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Abstract

This was a qualitative study aiming to analyze the melodic characteristics of Isan
Soraphan chanting performed by the Phet Hong Hee ensemble in Ban Hong Hee, Yang Talat
Subdistrict, Yang Talat District, Kalasin Province. Field data were collected through interviews
and participant observations of chanting performances. Musicological approaches were
employed for data analysis and synthesis.

The findings showed that the Phet Hong Hee ensemble comprises four principal
Soraphan melodies: Ka Ten Kon, Lom Phat Chai Khao, Lom Phat Phrao, and Nok Khao Thong.
Each melody exhibits distinct characteristics in terms of scale structure, melodic progression,
and emotional expression. The Ka Ten Kon and Nok Khao Thong melodies utilize the Dorian
mode, creating a melancholic yet bright and hopeful atmosphere. The Lom Phat Chai Khao
melody is based on the minor scale, featuring flexible melodic movement and extensive vocal
ornamentation, reflecting the sorrowful expression characteristic of Isan vocal performance.
In contrast, the Lom Phat Phrao melody contains the major scale, with a steady rhythm
and minimal ornamentation, producing a lively and cheerful mood commonly associated with
non-melancholic poetic texts.

These musical elements clearly signifies the sonic identity and musical aesthetics
of Soraphan chanting in Ban Hong Hee.

Keywords: Soraphan chanting, Ban Hong Hee, Musical identity
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