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Abstract

This research aims to study and design three-dimensional mascots inspired by sacred
guardian figures found in Thai temples, with the goal of promoting cultural tourism. The focus
is on creating characters that can effectively communicate cultural values and attract tourists.
A mixed-methods approach was employed. The qualitative research included document
review and semi-structured interviews with Thai art and culture experts and character
designers. The quantitative research comprised surveys of tourists and the general public. The
sample consisted of 400 tourists in Bangkok and the surrounding provinces. Research
instruments included semi-structured interview guides, questionnaires, and evaluations of
mascot prototypes.

The findings revealed four key elements for successful mascot design: (1) preserving a
clear Thai cultural identity and symbolism, (2) adapting the visual style to contemporary tastes
acceptable to the target audience, (3) achieving an appealing and friendly appearance without
diminishing sacred significance, and (4) establishing a distinctive narration and personality.
The developed mascot prototypes from the Blender Program received positive responses:
87.5% of participants felt the mascots effectively communicated cultural values, and 92.3%
expressed interest in purchasing related merchandise. The mascots also proved effective as a
medium for conveying knowledge about Thai history and Buddhist beliefs.

Three-dimensional development further enhanced applicability across various digital media
platforms, expanding reach among youth and international tourists seeking to learn about Thai
culture through contemporary channels.

This research, therefore, significantly contributes to adding value to Thailand's cultural heritage
and supporting sustainable tourism.

Keywords: Thai temple guardian figures, cultural tourism, cultural communication, three-

dimensional mascot
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