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Abstract

This research aimed to study the problems of small enterprises in Phatthalung Province
and their readiness in participating in the ASEAN Economic Community. The sample for the study
included 400 employees working in small enterprises in Phatthalung Province and the sample
for in-depth interview consisted of 20 entrepreneurs of small enterprises. The instrument used
in collecting data was aquestionnaire and in-depth interview schedule. The data were analyzed
using the content analysis. The findings of the study shown that, the level of the problems faced
by small enterprises is ‘moderate.” They are faced mostly with the problem of budget with the

highest mean score, whereas the operators feel that they are not ready in their business manage-
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ment for participation in the AEC due to lack of knowledge and skills in international business,

capital investment, international law, skill in using English and quality standards of the products,

respectively.

Keywords: Problem, Small Enterprise Operators, Readiness in Participation in the ASEAN Economic

Community
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