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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were to study factors that could enhance the strength
of community welfare fund, and problem and obstacle in strengthening community welfare
fund of Lamphun province. The results of this research found that there were 3 factors
contributing to enhance the strength of community welfare fund at statistically significant level
of 0.05 with correlation from high to low respectively as follows : 1) Participation of members
in managing community welfare fund 2) Government support on funding and staffs
3) Knowledge, capability, and managing skills of managing committees. The result of this
study found that the strength of community welfare fund in 2011 of Lamphun province was
at moderate level. Problems in strengthening community welfare fund in Lamphun province
with frequency from high to low respectively as follows : 1) Some community leaders did not
understand the principles of community welfare fund, causing them to focus on personal
benefits over the long term stability and sustainability of the community welfare fund
2) Community welfare fund was overlapping with other funding projects in community
3) Delayed coordination between government agencies and community welfare fund
4) Sense of ownership among members was at low level 5) Committees lack of computer
knowledge and operating skills 6) Insufficient budget to operate and unorganized documentation
system 7) Lack of publicity to expand membership base. Obstacles in enhancing the strength
of community welfare fund in Lamphun province with frequency from high to low respectively
as follows : 1) The lack of office and instruments such as computer to facilitate data collection
2) Local administrative organization gave low interest to community welfare fund. The study
had suggestions about enhancing the strength of community welfare fund in Lamphun
province with frequency from high to low respectively as follows : 1) To increase public
awareness on principle and activity of community welfare fund via community radio broadcast,
pamphlet, etc. 2) To request higher budget from associating organizations 3) To educate
committees and members on the principle of community welfare fund 4) To consolidate
funding products in community, increase member participation, including young generation
5) To build network of community funds and request local administrative organization to
support budget in the same level as government at 1:1:1 annually.

Keywords : Knowledge Capability and Managing Skills of Managing Committees,
Government Support on Funding and Staffs, Participation of Members in Managing Community
Welfare Fund
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