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Abstract

This research article aims to study (1) the formation and development of the Muslim socio—
political movements in the three southern border provinces of Thailand (2) the strategies and operations
of social-political movements of Muslim groups in the three southern border provinces of Thailand (3)
impacts of the socio-political actions of Muslim groups in the three southern border provinces of
Thailand on the structural, social, cultural, and individual levels. This dissertation used concepts of
resource mobilization theory, political process theory, and social theory. Qualitative research methods
were used in this research. A theoretical framework was used as the foundation for the literature review
and document analysis. 18 stages of the participant and non-participant observation and in-depth
interviews with a specific sample of 40 people, participant and non-participant observation and in-

depth interviews were conducted. Key databases were derived from research studies collected from
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stakeholders connecting diverse dimensions in the three southern border provinces of Thailand.
Regarding the formation and development of the social-political movement of the Muslim group in three
southern border provinces of Thailand, problems arose not because of history, ethnicity, religion,
language, education, or culture but because of the political structure, which made compliance with
government policies incompatible with identity. Particularly, the issue of legitimacy and participation in
society, politics, and the government led to individuals and elites who disagreed with state policy and
have divergent viewpoints. In addition, from the events of each time in the past period, it was
evident that socio-political movements of Muslim groups were created and developed in response
to beliefs and behaviors in contradiction with the identity of Muslim society. In terms of strategy
and operations, there were two types of political social movements of Muslim groups: illegal
underground groups and being outside the legitimate political system by organizing underground
organizations. It used both violence and nonviolence for organizational reasons and by utilizing the
identity of the local people as a resource for movement through the political process and structure
of Muslim society. The second form, a legitimate social movement in the normal political system, was
the result of the development of conflicts and unrest in the area, causing and developing civil society
movements' support for the existence of social communities' identity in the three southern border
provinces of Thailand. On the impact of Muslim socio-political movements in the three Southern Border
Provinces of Thailand, there was a change in both the tangible and abstract forms on the structural,
social, cultural, and individual levels. Remarkably, the legislative structure and government policies
which were corresponded to the identity of the local people and affected the cultural and individual
levels, leading to the development of peaceful coexistence in the communities of three southern border

provinces of Thailand.

Keywords: the Muslim socio-political movements; the strategies and operations; impacts of the

socio-political actions of Muslim groups on the structural social cultural and individual levels.
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