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Abstract

Mahasarakham University has initiated a policy to extend educational opportunity, so
its campus area was added and extended and its main campus was moved from Talard
Sub-district in Muang District to Khamriang Sub-district in Kantarawichai District of Maha
Sarakham Province. Khamriang Sub-district is bordered to Thakhanyang Sub-district
where the ancient communities are located. The communities have inherited cultures
for many generations and made several changes occurred during the past time such as
economic extension, transportation, and usage of technology, resulting from the increase
of Mahasarakham University student population. Thus, the purposes of this study were
1) to study attitude of people in the Mahasarakham University surrounding community
people towards the Mahasarakham University students; 2) to compare the attitude of the
Mahasarakham University surrounding community people towards the Mahasarakham
University students with different genders, ages, educational backgrounds, occupations,
and current addrees ; and 3) to explore the expectation of the Mahasarakham University
surrounding community people about the Mahasarakham University students. Data were
collected from 468 people living in the 5 surrounding communities including the Ban
Thakhonyang community, the Ban Khamriang community, the Ban Dindum community,
the Srisawat community, and the Padchimtad community, using a questionnace as
aninstrument. Statistics used for testing hypotheses were t-test, and F-test (ANOVA).

The results of the research were as the following :

1. People as a whole and as classified according to gender, age, educational
background, occupation and current address showed attitudes toward the Mahasarakham

University students in general and in each of 4 aspects : society, culture, ethics and
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natural conservation, at the agreed level.

2. The people with different ages, occupations, communities and current addresses
indicated different attitudes toward the Mahasarakham University students in general and
in each aspect. The people with different genders differently showed attitudes
towards the students in two aspects : culture and natural conservation (p < .05).

The people with different educational backgrounds differently showed attitudes toward
the students in the aspect of culture (p < .05).

3. The people showed their expectations about the students with the three highest
orders as follows : 1) the students should have appropriate behaviors and being a role
model for the youth interms of concentrating in study, dressing properly and speaking
nicely. 2) The students should have adequate knowledge with morality. 3) The students
should be generous and courteos to others.

In conclusion, the attitudes and expectation of the people towards the Mahasarakham
University students were at the agreed level. Therefore, to develop the students’ qualification,
Mahasarakham University should pay close attention to the results of this study and use
them as a part of student development policy in order to respond to Mahasarakham

University’s philosophy “Public devotion is a virtue of the learned.”

Keyword : Mahasarakham University, Attitude, expectation
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