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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to: firstly, study the environment of jail inmates who
committed repeated offending; secondly, compare repeated offending committed by inmates
who had different personal characteristics; and thirdly, study approaches of prevention and
solving of inmates’ repeated offending. The sample, purposively selected, comprised 6 9
prisoners who had committed repeated offending in Prachuap Khiri Khan Provincial Prison. The
research instruments consisted of a 5-level rating scale questionnaire and an in-depth interview.
The data analysis employed frequency, percentage, means, and standard deviation. The testing
of hypothesis employed t-test (independent sample) and F-test (One-way ANOVA). The results
of the research are as follows:

1. The jail inmates who committed repeated offending in Prachuap Khiri Khan Provincial
Prison were 26 — 30 years old, of whom 53.60% were male, 86.96% were single, 50.70% had
completed lower secondary education, 30.40% committed an offence for 2 to 8 times. Inmates
who were imprisoned for the second, third, fourth, and eighth time made up 56.50%, 17.40%,
11.60%,4.30% and 10.10% respectively. The length of imprisonment which was less than
1 year, 1-5 years, and more than 5 years made up 4.30%, 60.90%, and 34.70%, respectively.
Prior to imprisonment, 71.00% had held temporary hired jobs, 72.50% were from economically
middle-level families, 56.50% lived with parents, and 47.80% lived in rural villages.

2 . The top 3 environments outside the prison that the inmates who committed
repeated offending had lived were: the household’s economical status — their families had
low incomes and the incomes were not certain, due to the nature of temporary hired jobs; the
family’s physical conditions — most inmates had been single and had lived with parents; and
the community environment — there had been a trend that the mutually dependent rural life

style would be seen less and less in both the rural and the urban communities.
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3. In the comparison of the repeated offending it was found that the level of education
and how many times the offences were committed affected repeated offending differently with
statistical significance at the level of .05. Meanwhile, the inmates with different gender, age,
marital status, length of imprisonment, occupation before imprisonment, family status,
guardians before imprisonment, and community environment, did not make any difference in
repeated offending.

4. Approaches of prevention and solving of inmates’ repeated offending were suggested
as follows: projects with training activities aiming at spiritual development should be provided;
career training in the prison should meet the needs of the inmates and the inmates can really

make a living with that career after they are set free; aftercare programs should be carried out.

Keywords : Repeated offending; Jail inmate
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