the students are taken to the actual stage to perform.

Keywords:
Tujia Folk Song, Transmission, Master Artist, China
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